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Mi the App Store? 
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— 
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Welcome 


to MacFormat, the UK's best-selling Apple magazine 


syou might expect, I've been using a Mac 
since before the Mac operating system was 
called Mac OS (give yourself a pat on the 
back if you know what it was called then without 
looking it up!), and with every version of the 
operating system the things that have delighted me 
most - the things that have felt most ‘Apple’ - haven’t 
been the big headline features, but little hidden gems. 
These things - things that show Apple really 
sweats the details- are a big part of the reason I 
was, and remain, a Mac user. And so for this 
issue, we've ransacked Mavericks over the 
course of the months we've been using it to find 
these awesome little features. Apple hasn’t told 
you about them, but now MacFormat has! 
Ofcourse the issue’s packed with loads of 
other stuff too, not least our review of the new 
iPad Air. Has Apple managed to make the perfect 
balance of power, size and lightness? Read the 
review to find out! There’s our pick of the 
best iPhone photography accessories, a 
group test of headphones, and, well, 
just a ton more waiting for you. As 
always, I hope you love reading 
the magazine as much as we 
loved making it for you! 


Christopher Phin 
Editor 
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Appl 
art 


We round-up the Apple 
stories that matter to you 


ORLD 


iWork: 


but flawed 


Apple’s new iWork suite may be free, but missing 


free 


features kill the joy as first-generation 64-bit 
version disappoints high expectations 


pple faces challenges as it attempts to 
drive home that the new Work is only 
the beginning for its now 64-bit cross 
platform productivity suite, Absent Mac features 
and some snags in the fist iteration have left 
critics fuming, but Apple urges users to hang in 
there as it promises future improvements. 

Apple rebuilt Work from the ground-up to be 
a fully 64-bit suite. Company insiders say 
the focus on the first iteration of the 
release was to “deliver the 

features most of our users 
actually make use of” 

Apple's head of Internet 
software and services, Eddy 
Cue, went so far as to call 

iWork “groundbreaking” when 

the software was introduced in 
November: “This is the biggest day 
for apps in Apple's history, he said, 

“These new versions deliver seamless 
experiences across devices that you can't find 
anywhere else. 

iWork users quickly discovered some key 
features they liked to use are now absent in the 
new Mac versions. Customisable toolbars, page 


FORMAT 


THE BIG 
STORY 
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affangement in thumbnail view, autocomplete in 
Numbers and keyboard shortcuts for applying 
styles to text in Pages... all gone. 

Many iWork users felt Apple should have been 
more transparent about what was missing in the 
release. Lawrence Lessig (activist and Harvard 
professor) slammed iWork as “crippled in 
important ways" Apple needs to learn to be 
more up front about limitations within new 
software products, he added, saying, “a decent 
company would at least acknowledge to the 
public the problems it identifies as problems, and 
indicate that they are working to fix it” 

In response, Apple has published a tech 
support document in which it admits that some 
features were dropped in order to deliver a stable 
64-bit version of the suite. Apple has committed 
to the reintroduction of a large number of 
missing elements across the next six months, 

“We plan to reintroduce some of these 
features in the next few releases, and will 
continue to add brand new features on an 
‘ongoing basis” Apple said. The older version of 
iWork remains installed on the Mac when the 
new version is installed, meaning users can 
continue to access those features they need 


GROVE 


Apple in Pictures 
Just what does this bulk of 
code represent? po 


The MacFormat team’s 


From the Store 


media of the month p10 


We're most 
excited about 
Gadgets to covet p12 


One More Thing 
Gary Marshall gets a hit oF 
nostalgia with 10S 7 p16 


use my Macfor 
Choreagraphing darce 
for the stage p18 


GROVE 


From wood. By tua, 


‘Free’ certainly sounds alluring, but 
will the lack ofsome features 
‘annoy some iWork fans? 


GROVE 


“New or existing documents opened in the 
new versions of Pages, Numbers and Keynote use 
the new unified file format. These files can't be 
opened in the previous versions of Work” Apple 
said. It’s possible to export or revert iWork 
documents into Work '09 formats, the company 
added, either through using the Revert 
command (ifa document hasn't been edited) or 
exporting to Work '09 formats (if edited). 

Apple's promises may not be enough, 
remarked former Apple executive and BeOS 
founder, Jean-Louis Gassée, “Why brag instead of 
calmly making a case for the long game and 
telling loyal customers about the dents they will 
inevitably discover?” he wrote. Gassée (at one 
time in the running for Apple CEO) stressed that 
in creating unrealistic expectations, Apple left 
itself open to heavy criticism. Apple's iWork 
release inevitably draws comparison with the 


“We plan to 
reintroduce some of 
these features in the 

next few releases,” 
Apple promises 


MobileMe and Maps launch disasters: in both 
cases Apple stiessed how great its products were, 
but failed to note their limitations. This lack of 
transparency left the company open to a storm 
of credibility-destroyina criticism and gave 
competitors a free stick with which to beat the 
Apple.“What does this new flasco say about the 
Apple's management culture?" asked Gassée. 


Apple in 
QUOTES 


What are people saying 
about the world of Apple 


Tim Cook 
apple.com 
“We continue to be very 
confident in Apple's 
future and we see 
significant opportunities 
ahead of us and both 
current product 
categories as well as 
new ones.” 


Cook hints at new products —iWatch? 


Arden Hayes 
abe.com 
“Well, you could just 
give it away, because 
we're planning to get an 
iPad for Christmas.” 
Child prodigy rejects a free Sony tablet 


Tim Bajarin 
Creativestiategies.com 
“After using the iPad Air 
for the past week, I'm 
convinced it is the 
perfect personal 
computer for the 
masses.’ 

Industry analyst sees iPad as life after PC 


Tim Cook 
apple.com 
“We've found that when 
people feel valued for 
who they are, they have 
the comfort and 
confidence to do the 
best work of their lives.” 


Apple CEO stands up for LBGT rights 
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f Rumour 
ROUNDUP 


The top 5 Apple stories 
we're talking about 


Curvy phone 
Apple is to introduce two 
curved screen iPhones 

in Q3 2014, Bloomberg 
reports. It claims they will 
have 4.7-inch displays. 


Bigger iPhones 
Apple is working on 
improved pressure- 
sensitive displays for 
future mobile devices, 
subsequent to its 2014 
product range. 


iOffice? 

Microsoft may introduce 
Office for 0S and other 
mobile platforms if 
Nokia's Stephen Elop 
takes over as the CEO 

at the company. 


Multiple models 
Apple will, in the future, 
move to offer multiple 
iPhone refreshes 

each year, according 

to Morgan Stanley's 

Katy Huberty. 


Intel's call 

to ARM Chip- 

giant Intel intends to 
commence manufacture 
of 64-bit ARM chips next 
year as Apple seeks to 
extend its supply chain. 
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AppleWGhLD: 


Apple Insider 


Our industry expert rounds-up 
the biggest Apple corporate 
stories circulating this month 


iPhone repair services 
Apple is extending its in-store iPhone 5s 
and Sc repairs services to make display, 
battery and other repairs available in-store, 
claims 9to5Mac. The Apple rumour website 
states that the company will also offer to 
repair and replace “the volume buttons, 
vibrating motor, rear-camera, and speaker 
system on the iPhone 5s and iPhone 5c? 
The move to extend those repairs the 
company offers in-store began in June 
when Apple placed expensive display repair 
machines in retail stores, Customers get free 
repairs if their device is under AppleCare 
warranty. IF not, a fee will be charged. This 
fee doesnit yet match the lower fees 
charged by high-street repair shops. 


Apple sources sapphires 

Apple is working with GT Advanced 
Technologies (GTAT) to increase availablity 
of sapphire crystals for use in its products. 
The company is building a manufacturing 
plant in Arizona where GTAT will create 
synthetic sapphires. These precious stones 
are already used as part of the Touch ID 
sensor on the iPhone 5s. Apple's decision to 
spend in $578 million in order to secure 
supply of the component hints it intends on 
deploying sapphire more widely in its range, 
potentially including Touch ID sensors on 
other products, or as some report suggest, 
using sapphire crystals within its displays to 


With AppleCare customers wil et free repairs to theirSs/Sc. 


make a substance tougher than Corning’ 
Gorilla Glass. 


BlackBerry rejected Apple 
Apple, Microsoft, Lenovo and others have 
made proposals to purchase BlackBerrys 
intellectual property, but the board rejected 
these approaches because they would 
mean the break up of the company, Reuters 
claims, BlackBerry is under huge pressure, 
having lost its lead in the key enterprise 
markets to smartphones from Apple and 
others. In response, the company fired its 
CEO Thorsten Helms in November, and took 
$1 billion in investment financing as it 
moved to become a private company. The 
firm is focussed on maintaining operations 
as it struggles to stay intact for the good of 
employees and customers. That's not to say 
a break-up won't happen in future, Reuters 
sources said, 


T've been a long term bear rather bright for the ‘Yet witha solid upward 
on Apple, but right now the Cupertino-based company. trend since June 2013, you 
stock chart is actually very Animportant rule when can't ignore the chart: it says 
bullish, Even with lacklustre _investingisyou shouldn't fight ‘good things are happening’ 

iPad performance and lower the general trend. Inthe case of —_so asa believer in the hive 
trading guidance from Apple, Apple right now, the trend is mind you have to say Apple 
along with seemingly never- up. The fact that Apple hasa could do quite well going 
ending increase in competition, very low P/E ratio heavily forwards, But, as we have seen 
a look at the current stock suggests the stock ischeap, but _over the last couple of years, 
chart suggests that Appleisin the fragility ofits longtermisa Apple has the ability to go 
goodshapeand the future is good reason for this. downas wellas up. 


AppleWORLD 


PICTURES 


The hottest pictures 
from the world of Apple 


) Iknow, it’s nota 


picture, but ithas 
™ 2 its own beauty. 

This is the source code - 
the soul, if you like - for 
the Apple IT, which is the 
computer that gave Apple 
its first commercial 
success. Working with two 
museums, Apple has just 
released this source code 
for the first time. 


MacFormat.com | Christmas 2013 | 9 


AppleWGRE 


Wy, m We select the best apps 
iv CRS | ff O] L & games out there 


THE STORE 


On TT 


APPLE TV 


What we're watching on 
the iTunes movie store 


q 
| 


Muscle Shoals 


 Thesmall town of Muscle 
© Shoals, AL, was home to 
some big sounds; Aretha 
Franklin, The Rolling Stones 
and Bob Dylan all recorded 
there. This documentary 
charts the history of the seene 
that emerged from the studios. 


The Making of 
Star Wars 


£11 Developer: Random House 
Works with: iBooks on iPad of OS X 


Hooray! iBooks are now available to 


SH¢ 


Mae users, too. These guides to the 
Ins ector F24 making of the three classic Star Wars 
Montalbano PME iss orca ientrincclo tari aepae 


£1.89 per fe 


‘5 Looking for anew detective 
* drama, but tired of stark 
Scandinavian thrillers? 
Montalbano provides all the 
kicks, but with a beautiful 
Sicilian backdrop. Based on 
the Andrea Camilleri novels. 
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made with unprecedented access to the 
Lucasfilm archive, and there are tons of facts to 
discover through ‘lost’ interviews, photos and 
production notes. There's one book for each 
film, and they're a perfect example of what an 
interactive ebook can offer beyond its printed 
counterpart. Here you see more images, plus 
videos of fantastic behind-the-scenes moments. 
It'sa great Christmas gift, and will keep fans 
engrossed well after the turkey gets Chewie. 


Toki Tori 2+ 


£6.99 Developer: Two Tribes Publishing 
Works with: OS X 10,7 or later 


From the store 


Toki Tori 2+ isa cute puzzle platform 
(Re > gameabout the adventures ofa 
curious chick. Armed with ‘whistle’ 
BD and'stomp’ moves, youcan enlist 

creatures you meet along the way (o help you 
solve fiendish puzzles. It's different to the 
brilliant original; instead of progressing from 
level to level, all the levels are linked together 
into one big fantastic, explorable world. 


OS X Mavericks 


Free Developer: Apple 
Works with: Most Macs from 2007 onwards 


Apple surprised everyone by making 
» its latest update to OS X free to all. So 
longas your Mac is compatible (check 
+ 7 apple.com/uk/osx/specs), there’s no 
reason not to install it today - then you can start 
enjoying the new features, such as Maps, iBooks 
and tabbed browsing in!Finder! 


MapNap 
£1.49 Developer: PixelExpresso. 
Works with: iPhone 


Ever found yourself 

dozy on your regular 

commute or, ahem, a 

“A little tiddly on the way 

home while on public transport? 
‘This app promises to help you 
not miss your stop. You telliit 
where your destination is, and 
italerts you when you're close. 
It’s better than a geo-fenced 
Reminder, since that only alerts 
you after you've crossed the geo- 
fenee boundary. 


On our 
PLAYLIST 


What's on the office speakers 


~ 


MUSIC 


Arcade Fire 
Reflektor 


£8.99 


> Arcade Fire make a 
triumphant return for their 
fourth album. The sound is 
as strong as ever in terms of 
lyrics, melodies and quick, but 
a twist comes from producer 
James ‘LCD Soundsystem’ 
Murphy adding disco kicks to 
make an intensely likeable and 
catchy album. 


PODCAST 
True Story 


Free to download 


p> TrueStoryisa great idea 

that lends itself brilliantly 
to podcasting, It’s introduced 
as “anight of true stories told 
to friends”. You can listen in 
as one person shares a short 
anecdote witha small 
audience. It’s intriguing, funny 
and inspiring, and it truly 
encapsulates the warmth of 
live storytelling. 
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AppleWORLD 


GADGETS... 


Hot gear on the horizon... what’s got us excited? 


WE'RE MOST EXCITED ABOUT... 


ICONIC 


There are ‘photos in © Whats it? Iconic is more than just a book. Well, itis just a book, but it’s 


an incredibly gorgeous one. It charts the history of Apple products with 


here Of ‘prototypes stunningly artistic photographs, covering everything from the Apple | to the 
5 latest iMac, Look out for more obscure Apple gear, such as the QuickTake 
for Apple devices 


digital cameraand the Apple lle Joystick. Also, there are photos of prototypes 
that we’ve never for devices in here that we've never even heard off 
When's it due? Order online now. 
even heard of! Why are we excited? It's perfect for fans of Apple aesthetics. There's a $300 
special edition on the way too, which comes in a case that looks just like a 
Vintage Apple product. It's the perfect coffee table book. 


From $75 (around £50) iconicbook.com 
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Livescribe 3 Smartpen 


From £130 livescribecom 


© What is it? Livescribe’s popular smart pen turns your 
handwriting into digital text as you write, For the third 
version, they took a new lock at its functionality. Instead 
of using an internal mic to make audio recordings that 
sync with your handwriting, and a Mac or PC desktop 
app to manage your digitised scribblings, Livescribe 3 
makes recordings through your IOS device. Oh, and did 
we mention that it's Evernote-compatible, too? 
When's it due? Out now. 
Why are we excited? It's a bit ofa swings and 
roundabouts update. Your i0S device does a better job 
of handling the audio, with none of the scratching that 
you had to put with in the previous generation's in-built 
mic. Butit also means you have to have a Bluetooth 
4,0-compatible 105 device on you, and can no longer 
save a recording on the pen and then transfer it later. 


Kanex simpleDock 


£100 kanexlivecom 


o What is it? The Kanex simpleDock 
is a powered USB hub with a 
difference. SimpleDock connects to your 
Mac and gives you three USB 3.0 ports 
and a Gigabit Ethernet connection, as 
well as a 2.1A charging dock for your 
iPhone or tablet; it’s perfect for 
notebooks. As well as three extra USB 
sockets, you also get stable, cabled 
Ethernet networking; just the thing 
if the WEF a little flaky. 
When's it due? It'll be shipped at 
EdeNGeribe LUMOback 
Why are we excited? By not including £130 lumoback.com 
a Thunderbolt port for an external 


monitor, Kanex has managed to keep 
down the price. It's ideal if you prefer to 
use your notebook’ builtin screen 
anyway, and great for keeping 
peripherals such as hard drives and 
printers plugged in and tidy. 


© What is it? The LUMOback is a belt-like device. Strap 
it around your waist and its lightweight sensor sends 
information about your posture to an iOS app. Ithas a 
vibrating alarm too, which activates if you slouch, lean 
forward or back, or shift your weight to one side, LUMOback 
trains you into good posture habits, and also tracks steps, 
calories burned, time standing, time sitting and the number 
of times you stand up each day. Its compatible with iOS 
devices with Bluetooth 4.0. 
Wher's it due? In Apple stores now. 
Why are we excited? Did you know that back pain is the 
second most common reason for a trip to visit the doctor 
(behind the common cold)? It won't shock you to discover 
that bad posture is a major cause of back pain. At £130 
LUMOback isn't cheap, but if it stops you getting back pain, 
it could well prove its worth. Put it on before the post- 
Christmas dinner slump hits, for maximum effect, 
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Power Bank 


$50 (about £32) digitaltreasures.com 


Whats it? Portable digital devices are great, 
but they can to run out of power far too quickly. 
Rechargeable portable batteries help alleviate the 
stress. With one of these stashed, you can recharge 
on the go, regardless of whether youre near a 
power point. This particular rechargeable battery 
packs 3600mAh of power (that’s about enough to 
recharge flat iPhone twice) 

When's it due? Plug it in now. 

Why are we excited? This pack has two key 
advantages over its rivals: all ts connectors are 
built into the casing (so no loose cables) and it 
offers three different connections: Lightning, 
30-pin and micro-USB, so it covers most devices. 


SuperConnect 


£250 revacouk 


© Whats it? SuperConnectis the first digital 

radio to offer out-of-the-box support for 
Spotify's new ‘Connect’ feature. This gives access to 
Spotify's 20 million songs, direct from the radio, 
and lets you control it from your smartphone or 
other mobile device. 

You could be listening to Spotify on your 
iPhone on your way home, and as soon as you 
get through the door, just hit Play on your 
SuperConnect and the music picks up right where 
your iPhone left off. Because the Connect-enabled 
radio takes the stream directly from Spotify, you 
can use your phone for something else. 

When's it due? Released in November. 


Emoji Pillows 


$19 each (around £12) throwboy.com 


© Whats it? What do you give the person who 
has everything? How about a Throwboy Emoji 
Pillow? Available in six designs, they're based on 
10S 7's Emojis (those single character glyphs we all 
use for emoticons). According to the pillows’ 
creator Roberto Hoyos, “Ever since emojis arrived 
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Apple) o> 


Why are we excited? REVO has an enviable track 
record for producing excellent, versatile digital 
radios that sound great and are very easy to use. 
Just check out our review of the AXiS X3 in this 
month's Rated section (on page 88) for prooft 


‘on our mobile devices, | knew they would make 
amazing looking pillows" Yeah, us too. <rolleyes> 
When's it due? January. Preorder now. 

Why are we excited? A sofa that looks like a text 
message makes us very =) indeed. Throw them at 
your partner if you'te >:-( or hide behind them 
during a horror movie :-0. OMG! You might even 
convince them that the smiling ‘poop'is just the 
top of a chocolate ice cream cone. With eyes 


Think 
different 


Decidedly off-the-wall 


iGrillmini 


$40 (about £26) idevicesinccom 


Q What is it? According to iDevices, it’s 
‘the only ultra compact temperature- 
monitoring tool using Bluetooth Smart 
technology on the market’ By pushing a 
temperature probe into the meat youre 
grilling, you can monitor its temperature on 
your iOS device. Its Bluetooth 40, so only 
works with iPhone 45 or later, iPad 3 or later, 
the iPad mini and the fifth-generation iPod 
touch, but new features include "Smart LED, 
magnetic mounting and a seriously 
extended battery life" 
When'sit due? Just in time to stick itin 
your Christmas turkey! 
Why are we excited? Ever invited your 
friends and family to a barbecue, only to 
give them all food poisoning by serving 
up a batch of severely undercooked meat? 
(A sure-fire way to anger the in-laws) Never 
fear, though: with the iGrilimini gripped 
tightly in your oven glove, you can cook to 
perfection every time. 


Shoot the next Hollywood blockbuster with the 
world’s most amazing digital cinema camera! 


@) Film Industry Quality 


Accessories Built In 


Blackmagic Cinema Camera 


£1,295" 


Includes DaVinci Resolve Software 


ergs 
Leam more today www.blackmagicdesign.com/uk/cinemacamera pace 
° SRE 6 Exch of VAT 3; 


> We've been here before. Anyone who 
remembers the introduction of iMovie’08 
might find that the latest updates to iWork 
bring back some painful memories. 

Back in’08, Apple completely rewrote 
iMovie, changing the way it worked for the 
better, but also reducing its functionality in 
the process, removing key features and 
effects people had come to rely on. 

iMovie users were up inarms, but there 
was no going back. This was the way 
forward, and you just had to go with Apple's 
flow. Over time the ‘missing’ features - such 
as slow motion and visual effects — were 
added back in through updates, until the 
new iMovie started to outstrip the old 
iMovie. Upgrading to the new iMovie didn't 
remove the old iMovie HD 6 from your Mac 


Apple has effectively | 
rewritten iWork from 
the ground up, 
drastically changing 
the way it works 


of course, so you could still use it, buti 
anybody still using it today? I doubt it. 

‘This is what has happened with iWork. 
With its most recent update Apple has 
effectively rewritten iWork from the ground 
up, changing the way staples such as Pages 
and Numbers work, and alienating aload of 
Mac users in the process. AppleScript 
support appears to be broken in the new 
apps, amongst other missing features. 

Learn from iMovie. The old Pagesand 
Numbers still exist on your Mac ~ keep using 
them, give the new apps a while to bed in, 
and once they've put the old features back in, 
switch. This isn't Apple dumbing down 
iWork, it’s Apple reinventing and starting 
from seratch - something itjust loves to do. 


Graham Barlow displayed a 10 gigawatt beam 
when he located the Word Count in the new 
Pages - his favourite feature in a word processor. 
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AppleOPINION 


One more thing... 


OUD AND 
CLEAR 


The clas 


whistling and take. 


by the iPad launch, but 

there wasa fascinating 

bit of Apple news a few 

weeks back: Adam_ 

‘Young, better known as 
the musician Owl City, accidentally revealed 
he had worked on the sounds for iOS 7. 

For me, it explained two things. First, why 
iOS 7 sounds like Owl City. And second, it 
shone light on something we often take for 
granted: the way our devices sound, 

Soundsare powerful things. Jim Reekes’ 
start-up sound for the Macis so recognisable 
that when you heard it in Jurassic Park orin 
Wall-E no Mac user would miss the in-joke. 
‘There's something satisfying about the 
crumple when you empty the Trash. The 
whoosh of the Mac Mail app isthe flourish 
that signs off job well done, and the ping ofa 
new message or iOS notification is impossible 
to ignore even when you knowit's going to be 
spam, an angry demand from your credit 
card company or a 3am update to let you 
know your eBay order has just shipped. 

‘Sound can be evocative, too - a whirr or 
achirp can take you back years or even 
decades. I have fond memories of the sound of 
mid-nineties dial-up modems, the bong-chirp- 
skweeeeeee that still engenders a Pavlovian 
response: whenever I hear it, Ifeel the 
excitement that comes with knowing I'm 
literally hours away from seeing a poorly 
drawn ASCII art image of'a lady in her 
underpants. You might experience a similar 
rush if you hear the whoosh ofa lightsaber, 
the sound of Sonic the Hedgehog grabbing a 
ring or the diddle-dee-dee-dee of the Nokia 
signature ringtone. 

‘The associations can be negative, too. 
Generations of knowledge workers may 
shudder at Brian Eno’s Windows start-up 


f It was overshadowed 


sic Mac noises that'll have you 
you time-travelling 


sound and its associations of cubicle working 
and horrible coffee, while fans of poorly 
written corporate applications may shiver at 
the boink of the Windows XP critical error 
notification or the Intel Inside bong. 

Maes have their equivalents too: the 
Chimes of Death, which at their best included 
melodramatic dun-dun-duns when 
everything went wrong, complete with drum 
rolland cymbal crash. There’s a YouTube 
compilation of the best ones (bit.ly/HXOHFU). 

It's striking how much moreserious our 
Macs are these days: they offer gentle beeps 
and chimes and dings where their 
predecessors chuckled, uh-ohed and even 
quacked. Ifyou miss the days when your 
Mac squeaked rather than beeped, you can 
download the sounds from bit.Jy/191EUsj. 
You'll have Mavericks mooing in no time... 


Gary Marshall has adopted the moniker of Owl 
Scotty asa cunning way of getting bagpipes into 
the new batch of sound effects fori0S 8. 


when you subscribe 
to the print* edition 


*Want to try MacFormat on 
your iPad? Turn to page 91 
to find out more about our 
interactive edition 


awesome hidden 
Mavericks features 
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PROFILE 


Name 
Tanja Raman and 
John Collingswood 
Occupation 
Choreographer & 
Digital Artist 
Website 
taikabox.com 
‘Systems 
2.53GHz MacBookPro, 
2.26GHz Mac Mini, 
Cinema Display, various 
cameras, sensors and 
projectors 


‘© John Collingswood and 
Tanja Raman of TaikaBox. 


© John and Tanjain the 
studio with Isadora. 


Tuse my Mac for... 


Hello guys! So what 

J, does your company do? 
Tanja Raman: Together we are 
TaikaBox (Taika is the Finnish word for 
‘magical or’enchanted’). 'm a 
choreographer - my raw material is 
the human body in space ~ and John 
is a digital artist (he uses computers to 
Manipulate image, light and sound 
into environments for dancers and 
performers to inhabit), Between us, 
we make dance work for stage, screen 
and site. 


So how exactly do you 

U use your Mac to research 
and create movement? 
John Collingswood: We have 
developed a comprehensive digital 
toolkit that can help us create dance 
work. It's based on an application 
called Isadora, which is an incredibly 
flexible tool for creating interactive 
systems We develop the movement 
and the digital system together, 
bouncing ideas back and forth so that 
the dance and the pictures work 
together to tell a story, 

There are always new and exciting 
tools being developed that fit into our 
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work. | recently got a LEAP Motion 
device for hand-tracking, and that’s 
opening up all sorts of creative 
avenues for working with different 
scales of movement, It also has great 
potential for working with people with 
limited mobility, too. 


Is it unusual to use 
technology in the creation 
of physical movement? 
TR: | think it's now becoming more 
common for dance companies to use 
technology to augment their dance 
work in different ways. 

Some of the motion-capture 
technology that has been used in 
sports science has made its way 
into the dance world, giving 
choreographers the ability to replay 
and analyse movement in the most 
minute detail 

The abstract nature of dance seems 
to lend itself to experimentation with 
design, light and projection; | think it 
has a bit more freedom than what you 
might find in traditional theatre, Weve 
been making work together since 
2005, and | think that our skills are very 
complementary towards each other. 


to Tanja Raman and John Collingswood of TaikaBox 


Q What's a typical day in 
°y, the studio like? 

JC: Tanja starts the dancers’ day with a 
training session while | set up cameras 
and kit, and the musicians set up their 
station, Then we fire up the projectors 
and begin to create movement. The 
session unfolds with improvisation 
tasks, video documentation and 
developing the digital system to 
complement the movement. All 
members of the team - dancers and 
musicians ~ contribute to the ideas 
while we improvise and record, After 
the dancers finish, Tanja and | evaluate 
the day, review the video footage and 
plan the next day's activity. 


Q How has your work 
| changed over the years? 
‘TR: The expansion of our tool 
the years has enabled us to add more 
layers to the work, making our shows 
more than just pleasing movement by 
adding layers of meaning. We have 
also expanded our practice from 
simply making dance shows that 
incorporate cigital elements into 
using dance to make digital work 
Recently we built a film that is 
displayed in a wooden crate; the crate 
has a MacBook inside it that tracks the 
movements of the viewer, allowing 
the dancers on screen to respond to 
what the audience does, 


it over 


Why a Mac and not a PC? 
JC: In a performance situation, 
the dancers, musicians, my Mac and | 
all come tagether to form a hybrid 
digital system. For the show to go 
smoothly and for the audience to 
have the best possible experience, 
absolutely need to have a set-up that | 
can fully rely on. I've found that my 
MacBook Prois stable and performs 
consistently, whatever the pressure. 
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FREE iWORK S:iLiFE 


MacFormat investigates 


Have we paid too 
high a price for free 
iLife and iWork? 


Pages, Keynote and Numbers have 
had their power user features ripped out; 
what is Apple playing at, asks Peter Cohen 


What do you get? 

Apple has introduced new versions of iPhoto 
(its photo editing and cataloging software), 
iMovie (used for video editing), GarageBand 
(Apple's popular music-making software), 
Pages (a word processing and page layout 
app), Keynote (for creating slideshow 
presentations) and Numbers (a spreadsheet 
app that also produces graphs and charts) 
All the apps are available for 10S and OS X. 
Additionally, Apple has introduced a public 
beta version of the iWork app for the web, 
accessible at icloud.cam, which works on 
Macs and Windows PCs alike. 


Who gets it? 

Apple has released all of the new apps for free to 
anyone who buys a new Macintosh or iOS device. 
if you already have the previous versions of these 
apps installed, youll get free updates — that is, 
provided you've upgraded your Mac to Mavericks. 
They're all available for download ftom the Mac 
App Store of iOS App Store, Prior to this, users of 
older versions of life and Work apps would have 
had to to pay for new versions to upgrade to the 
latest releases of the suites. 


How do you get it? 

Getting the new software is as easy as logging in 
to the Mac App Store or the iOS App Store, either 
‘on your iOS device or through iTunes. if youte 
eligible, youll see it there. The apps can be 
downloaded and redownloaded without incurring 
any fee. To access the web versions, sign in to your 
iCloud account at icloud.com - youll see the apps 
listed there along with other iCloud essential 
functions such as your contacts database and 
calendar. What's more, the web versions can work 
with your existing documents stored in iCloud. 


ack in October, Apple introduced new ve'sions of its 

iWork and iLife applications alongside the release of OS 

X 10.9 Mavericks. For Work, especially, changes were 

long overdue ~ Apple hadn't made any real 
fundamental changes to the apps since 2009. Apple had a 
surprise in store - the apps will now be free with new Macs and 
i0S devices. 

It's said that there's no such thing asa free lunch, and that’s 
true in Apple's case as well. We found out in short order after 
the new iWork apps'‘introductions that many of the features 
we'd come to rely on in the older versions of (Work apps are 
missing from these new versions. 

Now, there's a lot to recommend the new apps, especially if 
you haver't used them before now ~ 64-bit optimisation, for 
example, which makes the apps run faster and more 
responsively. Ubiquitous file format support between iOS and 
OS X makes it a breeze to edit files regardless of what device 
you're using; and iCloud is being used like never before, to 
make it easier to access your files regardless of location. What's 
more, iWork apps are even accessible over the Web, so you can 
collaborate online with others who don't use the apps. 

But the radical changes to how 
some of the apps work is leaving a foul 
taste in some users mouths. Why did 
Apple remove so much functionality 
from some of the apps? 

Looking at the larger picture, this 
isn't at all unprecedented for Apple. 

We've seen this most recently with 
Final Cut Pro X, Apple's professional 
video editing software, Video editors 
had become very used to the way that 
Final Cut Pro 7 worked. Final Cut Pro X, 
released in 2011, was a complete 
rework — not only a radically different interface, but missing key 
functionality that editors couldn't live without, such as multicam 
editing and advanced chromakeying. 

On the consumer side, Apple made the same break from the 
past with iMovie ‘08, and created the same clamor from 
experienced users who took umbrage at losing tools and an 
interface they depended on. 

In the case of Final Cut Pro X, Apple listened, and eventually 
restored some of the capabilities that went out the window 
with the new version. Mac users adapted to the new iMovie, 
cover time of course, And now it’s time to adjust again — but it’s 
Not just Work 


That’s iLife 
iLife apps have long been a mainstay of Mac ownership. 
Occasionally Apple has published new versions of the apps, 
and that requires current users to pay for an upgrade, but no 
more — not only do new Mac owners get the new versions for 
free, but if you've upgraded to Mavericks, you can also upgrade 
older versions of iLife for free (the same applies to iWork). 
Even though some of the new iLife apps have big changes, 
adjusting to the new apps shouldn't require too much effort. 
The new Mac version of iPhoto requires the least adjustment. 
{t's a fairly minor update that superficially looks almost identical 


The radical changes 
to how some of the 
apps work has left a 
foul taste in some 
users’ mouths 


to its predecessor. Printing and sharing options have been 
streamlined and consolidated, and as a Mavericks app, iPhoto 
makes use of the new Maps app to figure out where you shot 
your pictures (the older version relied on Google Maps). 

iPhoto for iOS, meanwhile, gets a slick new streamlined 
interface. It's not the stark glass of the core iOS 7 operating 
system; Apple's emphasising greys and blacks in the new iLife 
apps for iOS. Printing has been reworked, new photo effects 
have been added, you can now share iPhoto images using 
Messages, and — at long last - delete photos in the Camera Roll 

GarageBand 10, the new Mac version, is a different story. 
Interestingly, GarageBand is the one app in this list that isn't 
entirely free. The free version is limited — limited in terms of 
virtual instruments and loops that can be played and the built 
in lessons to teach you how to play instruments and songs, 50 
instruments and 500 loops are included in the free version; the 
In-App Purchase ups that to 200 instruments and 2000 loops. 
There are plenty of new instruments to experiment with, too, 

IFyou'e familiar with Apple's pro music creation software, 
Logic Pro X, youll find a lot of interface similarity in GarageBand. 
In the past, when you, say, wanted to produce a drum track, you 
had to use pre-recorded loops. 
Easy to place, but it had less then 
inspired percussion. Now 
GarageBand's Drummer track 
provides a virtual drummer that 
can accompany your song, with 
you able to configure what 
diums are being played, what 
style of drummer youre using, 
and a grid you can use to make 
the drummer's percussion more 
complex or simple, Logic Pro X 
user will also notice the presence 
of Smart Controls, which change depending on what track 
youre editing - you get different options for voice, guitar and 
keyboard tracks 

Theres a big downside to the new GarageBand if youre a 
podcaster, though; all of the more advanced podcasting tools 
available in the previous release have been removed, Vocal 


ducking, for example - which helps you determinethe priority With new themes, you can 
of individual voice tracks that may be talking over one another _reate even more personal 
—is gone, as are export settings designed for podcasters. slides in Keynote. 
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A quick look at 
Apple's balance 
sheets reveals it’s a 
company focussed 
‘mostly on hardware 


You can even get iWork on 
anon-Apple device 
through icloud.com. Check 
‘out our iWork in iCloud 
tutorial on p42 for more. 


GarageBand 20 foriOS doubles the number of tracks it can 
support from 16 to 32 - that is, at least if you're using it on a 
64-bit device such as an iPhone 5s, iPad Air or iPad mini with 
Retina display. New instruments have been added, and a new 
Inter-App Audio function enables you to record music from 
other applications. 

iMovie 10has undergone a major facelift in this new Mac 
version; the interface has been streamlined and simplified, with 
less chrome and fewer choices, The app has been rewritten 
with performance in mind — it's faster to launch and faster to 
run, and progress bars for processor-intensive tasks such as 
importing and rendering are now background processes. 

Videos, photos, projects and other content are easily accessible 
from a sidebar, iMovie shares the iOS 
and iCloud friendliness of other new 
apps, with a new feature called iMovie 
Theater taking centre stage. Similar to 
Photo Stream; it lets you share a clip or 
project between different devices 
signed in using the same Apple ID, so 
you can watch a project that you've 
created on the Mac from your iPad or 
even ona big screen through Apple TV. 

iMovie for iOS adds new title styles, 
new transitions, slaw motion support (fF 
yout, say, recording 120fps action on 
your iPhone 5s), new visual effects, and new audio capabilities 
like the ability to detach audio fiom the timeline or just add 
audio from a video clip into your movie. iMovie Theater is here, 

100: Movies you've shared on your Mac or iS device can sit 

here for easy access, 


Unwelcome surprise 


If you're a Mac user who's grown accustomed to the old iWork 
apps, you may be in for an unwelcome surprise with these new 
ones, Apple's literally reinvented iWork apps for Mac to work 
and look much more like their iOS counterparts; so some 
interface elements have been heavily edited or removed all 
together (it also means that AppleScript support is, for the 
moment, gone - this feature has been relied on particularly 
heavily by some Pages users 
who used the app for 
document generation as part 
of an automated workflow) 
IF there's good news, it’s 

that the update doesn't 
remove your older apps. 
They'te still there, and they 
still work - though youll 
lose the benefit of round- 

trip workflow, 64-bit 

optimisation and iCloud 
integration. 
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FREE iWORK & iLiFE 


$4.2 billion 


Keynote, Apple's answer to Microsoft's ubiquitous PowerPoint 
slideshow software, adds new formatting tools that make it 
easier to add borders and rules to paragraphs, and you can set 
up a soundtrack for your presentation that includes multiple 
tracks. New themes abound so you can build more custom- 
looking slideshows than ever. But it's missing functionality, too 

— master slides, for example, can no longer include animations. 

Some transitions and build effects are gone. The presenter 
display isn't as customisable. 

Keynote for iOS adds new animations and effects, new 
themes, and new interactive chart animations (this latter feature 
is shared across all the new iWork apps). 

Numbers 3.0 for Mac has similarly gone through some major 
interfaces changes, such as the replacement of a customisable 
toolbar with a fixed one that can't be changed, the removal of 
the old formatand formula bars, and much more. But Numbers 
adds a lot of new features, too. Table filters help you easily 
customise what data sets you want in a table, and interactive 
charts will show you variable changes to your data that you can 
make using a slider tool. 

Numbers’ iOS counterpart adds the ability to export to CSV 
for easy exchange with Excel and other apps, faster calculation, 
new templates, and easier sharing through more means, 
including Mail, Messages, Twitter and Facebook. 

The new Mac version of Pages has a simplified and 
streamlined interface that’s almost exactly the same on iOS. It's 
much easier to inspect elements on the page because the 
Inspector panel now changes dynamically depending on the 
content. Changing paragraph styles throughout your 
document is much easier thanks to a new Update button, 
which carries those changes through to all paragraphs that use 
the same style. 

Pages is also missing page layout functionality available in its 
previous release, no longer supports linking text in text boxes, 
which makes reflowing text in complex formats much more 
cumbersome, and has no way of rearranging page order. 

So Pages has been simplified, but that simplification has its 
benefits, especially when you need to work on the same file 
from different systems. A Pages 5.0 doc created on the Mac 
looks exactly the same on the iPad and on the web — no 
chance of elements becoming lost or moved. 

‘Apple has taken notice of the many complaints about 
the new iWork apps for Mac, and they've already issued a 
statement indicating that key features will return in future 
updates to iWork that Apple has planned in the coming 
months, All of the (Work apps will regain a customisable 
toolbar, for example, Keynote’s presenter display should work 
more similarly to how it used to, while Numbers will improve 

zoom and window placement. Pages improves alignment 
guides, object placement and word counts. 

So it’s clear Apple is listening, although their timetable is 
likely to make some users unhappy — they say these changes 
will roll out over the next six months. 

‘A quick look at Apple's balance sheets reveals that this is a 

company that is predominantly concerned with sales of 

its hardware, not its software. In its most recently 

reported quarterly earnings statement, Apple 

recorded $37.4 billion in revenue; $42 billion was all the 

revenue derived from iTunes, software and services. 


$42 billion is nothing to sneeze at, but it’s 
still barely more than 1196 of Apple's bottom 
line. Still, it's a crucial component, because 
having great software on the Mac and iOS 
devices adds value to customers’ purchases. 
Apple is giving the software away because 
it ultimately drives the sale of its hardware. 

Comparing Apple to Microsoft for a 
moment, it's like apples and oranges. 
Microsoft still derives the bulk of its revenue 
from software sales. It can't give its software 
away. As evidenced by Office 365, Microsoft 
is, in fact, moving in the opposite direction, 
by offering its software as a service that 
users have to pay a subscription fee to 
‘access, much as Adobe has done with its 
Creative Cloud apps. 

People who sell Macs and iPads for a 
living will tell you that one of the first 
questions many customers new to the 
platform is likely to ask is whether 
the device comes with Microsoft 
Office or some equivalent. Up 
until now, the answer has 
been no - though those tools 
have always been available to 
buy either from Apple, 
through the Mac App Store, or 
in the case of Microsoft, for 
separate boxed or electronic purchase, 


The long game 


Now every Mac and iOS device lets you download for free the 
tools needed to produce great looking documents, 
presentations and spreadsheets — one less barrier to entry for 
customers who might otherwise have preferred a computer or 
tablet that included Microsoft Office apps. 

Of course, Microsoft remains the 800\b gorilla in the room, 
and their Office suite for Mac remains a popular option for 
customers who need it. But by bundling iWork apps on Mac 
and iOS devices, Apple is finally providing a solution from the 
start for its own customers that isn't reliant on the whims of a 
third-party, What's more, it's software that runs natively on iOS 
devices, something Microsoft seems not to care about. 

Now compare this to Google. Google provides an online and 
mobile device ecosystem that's free for you and device 
manufacturers to use, unless you enter the realm of their 
business tools. But for Google to make money, it has to sell 
advertisements based on your content, So you, in essence, 
become the product. That's not a transaction that everyone is 
happy with; Apple is providing an alternative 

Google is also in direct competition with Apple, and this has 
manifested itself in ugly ways, such as the withdrawal of Google 
Maps as the dataset used by Apple’s Maps app in iOS 6, 
Integration of support for Google services isn't seamless 
between 05 X and iOS, either. Again, Apple isn't invested in 
making its products dependent on a third-party ecosystem 
when it can ‘toll its own’ more effectively. 

Apple's focussed on the long game with iCloud, making it 
more and more an essential part of both Mac and iOS 
ownership, Nowhere is this more evident than in the new iWork 
and iLife apps, and how they work together between OS X and 


10S through the cloud. Cloud is now simply part of the process 
— the way documents are shared, collaborated on, and the 
medium through which they flow between iOS, 0S X devices 
and even to the web, for users who aren't part of the Apple 
ecosystem at all 

In the end, is free’ worth the price? In the case ofiLife apps, 
unquestionably yes: these apps are improved and easier to work 
with. In the case of Work apps, the answer is muddier, Sometime 
progress comes at the expense of having to destroy what comes 
before, and that — for better or worse — is the approach that 
Apple has taken here. 

There's no doubt that some long-time Work users have been 
negatively affected by the release of the new apps - they lack 
the same sort of workflow automation tools and some key 
features that many users have grown to rely on. Apple promises 
to restore some of this functionality in the coming months, and 
in the interim, users can continue to depend on the legacy 
versions of their apps that remain on their hard drives. That's a 
short-term solution, to be sure - eventually you'll have to move 
along to the new versions, but for now you can take your time. 

For everyone else, Apple's new iWork apps provide a 
compelling way of producing content on your Mac, iPad, iPhone 
and even on the web itself - collaborating, sharing and working 
in ways that you haven't been able to before. Apple's decision to 
give the apps away is bound to drive a lot of adoption from 
Customers who have been gunshy to spend cash on software 
they may not be sure they'll use, 

Because these apps are installed alongside (rather than 
replacing) their previous versions, our recommendation is to give 
them try. At the very least, you'll have a chance to see if the 
transition is worth your while, Ultimately, you may find that the 
improved productivity, enhanced performance and streamlined 
interface outweigh the downsides. You've got nothing to lose. 


The Mac verison of 
Keynote looks just like 
its web counterpart. 
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awesome hidden 
Mavericks features 


(that Apple hasn't told you about!) 


ith OS X 10,9 Mavericks, there's no 
sign that OS X is reaching an 
evolutionary peak, even after 12 


years. There are loads of new features and 
tweaks that will make you enjoy using your 
Mac more than ever before, ranging from 
simple things that make existing features 
more accessible, to powerful enhancements 
and brand new features, 

Safari alone is packed with enhancements, 
including a new way to bookmark sites and a 
sidebar that makes finding a bookmark much 
quicker. It can also suggest good passwords 
when you register with websites. That feature 
complements the reintroduction of keychain 
syncing, which long-time Mac users have 
missed since the demise of MobileMe, the 
service which iCloud replaced. Mavericks can 
sync your passwords to iCloud, and from 
there to your iOS 7 devices and other Macs. 

Crucially, it applies an extra security 
measure to your keychain to help protect 
your online accounts even if the one on your 
Mac is compromised. 

Tagging files might sound like a extra 
chore at first, but when you discover how to 
use tags effectively, they become a powerful 
enhancement for Spotlight ~ already one of 


It’s the little things 
Apple’s developers 
have done that make 
your life that fraction 
of a percent easier 


the Mac's best features. OS X continues to 
draw inspiration from iOS, not least Maps. 
There's also a friendlier way to access and 
browse special characters, and more choices 
for how notifications are displayed so that 
they work better for you, rather than getting 
in the way. 

But while Apple has done a decent job of 
telling us all about these big new features in 
Mavericks in keynotes and at apple.com/osx, 
it's all the amazing little tweeks, the little 
things that Apple's developers have done 
that make you love the company alll the 
more just because they make your life a 
fraction of a percent better every time you 
use them — it's these that we really love. 

Mavericks is free, and works with some 
Macs all the way back to 2007 (check 
support.apple.com/kb/HT5842) ~ so once 
you've got it installed, come and discover the 
amazing gems hidden in Apple's latest 
operating system. 
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MAVERICKS TIPS 


App Store 


The App Store keeps OS X and apps from the App Store up to date. 


Automatically check for updates 


Download newly available updates in the background 
You notified when the updates are ready to be installed 


© install app updates 


Install system data files and security updates 


Automatically download apps purchased on other Macs 


Last check was Wednesday, 6 


Pcie tne ck to prevent farther changes 


November 2013 


AUTOMATIC APP UPDATES 
Apps purchased from the Mac App Store can be kept up to date 


without you taking action. Open the App Store pane in System 
Preferences and make sure ‘Install app updates’ is checked. Although 
this option is designed to take burden off you, it’s worth visiting the 
Updates tab in the App Store application from time to time, which 
now displays a list of recently-installed updates and the changes 


included in them. 


POSTPONE 
SYSTEM 
UPDATES 


Previously, when the App Store 


alerted you to available updates, 


your options for responding 
were limited. Notifications could 
be turned off for the rest of the 
day to hide the alert - and those 
from other apps - until a better 
time, or you could give in and 
accept the updates. Mavericks 
applies less pressure. You can 
click Later on the alert, or click 
and hold it to choose between 
being reminded in an hour, in 
the evening, or the next day. 


Ot 2% Gd ini034_0 


@ wees sotnie 


 #) Gt Mon 20:48 Q 


Pick up the kids from school | Close 
15:30 ~ 
Snooze 


for 1 minute 
for 5 minutes 
for 15 minutes 
for 30 minutes 
for 1 hour 

for 2 hours 
for 1 day 

for 1 week 


HIDDEN NOTIFICATION 
BEHAVIOURS 


Many apps allow you to respond to 
events from their alerts without switching 
to the app. Sometimes there's no clue that 
there are hidden options; try clicking and 
holding the buttons on notifications. 
Reminders and Calendar events can be 
snoozed; by holding down the Snooze 
button you can delay being notified again 
for between one minute up to a week. 


MAVERICKS TIPS 


SIMPLIFIED 
BLUETOOTH 
PAIRING 


The process for pairing a device is 
now even easier. Simply open the 
Bluetooth pane in System 
Preferences to make your Mac 
discoverable to other devices, and 
then initiate the pairing process and 
follow any additional steps required 


whe é GET SOLITUDE by the other device. Close the 
his : WITH A KEY PRESS. Bluetooth pane and your Mac 
Do Not Disturb can be toggled right from becomes invisible again. 
the keyboard so you can get backin the 
zone within a second. However, there’s no 
key combination assigned to this feature 
by default. In the Keyboard preferences 
pane, click Shortcuts > Mission Control. 
5 Check the box next to Turn Do Not 
private infosthitiont co uld Disturb On/Off and press your desired 


become exposed t to of key combination - on UK keyboards, 


sors x Siam ~_-& #5 isagood choice. Remember, when 
anyone with physical Do Not Disturb is active, Notification 


access to your Mac. Center's menu bar icon is grey. 


BLUETOOTH 
POWER PROMPTS 


oueu mane Alerts are displayed to tell you about 
1 tm on Do Hot Datu important system events, such as 
Calendar improperly removed storage devices 
Tu on Co fo re and Bluetooth devices whose batteries 
eitree=720___ beaese7 are running low. If you dismiss a 
Wares Kee Bluetooth power alert, it’s no longer 
a ‘ow FactTne cal from: { reyone necessary to roll over the devices listed 
aes Aton repeated cls in the Bluetooth status menu to recall 
which needs a new battery. Mavericks 
displays a reminder more prominently, 
next to a device's name in the menu. 


Notincation Center shows your alerts in the upper-right of your screen, wit 
you're doing. Show and hide Notification Center by clicking its icon inthe m 


vpting what 


Poets wen mirroring 1 TVs and projectors 


ee°G 


QUICKLY SEND 
AN iMESSAGE 
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Activity Monitor (Applications in last & 


Ceu__ Memory BEEEEYAL Disk 


MAVERICKS TIPS 


hours) 


Q- 


Energy impact w Avg Energy Impact 
65.91 
@ Fiash Piayer (Safari internet plug-in) 
Il Activity Monitor 
¥@ Safar 
Safari Web Content 
Safari Networking 
Origin 
 spotignt 
EasyRes 
i Finder 
@ \cioue Photos 
@ Time Machine 
‘AppleSpell service 


BOrarrTaehoare 


ENERGY IMPACT 


enhorttecel 


Graphics Card: 
Remaining charge: 
Battery Is Charged 


High Pert. 
100% 


It's worth looking at Dictation again because awkward 


limitations have been removed. In the Dictation & 


Speech pane, turn on Dictation and tick'Use Enhanced 
Dictation’ This will start a huge 491MB download, but the 
benefits are well worth the wait. Enhanced Dictation 
doesn't transmit your speech to Apple because it works 
offline using your Mac's processing power. It's also more 
responsive than the old form, and inserts text of what 


you've said as you continue to speak. 


SYNC SHORTHAND 
BETWEEN DEVICES 
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‘App Nap Requires High Perf GPU User 


alanstone 


alanstone 
alanstone 
alanstone 
alanstone 
alanstone 


alanstone 


alanstone 


AATTERY (Last 12 hours) 


KEYBOARD NAVIGATION IN MAPS 


Manipulating the viewpoint in 
Maps works best with a multi- 
touch trackpad, Limited gesture 
support is also available with a 
Magic Mouse. If you prefer to use 
a non-Apple mouse, you can still 
get a better view of the map 
with the keyboard, 

The arrow keys move around 
the map. Hold *=| and press (a 
or '¥] (or move your mouse's 
scroll wheel vertically) to zoom 
inand out, Press =| and press 

or (») toturn the map. Hold 


2] as well to turn in smaller 
increments, and press []-{4] to 
snap back to North being at the 
top of the screen. 

Pressing the Show 3D button 
(the second icon along at the 
top-left comer of the window) 
lowers the angle of elevation, 
and in some cities it shows 3D 
models of buildings. Drag up or 
down on the compass to further 
lower or raise the viewing angle 
Doing this requires the map to 
be zoomed in to a close level. 


BookBook 
The novel way to protect and 


perfect your Apple devices 


Start building your vintage leather library today 


BookBook for iPhone BookBook for 
iPhone 5/5S iPad/iPad mini 
Available in: Available in: 
Ledger Brown Vintage Brown 
Classic Black Vibrant Red 
iPhone 4/4s Classic Black 
Available in: 

Vintage Brown 

Classic Black 

BookBook for MacBook NEW 


MacBook Air/Pro Retina 
Available in 

Vintage Brown 
MacBook Pro 
Available in: 

Vibrant Red 

Classic Black 


BookBook 
Travel Journal 
Available in 
Vintage Brown 


Y twelve south Available now from Apple Store and amazoncouk’ 
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When you scroll through the week and 
monthly views with a Magic Mouse or 
trackpad, the calendar advances a day or a 
week at a time, respectively. This helps with 
planning events that run from the middle of 
a week or month into the next. Be careful 
when scrolling this way in month view. As 
you do, extra labels appear to highlight the 
row in which each month starts. When you 
stop scrolling, all but one of these labels 


Previously, clicking a person's name at the top 
of an email and choosing Copy Address lifted 
more than you might bargain for. When pasted, 
the email address would be surrounded by 
chevronsand prefixed with the persons name. 
The feature behaves literally in Mavericks, so 
only the address will be inserted when you 
subsequently paste somewhere. 


disappears. The one that is then shown at 
the top right of the window is the one with 
the most dates showing in the window. 

For example, the 1st November might be in 
the third row down, but November might 
appear at the top of the window. This is 
easily misinterpreted if you overlook the Fri 1 
Nov label partway down the calendar. You 
can fall back on the keyboard shortcuts 
%/+.< and % +>) to advance a whole 
month at a time, which pins the first of the 
month in the top row. 


When you double-click an event, Calendar 
only shows the details you've actually 
provided about it. This keeps the inspector 
windows compact, even when you drag them 
away from Calendar’s main window to turn 
them into new windows. This is useful when 
you need to keep full details of several events 
on-screen to sort out a scheduling conflict. 


A MORE COMPLETE SOCIAL CALENDAR 

If you and your friends tend to organise social gatherings on 
Facebook, those events can be managed in Calendar to avoid 
clashes with your other commitments. If you've already linked OS X 
to your Facebook account but you don't see ‘Facebook Events’ in 
Calendar’s sidebar, select Facebook in the Internet Accounts pane in 
System Preferences and check the box next to Calendars. Note, 
however, that you can't create Facebook events in Calendar. 
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MAIL OR MESSAGE 
EVENT INVITEES 


When you have something about an 
event to discuss with invitees, 

on! +click the event and you'll find two 
new options at the bottom of the 
context menu to compose an email or 
iMessage to all invitees. 

This also works with Facebook 
events, though it only adds into the 
loop those invitees who have shared 
their email address with you through 
the social network. That might be a 
different address than the one you 
usually use to contact them. 

Also, if you try to send an iMessage 
to Facebook invitees, Calendar once 
again uses that email address. 
However, it might not be an Apple 
ID. When a message composition 
window appears, it only becomes 
obvious whether an address is 
registered for iMessage when you 
click the disclosure triangle next to it, 
then click elsewhere on the window. 
If the address turns red you can’t send 
an iMessage to it. 


On Mavericks, Smart Mailboxes have a single new 
attribute on which they can search: the account 
through which messages were sent or received. 

If you have several email accounts, on the other 
hand, this can be combined with the existing 
Smart Mailbox Folder feature to combine the 
results of several Smart Mailboxes into one 

single view. 


In Safari's Advanced preferences, the 
‘Stop plug-ins to save power’ setting 
replaces demanding content that the 


browser suspects isn’t what drew you to 
a page. A static image is shown in its 
place. It’s a subtle feature that you might 
not notice has taken effect. If you think 
you're missing out on something, roll 
over an image. A confirmation banner 
will appear on it if your suspicions are 
correct. Click the banner to play the 
content. If the volume’s too high or the 
content begins to offend you, permission 
can be revoked by clicking the Details 
button next to the setting in the 
Advanced preferences. 


In the Output tab of the Sound preferences 
pane, AirPlay speakers are grouped together 
and separated by a horizontal line from those 
that are directly attached to your Mac. Even 
more conveniently, when you = +click the 
speaker icon in the menu bar, Mavericks labels 
remote speakers with the AirPlay logo to the 
right of their names 


TYPE SPECIAL CHARACTERS 


Many special symbols and emoji characters are available in OS X. They 


can be typed using the Special Characters palette, which has a new 
look. It no longer has to be accessed through the Edit menu. Press 
‘l|-4+/ 36 +[space] and it pops up next to the text cursor's position. Note 
that you don’t need to open the palette to insert common smileys in 
Messages since it now recognises widely used text forms for smileys 
and substitutes the correct graphic, 


Each display acts as an independent 
workspace. Full-screen apps such as iPhoto can 
take over one display, while other apps remain 
visible on another. Swiping between spaces on 

one display has no effect on others, It means 
you can leave Dashboard open on one display 
to keep an eye on widgets and Web Clips. 
Dashboard no longer has to be the leftmost 
‘Space. It can be dragged to a new position, or 
even toa different display altogether, as can 
any other Space. 


Typing into Safari's Smart Search Field is one 
way to search your bookmarks and Reading 
List, but it also returns suggested pages from 
the web. Each of the sidebar tabs has its own 
search bar, but it's tucked out of sight. Scroll up 
to find it and, for Reading List, the switch to 
toggle between seeing all items and only those 
that are unread. 


Mountain Lion could mirror your 
Mac's desktop to an Apple TV, but 
Mavericks goes one step better. It 
allows your available workspace to 
be extended onto the wirelessly 
connected TV. It also enables a 

Mac to use more displays than 

can be directly attached without 
buying hardware that serves only 
this purpose. 

We were able to connect a cabled 
display and an Apple TV to create a 
desktop with a horizontal width of 
4566 pixels - more than three times 
the width of our MacBook's internal 
display. The remote display is a good 
place to leave a document you 
merely need to refer to 


When you've called upon the Special Characters 
palette from the keyboard, you won't want to 
reach for the mouse or trackpad to choose a 
character from it. Use land 6|+=1 to move 
between the categories at the bottom of the 
palette. Use the arrow keys to select a character, 
or start typing a descriptive name such as ‘ellipsis’ 
or ‘cake’ to search characters. 


=r 


KEEP SPECIAL 


CHARACTERS TO HAND 


The palette can be dragged away from the window 
in which you're working, so that you can keep it to 
hand for frequent use. It retains its compact form, 
which is ideal for tucking at the side of the desktop. 
Click the button at the panel's top-right corner to 
revert to the old, mul 
you see larger character previews and change the 
categories that are visible. Neither of these settings 


column layout, which lets 
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MAXIMUM FLEXIBILITY 
FOR YOUR WEB PROJECTS 


MAVERICKS TIPS 


—ALL INCLUSIVE 
= Free domain (.com, .net, org, 
co.uk, me.uk, org.uk) 
Unlimited 


SEE THE WORLD 

IN SECONDS 

In Maps, switch to the Satellite view, 
then zoom out as far as you can. You'll 
see Earth with areas in day and night 
clearly marked. Switch to Hybrid view 
to add country and majoreity names, poy irs] 4) 


GET HELP MULTIPLE DISPLAYS AND THE MENU 


| ORGANISING 
LAUNCHPAD BAR, DOCK AND APP SWITCHER 


Animated sparkles are displayed in 


The desktop’s appearance isa little different when multiple displays 
are connected, Each display has its own menu bar, The one that's 
Launchpad on apps that have been most opaque indicates the display on which a window currently has 
installed since you last opened it. the focus. The Dock appearson the primary display by default - on 
This might seem superficial, but it _ the Arrangement tab in the Displays preferences pane, that's the one 
helps identify apps that perhaps with a menu bar. It might appear you have to move the pointer to the 
primary display to access the Dock, but that's not the case. Whether 
the Dock is set to always-on or auto-hide, it can be accessed on any 
: Display provided it's set to the bottom edge and the displays are 
you've made use of the effect to arranged horizontally in the Arrangement tab. If the Dock doesn't 
B help reorganise things. If you do, appear when the pointer reaches the bottom of a display, keep 
the sparkles will be gone when you moving downwards. And you'll notice that the app switcher ( %| and 
reopen it, and new apps will be +) appears on one display when invoked, but it doesn’t always stay 
on the same one. Wherever the Dock last appeared, that's the display 
on which the switcher will next be shown, 


aren't where you want them to be. 


Don't leave Launchpad before 
IL MARKETING 


harder to pick out. 


The +’ button next to Safari's address bar clicking a bookmark in the Favorites Bar (the 
adds the current page to Reading List when ‘once-called the Bookmarks Bar) and choosing Edit 
you click it. Alternatively, you can click-and- ‘Address used to yank you away from the page to 
hold it for more options. The page can be Safari's full.-window Bookmarks view. Don't let that 
added to Top Sites or the Favorites Bar, or to past bad behaviour discourage you. Safari 7 
any folder - even those inside other folders — displays the address in a popover for you to edit 
in your collection of bookmarks. without leaving the current page. 
CONSERVE BANDWIDTH 

The Maps app can send directions to its IN SAFARI 

counterpart on your iPhone, which then acts as a Safari preloads the top hit in search results on 

sat nav. If you think your iPhone's battery charge the assumption that it's the page you want. This 

might run out before you reach your destination, allows the page to be displayed sooner if you 

directions can be printed as a backup. The first click that result. If your Mac gets its internet 


page shows an overview of the route, and a connection through your mobile phone, you 
close-up of your final destination. Subsequent might want to turn off'Do not preload Top Hit in 
pages show the same directions that can be sent the background’ in Safari's Privacy preferences to 
to and read out by your iOS device, avoid wasting bandwidth unnecessarily. 


HOSTING 
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Mavericks’ screen savers include four picture 
collections: National Geographic, Aerial, Cosmos 
and Nature Patterns, They're now much easier to 
locate in Mavericks to use as wallpaper. In the 
Finder, browse to /Library/Screen Savers/ 
Default Collections to find one folder for each 
collection. Open the Desktop & Screen Saver 
preferences pane and click the Desktop tab and 
then drag a folder into the left side of the pane, 
or drag one image onto the thumbnail image at 
the top of the pane to set it as your wallpaper. 


When you right-click an item in the Finder, 
shortcuts to the seven pre-created colour tags 
appear at the bottom of the contextual menu. 
They can be replaced with any other tags you 
want. In the Finder's Tags preferences, drag tags 
from the list onto the placeholders at the bottom 
of the window to make them accessible in the 
contextual menu, 


WHERE’S ‘ENABLE ACCESS 
FOR ASSISTIVE DEVICES’? 


the Security & Privacy pane. 

Rather than granting broad access by 
ticking a box, it's done on a per-app basis. 
Select Accessibility on the pane’ 
fan app can't add itself to the list, drag it 
in from the Finder, Some productivity 
tools depend on this feature, as does the 


Steam gaming platform's in-game overlay. 
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MAVERICKS TIPS 


MULTIPLE 
SIGN-INS FOR 
ONE SITE 


Your keychain can hold more 
than one set of credentials for 
a single website (if, say, you 
have separate Dropbox 
accounts for personal and 
work purposes). When you 
sign in with an account Safari 
doesn't already know about, it 
asks if you want to save the 
details to your keychain. 
Accepting doesn't overwrite 
any existing ones. The next 
time you sign in to the site, 
clear the contents of the field 
that shows one of your 
usernames and Safari will list 
all relevant accounts from 
your keychain for you. 


In Safari 6, clicking a Google Search result added a 
long Google redirection URL and a blank page 
title to your browsing history in place of the page 
you visited. This made it difficult to pick out 
page that you wanted to revisit, which might have 
driven you to a different browser or search 
engine. Safari 7 fixes this problem by recording 
the destination page's real address and title. 


TRACK DOWN 
POWER-HUNGRY APPS 
Mavericks adds energy-saving features 
for Safari plug-ins, and to apps in 
general with the App Nap feature. 
However, if you find yourself wondering 
why your MacBook's battery is draining 
quickly, click the battery iconin the 
menu bar. Give it a moment to look at 
your apps and it'll list any that are using 
significant power. Click the name of one 
of them to jump straight to it in Activity. 
Monitor's new Power tab to take 
a closer look. 


iTunes’ MiniPlayer no longer needs to be kept on-screen 
just to see what's currently playing. In the Notifications 
preferences pane, make sure iTunes is set to display 
banners. Next, open the Preferences window in iTunes. 
Under General, enable ‘When song changes. The adjacent 
option, ‘Keep all song changes in Notification Center, is a 
quick way to review recently-played tracks, although it 
means more clutter in Notification Center. Remember 
that this information is also available from the bulleted 
list icon in iTunes’ status area. 


In an app that can store documents in iCloud 
(which includes TextEdit, Preview and Apple's 
iWork apps) choose File > Open and select iCloud 
at the top-left of the window that appears. Like 
List view in the Finder, the iCloud document 
browser's equivalent view lets you sW/-click a 
column heading and add a Tags column to see 
exactly what's applied to each document. Switch 
to Icon view and scroll up on the document list to 
find options to sort it by name, by date or - new 
in Mavericks - by tag. 


PINPOINT AN ADDRESS 


Several apps integrate with Maps, 
allowing you to plot a route from a 
contact card, the location of an event in 
your calendar, or a place sent to you in 
an email with just a few clicks. If you deal 
with addresses in an app that isn’t 
integrated, turning on Show Map under 
Shortcuts > Services > Text in the 
Keyboard preferences is useful. In the 
app, select text that includes at least a 
street or city name 
and a postcode, 
then press the 
shortcut you 
assigned to see the 
address in System 
Preferences. Note 
that there are some 
apps in which this 
doesn’t work. 


p 
Keyboard preferences pane (don't forget the 
ellipsis in the item’s name). 

Additional PDF options, including custom 
workflows created in Automator, remain 
accessible from the Print dialog's PDF button. 


GET BUSINESS 
SUGGESTIONS 
When you type keywords such 
as ‘pizza’ into Maps’ search bar, it 
displays business suggestions. 
These are based on proximity to 
the area you're vi 

than your current location. 


ing, rather 


MORE SOURCES FOR 
ACCOUNT PICTURES 


Preferences, select your account, then click 
your account picture to the right. You can 
choose a new one from your Photo Stream in 
iCloud (to which all photos taken with your 
iPhone can be sent), or from faces detected by 
iPhoto when you imported pictures into its 
library from other cameras. 


eful tools for 

, but it’s no 

. It doesn't appear in 
ver, it shov 
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cation’ 


BETTER SEARCHING IN NOTES 

You could already search all of your notes using 
the app’s search bar. Since notes can be any 
length, pressing | + F searches only the 
currently selected note — a search bar will appear 
at the top of it. As before, “= +/+ F/ moves the 
focus to the search bar to inspect all notes. 


e+’ button in Contacts no longer simply 


contact cat 


displays a menu of sh 


normally tucked 


an cho 


MORE PROTECTION 
FOR YOUR KIDS 


camera and any in an external display. 


DETACH TAGS FROM 
MULTIPLE FILES 


If you want to reuse tags across multiple 
projects, you might want to detach them 
from old files to avoid search results being 
cluttered. To detach tags from multiple 

files, 
press + #}+ | 


elect those files in the Finder and 
At the top of the 
Multiple Item Info window, tags that are 


slightly dimmed are applied to only some 
of the selection. You can't 3¢|-click to 
select several tags to remove, but clicking 
one at a time and pressing Backspace is 
still quicker than detaching tags in the 
Finder window. However, you can click 
one tag then Shift-click another to select 
those and all between them, or click in 
the box and press (#|+ A) to select all of 
the tags, then press <| 
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MAVERICKS TIPS 


DESKTOP MACS 
CAN USE POWER NAP 


Power Nap performs a range of useful and 
important tasks when your Mac is, from your 
perspective, asleep. These tasks include receiving 
email, keeping contacts, calendars, reminders 
and notes up to date with changes made on your 
other devices, downloading software updates, 
and backing up with Time Machine. 

Apple lists other things Power Nap does at 
support.apple.com/kb/HT5394. 

Power Nap was introduced in Mountain Lion, but 

it was only available on MacBooks with flas! 
based storage. Mavericks adds it to Mac mini and 
iMac models from Late 2012 and later - and not 
just those with purely flash storage. It also works 
with a hard drive or Fusion Drive. 

We found Power Nap wasn't automatically 
enabled after upgrading a Mac mini. You can 
turn it on in the Energy Saver 
preferences pane, 


BEHAVIOUR 


NEW POWER BUTTON 


A short press of the power button 
used to display a dialog with options 
to shut down, sleep or restart a Mac, 
but in Mavericks it puts a Mac to 
sleep, and wakes one already in that 
state. The old dialog appears if you 


MOVE BETWEEN FINDER 
TABS WITH THE KEYBOARD 


Just as halding | when clicking a link in Safari opens it in a new 
tab, it opens a double-clicked folder in a new tab in the current Finder 

window. The Finder's Window menu lists «t!|+!@|+—1 and e+] for 

switching between tabs. Depending on your handedness, you might find it 


Are you sure you want to shut down your 
computer now? 


( Reopen windows when logging back in 


Cancel 


Sleep | Shut Down — 


hold the power button — Apple says 
for 1.5 seconds, but we found it took 
a longer. Hold the button for five 
seconds if you want to force a Mac 
to turn off; it risks losing unsaved 
data and is intended for when a Mac 
is unresponsive and other shutdown 
options are inaccessible. 


easier to use | /+(#)+{ 1 and @ + # +1] instead. (This works in Safari too.) 


SYNC GOOGLE CONTACTS 


CHANGE YOUR KEYCHAIN’S 
SECURITY SETTINGS 


ing has moved from Contacts. To turn it 
select your Gmail account in the Internet 
Accounts pane in System Preferences and check 


the box next to Contacts, 


yo Pl h 
grant access toa new device. This pane lets you 
change the security code if you think it might be 
compromised, if you want to switch it from a 
simple PIN code to a complex password, or if you 
want to turn it off. 


SAVE EVEN SENSITIVE 
PASSWORDS 


After walking through the steps to turn 
on keychain syncing (found in System 
Preferences > iCloud), go to Safari's 
AutoFill preferences. It can sync 
usernames and passwords and bank card 
details between Macs and iOS 7 devices. 
Some sites, such as those for online 
banking, request that passwords aren't 
saved, which is a sensible default for 
devices you don't own. If youre 
comfortable ignoring this request on your 
personal Mac, click the adjacent 
Passwords tabs and put a tick next to 
‘Allow AutoFill even for websites that 
request passwords not be saved! 


Pene 
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an email address 


UPDATE YOUR BANK 
CARD DETAILS 


details of your old card to amend them, Changing 
the long card number is the only detail that 
requires the password for your Mac user account. 
This also saves time if you make a mistake 


3 


Your stuff, anywhere 


Alan 


Stonebridge 


alan@macformat.com 


enter a password > 


Get ready for the new operating systems. 
VMware Fusion 6 is optimised for Windows 8.1 and 
Mavericks to give you the ride of your life. We also 
gave our performance a boost to run Windows faster 
than ever and handle powerful Windows applications. 
It's the ultimate way to run Windows on a Mac. 


vmware.com/go/fusion-uk en 


© 2013 VMware, Inc. All rights reserved, 


& Safari File cuit 


Open in New Tab 
Open in New Window 


MAVERICKS lPs% 


View History Bookmarks Develop _ Window _Help 


‘News: Sony confirms PS4 launch event Ive stream detail 


ras ‘www computerandvdeagames com 
BIC News BBCSpor ESPN Apple ITM News fing Google Yuboo! 


i 


NEWS FEATURES BLOGS VIDEO FORUMS 


Show on twitter.com 
Show CVG on twitter.com 


COMPRESS FILES AND 
FOLDERS FROM THE 
KEYBOARD 


It used to be that no keyboard shortcut 
could be assigned to create a Zip archive 
of whatever is selected in the Finder. 
That's because the name of the r 
item in the Finders File menu chi 
depending on what's selected, But now 
you can set an app shortcut in the 
Keyboard pane’s Shortcuts tab and specify 
‘Compress’ (without the quotes) as the 
shortcut's menu title, Now you can create 
archives without clicking about in menus. 


NEW TAGS IN THE 
FINDER’S SIDEBAR 


Recently-used tags are automatically added to the 
Finder's Sidebar. You can choose for this not to 
happen, though. In the Finder's preferences. Click 
Sidebar and uncheck Recent Tags at the bottom 
of the window. 
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Update Shared Links 


Sony confirms PS4 launch 
event live stream details 


it promises "exclusive world premieres 


ments" 


ARRANGE AND SORT THE 
FINDER’S LIST VIEW 


te ise files into hel 
groups. At this point in previous versions of OS 
X, you couldn't click column headings to sort 

files within each group, but Mavericks allows it. 


‘Sky News Disony Steam adie Times AC Radio? ABC Radio’ BBC Radio Music NPE Neko Case 


+ 41005} Wed 08:46 


VG UK 


° aa 0 


> Fi 


oaG 


~ . 


0 build’a, skatepark 


RELATED 


PlayStation 4 


Video: An in-depth look at the PS4 
Dualsheck 


| © £3 Preview: Dualshock + 


MANAGE FINDER TABS 


Dn 
tab. Then, just like in Safari, drag a tab from the 
first window and drop it anywhere on the second 
‘one to combine them into a single window. 


SEARCH 
USING TAGS 


n't be searched 


from a Finde 


ist of suc 


>» those that are me 


FIND THINGS MORE 


h the Spotl 
wind J ¢ 


f a tag's name 
h bar. If it’s 


uniquely 
ly similar 


AN OVERFLOWING TRASH 


While viewing the contents of the Trash asa list, righ 


heading and turn on the Date Add 
attribute was usually blank, rather tl 


‘olumn. Prior to Mi 
reflecting when 


put in the Trash. Mavericks reliably sets the attribute, which is hel 
if you tend to keep things in the Trash for a while. If you discover 
you've accidentally trashed something but don’t remember its 
filename, you might be able to track it down by date instead. 


You can see what tags are applied to an item by 
right-clicking it and choosing Get Info. The 
Finder's List and Cover Flow views let you check 
tags at a glance. Right-click a column heading 
and turn on the Tags column. When you choose 
Tag under View > Arrange By, things are grouped 
similarly to in All My Files, with one group for 
each tag that's attached to files in the current 
folder. Accordingly, items that have several tags 
attached will be listed several times in the 
window. 


Tags can be dragged out of the sidebar when you 
no longer need them. When you do this, the tag 
isn’t detached from files to which it has already 
been applied. If you need to remove more than a 
few tags, it's quicker to open the Finder's 
preferences and click the Tags tab. There you can 
quickly clear the adjacent boxes to ensure the 
tags don't appear in the Finder's sidebar. 


RENAME, COLOUR 
AND DELETE TAGS 


To rename or delete a tag, simply 
fight-click it in the Finder's sidebar, 
in the All Tags... list (look below all 
other tags in the sidebar), or in the 
Tags tab in the Finder's preferences. 
Colours can be assigned to tags 
from the same menu. 

When you delete a tag, the 
Finder warns that the action 
cannot be undone, and how may 
files will be affected. Proceeding 
automatically detaches the tag 
from those files. Files with coloured 
tags attached are shown with up 
to three matching coloured circles 
next to them in the Finder, but no 
more than that will appear if you 
assign a fourth coloured tag. OS X 
provides seven coloured tags, 
named as such, just like previous 
versions of OS X. You don't have to 
keep them. You can assign the 
same colours to your own tags, 
and the same colour can be 
assigned to multiple tags. 


From 05 X Lion onwards, Apple hides your user 
account's Library folder by default, likely to stop 
inexperienced Mac users accidentally deleting 
files needed by apps. If you this doesn't suit you 
and you don't want to hold = to reveal your 
Library in the Finder's Go menu, there's anew 
preference to make the folder permanently 
visible. Go to your account's Home folder, choose 
View > Show View Options, and check Show 
Library Folder near the bottom of the window 
that appears. 
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ruarkaudio 


made for music 


Music systems for the 21st century 


Asa family owned British company for over 30 years wehave 
worked within the revered British audio industry, creating 
high fidelity loudspeakers for music and audio enthusiasts. 


Seeing a niche in the market, in 2004 we made a radical 
decision to diversify and applied our expertise to develop a 
series of fine small audio products. Our aim was to create 
products with broad appeal but capable of sound quality that 
belied their beauty and compact size. 


To learn more It us or to request a brochure 


Other mod 


s also available: 


R1 DAB/FM radio R2i tabletop stereo 


Mateter | Pos isa tracernark of Apple Inc 
IPod | reqctured inthe lS. and other courtrioe 


please visit our 


Réi integrated music system 


| digitalradio || 


Since launching our first units in 2006, 
our models have quickly become 
regarded as the finest available, with all 

gaining critical acclaim and awards for 

their striking design and sound 


HiFiChoice described our productsas 
Very smartly built and well thought- 
out, the true glory here is sound that 
needs no special pleading on grounds 
of convenience - full bodied, neutral 
and detailed.” A sentiment of which we are rightly proud. 


n 01702 601410 


R7 high fidelity radiogram 


Wwww.ruarkaudio.com 


IMPROVE 


iWork | Mac Apps | System | 


Make a visually 
stunning newsletter 
using Apple's Pages 

Another great iWork 


in the Cloud tutorial, 
over on page 42 


= Improve 
THIS ISSUE 


DID YOU : 
KNOW? iWORK 
MAC APPS 


Premiere Elements assisted modes 44 


= Share iTunes with your family 46 
- = Improveimages using Cures 48 
eveiyouleve Premiere Elements Coding with LiveCode Start making your own apps 50 
Gownnicaded Use its Quick and Guided modes pas Programming the easy way p50 Getgestrescs wih Books; 54 
Mavericks, you Get from A to B with Maps. 56 
can copy the =~ 
installer from your aN SYSTEM 
Apaleaton - § a ] = 
folder to an = Secure your data 58 
external drive for io a. Ga 
later use. If you've ios 
already installed a | & - San 
seri aoa Reacing on your Mac EasyiOS photoediting = "7" ” 


Enjoying ebooks with iBooks p54 Better snaps with GroupShot p60 
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Mende TiRel se: 


Design online with Pages 


this pow 


Anyone can do it 
60 minutes 


Mac OS X 10.8.2 or 
later, compatible web 
browser, internet 
connection, Apple ID 


Make a stylish newsletter with 
rful yet easy-to-use app 


4 Pages is Apple’s own word-processing 
ip ‘a app, and it's designed to help everyone 
« cteate great-looking documents. It also 
shares a lot with Keynote, the tool used 

by Apple for its launch event presentations, 

And now, with Pages for iCloud, Apple has taken 
the functionality further to create an online word 
processor that's just as capable of making visually 
pleasing documents. There is an impressive set 
of templates to help you start, and using the built- 
in Styles ensures the end product looks really slick 
and professional, However, what makes this app 
really convenient is you can work on your 
documents anywhere — and share the workload 
using collaborative tools, too. Everything is saved 
automatically to your iCloud account. 

In this tutorial we're going to create a family 
newsletter from a template. This will use images and 
a headline, but the tricks here can easily be used to 
create other documents too. Let's get started with 
Pages for iCloud... Mark Hattersley 
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NEWSLETTER 


a 
Wa 


Pages comes with a range of templates for all kinds 

of documents. Create letters, resumes, projects, 
posters, and more. Here we start with a newsletter 
template. Starting with a template gives you an idea of 
what to write and where to insert images. 


IMPROVE 


HOW TO | CREATE AND SHARE IN PAGES FOR iCLOUD 


Open Pages 
Open icloud.com in Safari and enter your 
Apple ID and password, Click the Pages icon. 
We're going to use a template, so click Create 
Document. Scroll down to Newsletters and 
choose Serif Newsletter. This will open a new 
Safari window containing the template. 


THE APPLESEEDS 
Mh yn 
id 


Fine-tuning text 
Fine-tune each piece of text by 
highlighting it and using the Font Family, 
Font Typeface, Bold, Italics, Underline and 
Strikethrough options. You can also use the 
Line Spacing and Paragraph Spacing sliders 
to add space between your text items. 


Share the newsletter 


When the letter is finished, tap Share and 
Share Document. The first time you do this youl 
get a waming that anyone with a link can edit 
the document. Click Continue. Copy and paste 
the link to share it, or click Email Link and send 
it using the Mail for iCloud app. 


“) Add text 


Your document will have a custom 
background, images and dummy text. Click the 
header that reads ‘Today's News’ and type in 
your own; we've gone for'The Appleseeds’ Press 
3+ 4 to select it all, and use the Font Size 
down arrow in the sidebar to make it smaller. 


L ) Update images 

“—" Changing the template images to your 
ownis a bit different in Pages, as there’s no 
Update Image button. The easiest way to 
replace an image is to open a Finder window 
containing your image, then drag and drop it 
‘onto the image you want to replace. 


This newsletter has 
been shared with 
others (indicated by 
the green light of the 
Share icon in the 
Toolbar). If these users 
have an iCloud 
account they will be 
able to open and 
edit the document 
in their version of 
Pages for iCloud 


“Using Text Styles 

\—*  psyou select different text, the sidebar 
changes to offer options for what you choose. 
There are also Paragraph styles for all templates. 
Change the subhead and choose Caption from 
the Paragraph Style list. Now size it using the 
Font Size controls. We've gone for 30pt. 


THE APPLESEEDS 
SS 


/~ Add extra images 
Personalise a document by adding extra 
images. Click image at the top of the window, 
then Choose Image. Select an image and it'll 
drop in. Click and drag to move it, and use the 
Drag Handles (blue circles) to resize it. Add 
effects using the Image options in the Sidebar. 


THE APPLESEEDS 


ae! 
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IMPROVE 


Dive into Premiere 


If you're new to filmmaking, ease in with Quick and Guided sections 


QUICK LOOK 
AROUND THE UI 


SKILL LEVEL 
Anyone can do it 


IT WILL TAKE 
30 minutes 


YOU'LL NEED 
Adobe Premiere 
Elements 12 (or tral 
version), some video 
clips, no previous 
experience required 


We take a look 


at working in 
Expert Mode, 


Like any function of 
any program, video 
editing can feel 
intimidating at first, but 
the more comfortable you get with 
how the program works, the more 
features you can reveal in order to 
gain access to them quickly. OF 
course, if all those functions were 
available at first, you'd probably feel 
‘overwhelmed and might never 
start a video project in the first place. 
So in order to solve this issue, and 
offer software that caters to both 


Adobe came up 
with the clever idea 
of offering tw 
separate interfaces: 
Quick and Expert 


WE cratetieties senor 
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novices and moderately experienced 
editors, Adobe came up with the 
clever idea of offering two separate 
interfaces: Quick and Expert. If youre 
anewcomer, Quick is the way to go, 
but if you're more comfortable with 
the nuances of the work at hand, 
you may well prefer Expert. 

With version 12, Adobe has also 
added a new section, Guided. Think 
of it as your own personal trainer; if 
you have no idea where to start, 
select it, choose a tutorial and yellow 
guides appears to help you 
understand the section the floating 
window refers to. 

‘We'll be looking at the Quickand 
Guided sections in this month's 
tutorial, in order to help you 
familiarise yourself with the basics of 
video editing using Adobe Premiere 
Elements 12. 

Steve Paris 


Guided 

G} This button 
accesses the 

tutorial section. You 

remain in whichever 

mode youare in, bet 

Quick or Expert. 


The Window 
2) Once you've 

= chosen a tutorial 
to follow, a window 
appears at the top-left 
with instructions. 
You can drag it to 
anywhere you like ifits 
location obstructs an 
interface element. 


Back/Next 
rs) Read through the 


= instructions and 
click on the Back or Next 
buttons, or the window 
updates itselfas you 
carry out the actions. 


Highlights 
© veut uid 
~ through the 
process, interface 
elements are 
highlighted with a 
yellow border and a 
yellow arrow to help 
pinpoint where you 
need to go next. 


IMPROVE 


HOW TO| GET STARTED WITHTHE QUICK SECTION 


Finding Clips 

When you launch Elements you're given 
a choice of going to the Organiser or the Editor. 
Choose the latter and create a new project. Your 
interface looks bare with just the ‘Add Media’ 
link in the middle. Click on it to reveal a menu. 


» Adding Files 
“Ifyou choose ‘Files and Folders, you can 
browse through your hard drive and select a 
clip. You can preview it first. The Element 
Organiser section lets you see which clips you've 
stored there. You can select multiple ones and 


click on ‘Add Files’ to add them to your movie. 


The Playhead 


The Playhead and the preview section 
are linked: the preview shows the frame the 
Playhead is over. Hit spacebar to start playback 
and the Playhead moves along the timeline, You 
can also drag it to another location. Click on the 
scissors to make a cut at the Playhead's location. 


/. Reorder and Delete 
"Having cut a clip in two, you can click on 
‘one of the sections and hit Delete to remove it 
from your edit. You can also reorder your clips. 
Select one then drag to the left or right. A green 
line appears between two clips, to show where 
the dragged clip ends up when you release it. 


7 a | 


~ Zooming In 
To the right is a slider. You can use it to 
see the clips. Each clip’s thumbnail represents its 
duration, so the longer the clip, the wider it will 
be, As you drag from left to right, the clips 
should spread across your screen. The zooming 
in is based on where your playhead is located. 


e94lam 2 Q i= 


Publish+Lemew > 


a 
LABEL UP 


Name your project by clicking 
‘on the Save button, top-right 
of the interface. Click on it to 
choose what to call your film, 
and where to save it on your 
Mac or external hard drive. 


(Trimming 

You can also trim your clips, by moving 
the cursor to the edge of a clip. As you do, the 
cursor changes shape. You can drag inwards to 
trim the start or end of your clip. The main 
preview shows the previous clip’s end frame and 
the moving start frame of the selected clip. 


More import 

Add new clips anywhere in your project. 
Move the playhead over the edit point (between 
two clips) where youd like to insert new 
footage. Click‘Add Media’ and select a file. You 
can also drag the playhead withotit;closing the 
import window to add a clip elsewhere. 


—. Navigate 

~~" Under the preview are control buttons. 
Play/Stop can also be triggered with the 
spacebar, Step Back Left/Right, with the arrow 
keys. The more you click Rewind or Fast Forward, 
the faster yougo, the last:two buttonsiet you 
Jump to previous ornextedit points, 
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IMPROVE 


Share and 
organise your 
‘iTunes content 
with other users. 


Share iTunes with 


SKILL LEVEL 


Anyone can do it 


IT WILL TAKE 


15 minutes 


YOU'LL NEED 


More than one Mac, 
extemal hard drive 
(optional) 
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Tunes file ES View Contol Stare Windows. Hal 


Do you have multiple users 
‘on your Mac? You might 
Notice that iTunes creates 
- individual folders for each 
user in the Home/Music folder. That's 
great if youd rather net listen toa 
relative's Glee soundtrack collection, but 
Not so good if you want to share lots of 
stuff - music, movies, TV shows, and so 
on - because you could end up with 
gigabytes of duplicated content, your 
hard disk space rapidly shrinking and a 
lot of wasted hours as everyone spends 
time on your Mac needlessly populating 
their own separate iTunes folders, 
The smart way around this is to create 
a shared iTunes folder, which might be 
located either in Your Mac/Users/Shared 
oron an external hard drive that’s 
connected to your Mac (whether 


Christmas 2013 


yy SNaring with 


wirelessly or via cables). Either way, 
everyone who uses your Mac can still 
have their own customised iTunes 

library - the only difference is the way in 
which its media contents are shared. 

You don't have to start from scratch to 
replace a jumble of user folders with a 
shared folder. The only tedious thing 
about merging an existing set of 
previously separate iTunes folders is your 
new library inevitably fills with all kinds 
of inconsistencies, from duplicated 
content to incorrectly tagged files with 
missing artwork, and sorting these out 
takes alittle work. The step-by-step guide 
on the opposite page reveals all you 
need to know about organising your 
family’s media libraries, then combining 
them all together in one central location 
Nick Peers 


our family 


—_ 


rs ( 


OLD LINKS 


Organising your shared 
library leaves links to duplicate 
tracks you've removed. To get 
rid of these completely, go to 

dougscripts.com and search for 
“Super Remove Dead Tracks" 

Download the script and run it on 

all user accounts, 


IMPROVE 


HOW TO| SET UP A CENTRALISED, SHARED iTUNES MEDIA LIBRARY 


Share your library 
Pick a shared folder (on your Mac or an 
‘external drive), go to iTunes > Preferences > 
‘Advanced, click Change and swap the default 
folder from iTunes/Music/iTunes to this new 
location. Tick ‘Keep Media folder organised’ and 
‘Copy files to iTunes Media folder... Click OK. 


4A Remove duplicates 

It likely your newly consolidated library 
contains some anomalies, such as duplicate 
entries, missing artwork or incorrect metatags. 
Hold =! and go to View > Show Exact Duplicate 
Items to track down multiple entries. You need 
to manually delete each duplicate you find. 


E 
© 


if Fill in album artwork 

For missing artwork, try File > Get Album 
Artwork to fill in most of the gaps. Take note that 
this might not do the trick for older or more 
obscure albums; iTunes alerts you to what's 
missing here, allowing you to make a note of the 
affected albums. 


Add shared content 


“) Consolidate your library ~ 


When prompted, choose Yes to move 
and rename your files. Then go to File > Library 
> Organise Library, and tick ‘Consolidate Files: 
If the option is not greyed out, tick Reorganize 
files... > OK. Once this i finished, switch user 
and repeat steps 1 and 2 for each user account. 


Pay ext 


‘Ad to Up Next 


Cat info 
Rating 

Gat Album Artwork 

Clear Downloaded Artwork 


Sort out file tags 

iTunes 11 no longer allows you to 

fix missing and incorrect file tags for your entire 
library. Instead, you need to select the 
problematic tracks in batches, right-click and 
choose Get Track Names. iTunes then attempts 


Once the libraries are organised, select 
the media you'd like to include (File > Add to 
Library). Select the iTunes Media folder to 
include everything, or choose specific folders or 
files. Take note: additions to other user libraries 
won't automatically show in yours in the future. 


Make manual changes 
You can also manually add information. 
Right-click individual tracks to edit them in 
isolation, or select an entire album and choose 
Get Info to apply common tags such as album, 
album artist and genre. Add the details required, 


to download the correct information. 


and then click OK. 


EXPERT TIP | HELP FOR LARGER LIBRARIES 


While iTunes has all the tools you 
need to edit and organise your 
media library prior to consolidating it 
ina shared folder, you might find the 
tools on offer aren't particularly user- 
friendly. The process is perfectly 
adequate for smaller libraries, but if 
your hard drive is packed full of 
duplicate media files covering a wide 
range of albums not supported by 
iTunes, you might want more help, 
Fortunately, there's a tool for both 


Mac and PC called TuneUp ($39.95, "Soe 
tuneupmedia.com; try it out first = 
with the free Lite version for Mac). 
This can automate much of the 
process, with tools removing large 
numbers of duplicates, locating 
suitable album artwork and finding 
missing tag information by 
analysing the track's audio. The 
plug-in also boasts Tuniverse, 

a service that offers concert alerts, 
videos and the like, 
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Improve | images using curves 


Take things further 


15 minutes 


Photoshop Elements 
10 or later, Aperture 3 
(optional), 
imported pictures 


_UIVE 


The colour-correcting 
tool Curves can seem 
tricky to get the hang 
of in Photoshop 
Elements. It was borrowed from the 
app’s bigger brother and made its 
first appearance in version 10. It has 
now been implemented in a 
slightly more user-friendly way, yet 
hidden behind a menu and name 
that do it no favours at all, 

Curves’ strength is its ability to 
differently affect the highlights, 
midtones and shadow areas of your 
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s adjustm 


image. The Curves window contains 
agraph, with the image's tones 
arranged from darkest to lightest 
These are the input tones. 

What Curves adds is the vertical 
axis, which contains the same range 
of tones (known as output tones). 
The line of the graph maps the 
tones to one another — so a straight 
line means the tones are 
unchanged, but if you manipulate 
the line you can cause wider ranges 
of input tones to be mapped to 
narrow ranges of output tones 
(compression) and vice versa, 

Compressing tones provides 
more contrast. And as you 
manipulate the curves, you can 
alter contrast throughout the 
image. We've chosen an image of 
an ow! that lacks contrast, so welll 
be looking to compress the tones 
to increase it. lan Evenden 


ents to boost ¢ 


contrast 


CURVES IN ELEMENTS 


Before/after 
Elements allows 
youto see the 

effect your changes have 

inreal time. The open 
image filereflects the 
changes you make, too. 


The curves 
Thisis the tone 
curve itself. In 

Elements, you're not 

able to add extra points 

tothe graph like you 
would in full Photoshop 
or Aperture, but the five 
here are enough for 
most situations. 


Presets 

Elements provides 

presets that cover 
common image-editing 
needs, They're often 
enough to fix problems, 
or provide a starting 
point for you to build on, 


Sliders 

These sliders are 

used to affect the 
tone curve. Theyre 
labelled, although we 
occasionally find that 
sliding them in ane 
direction has the 
opposite effect. 


IMPROVE 


HOW TO| HOWTO ADJUST AN IMAGE'S TONE CURVE 


The Curves dialog 


Once your image is open in Elements, 
bring up Curves by selecting Enhance > Adjust 
Color > Adjust Color Curves. However, there's 
not a lot of colour adjustment going on; we're 
just adjusting the way tones are displayed, and 
how bright they are in relation to one another. 


An S curve 

Making your tone curve into the shape of 
an Sis a classic Curves adjustment, as it lightens 
the lighter parts and darkens the darker parts. 
The Increase Contrast preset is a good place to 
start, then gradually nudge the highlights to the 
right and shadows left until you're happy. 


Presets 

When you start, the line on the graph is 
straight, meaning the input tones along the 
bottom are mapped directly to their output. We 
want to change that, so let’s begin with the 
presets. Our image is lacking contrast, but most 
of the presets are making it worse. 


Selections 


As with many adjustments, you can apply 


Curves to one part of an image ~ useful for 
when one change doesn't suit the entire photo. 
Here we've selected the background with the 
Magic Wand and inverted it (i#)+ @|+ 1), so 
we're applying Curves solely to the owl. 


Sliders 


Control the image with sliders. Hit Reset, 
then slide Midtone Brightness and Contrast to 
the right to increase them, while Adjust 
Shadows slides left, to darken. For more 
contrast, slide Adjust Highlights right. The curve 
now starts to look like an S. 


RESET BUTTON 


If your tweaks aren't working 
out, don't panic. Elements 
or Aperture apps feature 

a reset button; Aperture’ is 
a U-turn arrow. Elements’ is 
on the Curves dialog. 


Aperture 

More advanced Curves adjustments are 
available in Aperture. Click on the Adjustments 
palette and pick Curves from the New 
Adjustment menu. A Curves brick appears on 
the left, with the graph in it and an image 
histogram displayed behind it. 


Drag the graph 

Aperture allows you to set control points 
‘on the Curves graph and drag them to make 
adjustments. You are also able to set the black 
and white points of your images by dragging 
the end control points, by clicking parts of your 
image, or using the sliders below the histogram. 


Shadows 

Selecting Shadows from the Range menu 
‘on the Curves brick focuses on darker tones, so 
we can make more precise adjustments to the 
darker parts of the image. Since there are no 
presets, this ability to get the contrast exactly 
right in shadows is extremely helpful. 
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IMPROVE 


liveCode is free and 


easy to use— perfect for 
first-time app-makers, 


Start making your Own apps 


nat 


YU want 


Ever wanted to make your 
‘own software? Have a 


SKILL LEVEL : 
Take things further genius idea for a new 

‘a utility? Want a virtual gizmo 

IT WILL TAKE that does just what you want? Software 

15 minutes development is normally seen as being 

a incredibly hard and long-winded, but if 
YOU'LL NEED you pick the right toolkit, it doesn’t have 

LiveCode 


tobe. LiveCode (formerly known as 
Revolution), is a software-building toolkit 
that's both incredibly powerful and 
surprisingly easy to learn and use, It uses 
alain English scripting language where 
instructions are written in clear, logical 
sentences, and by picking a few options 
ina window, your work can be turned 
into apps for (deep breath) the Mac, 
Windows, Linux and Unix, Android and 
105, And as if this wasn't good enough, 
LiveCode is available as free, open-source 


Community Edition, 
Mac OS X 10.5.8 


NEXT MONTH 
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) 


1 build your « 


software. Yep, you don't have to pay a 
bean to design and develop cross- 
platform software. We know this sounds 
like it can't be true, but itis 

First, some basics. LiveCode uses the 
traditional stack of cards’ concept for 
everything you do. You put buttons, text 
fields, graphic boxes and other items 
onto a card, and the card is stored ina 
document called a'stack: Cards inside a 
stack aren't the same as pages inside a 
document, but it isn't far off the mark 

There's a Tools palette with the Run 
and Edit tools — the pair of arrow buttons 
~ at the top. Use the Edit tool to select, 
move and resize any item on a card, and 
use the Run tool to see how things 
behave in action. Add buttons, text fields 
and other items by dragging them from 
the Tools palette onto your card 


own with 


= 


What gives a LiveCode stack its 
interactivity and intelligence are the 
scripts ~ the instructions that make 
things happen when some event such 
as a mouse click or tap happens. These 
‘events’ are triggers that kick the relevant 
handlers’ your scripted instructions — 
into life. And what could those 
instructions do? Well, practically anything 
atall! The main limit really is your 
imagination - once you're up and 
running, anyway. 

The standard first project in practically 
every programming course or training 
book is ‘Hello world’; making something 
that displays those words when itis run 
ota button is clicked. That's a little boring, 
especially since LiveCode makes this kind 
of thing so much easier to do. Well do 
this, but then welll add a couple of twists 


IMPROVE 


QUICK LOOK | AROUND THE MAIN TOOLS 


Tools palette 
(1) The Tools palette contains 

~~ interface items that can be 
added to a card, plus tt contains the 
Run and Edit tools, 


Code Editor window 
(2) All script editing is done here, 
“= The instructions are styled 
and coloured as you edit the text. 


LiveCode Dictionary 
© Lotains everything thatsin 

“= the language; every keyword, 
message, property, control 
structure and more. 


Inspector palette 

oO Gives quick and easy access to 
practically every property, 

parameter and behaviour for every 

item ina card, and for the card and 

the stack itselfas well. 


to keep things interesting, Fits, let's look 
at the simplest possible script, something 
that beeps when clicked: a'‘mouseUp’ 
event handler witha single instruction: 


With the Edit tool selected, drag a button 
from the Tools palette onto your card, 
and then click the Script button in the 
toolbar to open the items script. Because 
it's a button, it has an empty mouseUp 
handler ready for you; just type Beep in 
that empty second line. Click the Apply 
button, switch to the Run tool, and click 
the button, When you release the mouse 
(producing a’mouseUp event) the script 
runs and your Mac emits a beep. Of 
course it does, Well, you didn't expect it 
to speak, did you? 

Actually, that’s not such a bad idea. 
Edit the script of this button again - the 
Code Editor window should still be 
‘open - and change BSD to this instead: 


(The BevSpeak command tells the 
LiveCode stack to speak whatever text 
comes next) Apply the change and then 
click the button test it out. Now your 
Mac really is speaking to you! Fun, but 
let’s take this a little further with our 
‘Hello World’ exercise. Drag a Scrolling 
Text Field from the Tools palette onto 
your card, then go back to the Code 
Editor window, (If it's closed, switch to 
the Edit tool, select the button and then 
click the Script button in the toolbar.) 
Change the script to the following: 


The scrolling text field you added is field 
1D. so that's where the text is put, and it’s 
also what that BEVSpeak instruction 
uses. You can refer to things by name 
100, which can be very useful. Let’s give 
this text field 2 proper name and tweak 
some of its settings. Switch to the Edit 
tool, select the field, and click the 
Inspector button in the toolbar. In the 


if 
TYPE: same vce (3) 


Syatar 


See AlsO: wees Came 
Introduced: i» 


Platforms: nate sews ent nd se 


Examples 


Inspector palette, change the field's 
name to Hal, uncheck the Focusable and 
the'V' scrolling box, and check the Lock 
Text box. Then go back to the Code 
Editor window and change the field 
references to fiGI@N"HAI" instead, This 
won't change anything, but it means you 
can have other text fields on your card 
and shuffle them back and forth, which 
changes the number, without getting 
things confused. 

The next step is to make our script 
produce different responses at different 
times of the day. To get the time you 
simply have to use the phrase 
in your scripts. So if you 

it will show you what 
time it is, for example:'10:24 AM. And yes, 
that is a working line of LiveCode script; 
it really is that clear. So how do we get 
the script to see if it is morning and say 
‘Good morning ’or say Good afternoon’ 
if it is later? That's where a good old bit of 
‘if’ logic comes in handy. Asking if!tie! 

works: either it 

does (it's morning) or it doesn't (it’s the 
afternoon), The simple way would be to 
do this with two lines: 


LIVECODE 
WORDS 


If you're not sure 
what keywords 
do or you want 
to know details 
about a ‘phrase, 
the searchable 
LiveCode 
Dictionary is a 
great resource, It 
shows how 
something is 
used, gives 
examples of it 
being used in 
scripts, and 
provides links to 
similar entries in 
the language. 


° 
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© andi the time contains "PM" 


STAND- 
ALONES 


Building a 
standalone app 
is easy, but it’s 
worth looking 
at the options 
provided in that 
Standalone 
Applications 
Settings window. 
Things here get 
easily ignored, 
but keeping 
version numbers 
up to date can 
help you keep 
track of which is 
the newest app 
by checking its 
Info window in 
the Finder. 


then put "Good afternoon Dave" 
into field! “Hal, inside the mouseUp 
handler. This works, but there's a more 
flexible way to do these'if' things ~ using 
an if-then-else structure across multiple 
lines. Basically, it works like this: if 
[something 's true], #hen [do this], €l8e 
[do that]. Break it into different lines like 
the following and you see the code 
indented automatically 


This ‘if’ structure can deal with more than 
two options by adding another then 
check after that ‘else’ bit, but the switch- 
case’ structure is much better for more 
complex logic. By the way, be careful 
when assuming things will work if your 
Mac is set to use a 24-hour clock you 


might not have AM or PM shown in the 
time. Fortunately, checking the Bngish: 
time rather than just thie time makes 
sure you always get the AM/PM suffix no 
matter how the user's Mac is set up. 

Now let's turn this into a standalone 
application that can be run by your 
friends without having LiveCode 
installed, First save your stack, naming 
it'Hello Davelivecode’ and then choose 


0O08d0COREDOEEOD > 


Standalone Application Settings is where you setup your app soit can be run on ffrentplatfoms. 


File > Standalone Application Settings to 
see the options available. First, choose 
the Linux tab and uncheck the option to 
make an application for that platform — 
unless you want to, of course, This 
window lets you set up the options for 
every platform: Mac, Windows, Linux (and 
other Unix flavours), iOS and Android. 
There's just one hiccup to note: the open- 
source version of LiveCode can only be 


HOW TO|GET STARTED WITH LIVECODE 


Beep 

Start by making a new ‘mainstack’ from the File menu. That's your 
new LiveCode document, which includes your first card. Go to the Tools 
palette and drag any Button object onto your card. This is automatically 
selected with the Edit tool, which is the second of the two arrow buttons 
at the top of the Tools palette. 

Click the Code button in the Toolbar to open the Code Editor window, 

ready to add/edit scripts for the selected object. As a button, it has a 
‘mouseUp' handler ready to use. In the empty second line, type the word 


‘beep. Click the Apply button, switch to the Run tool, and click the button. 


52 | MacFormat.com | Christmas 2013 


» Hello Dave 


“Add a text field to your card, then tell the button to put some 
words into it. Drag a Scrolling Field object onto the card. Hover over the 
items to see the descriptions. In code terms, this is field 1 Go back to the 
Code Editor window and replace beep with these two lines of script: 


Sov in the field. 
al. 


used to make open-source apps under 
a licence that isn't compatible with the 
App Store, To get your iOS apps onto 
the App Store — or to create a locked 
down app for any platform - you need 
the commercial version of LiveCode. 

Back to the task in hand. Use the 
General section of the Standalone 
Application Settings window to name 
your app, and then look in the Mac 
section. Here you can assign an icon, 
set its version and more, though it 
doesn't need all these to run. 

Close the Standalone Application 
Settings window and choose File > 
Create Standalone Application, Pick 
where the thing is to be made, give it a 
few seconds, then open the new folder, 
wherever you chose to make it. Double 
click the application icon and your ‘Hello 
Dave' app springs into life. 

Fun, eh? Also extremely simple. Quit 
your new app and step back to the 
LiveCode stack. Using the Edit tool, tidy 
up so it doesn't look like such a random 
pile. Next, welll get this to run your 
buttons mouseUp handler script as 
soon as it opens. To do this welll put an 
GpeHCAH event handler into the cards 


script. This means that when your app 


a 


18 wonnve 


~ if-then-else 


Icons to display on ask and answer dialogs 
‘Application ion: bs 


ust 


‘Small Application leon ® 


@ Enter the information and have Revolution wrt the PST fle fer you 


Choose a PLIST file to import into the application buncle 


Name: | Hello Dave 
Signature: [777 
Version information 


Short Version: | 1.0.0.0 


Get info String: | Untitied 1 Version 1.0.0.0 


Copyright Nove 


Bundle identifier: | com.untiied 


opens, it opens the card, causing an 
openCard event, This script runs when 
that happens, doing whatever you tell it 
to do. Let’s send a mouseUp event 
directly to your button to trigger its own 
mouseUp handler. 

First, choose Object > Card Script. This 
opens the Code Editor window with the 
cards script tab, Add this script, click 
Apply, and the job is done, When the 
stack is opened, the openCard script 
runs, which tells the button’s mouseUp 


Document Type: 


Document Extension. 


Long Version: | Untitled 1 1.0.0.0 


2015 Allvights reserved worldwide 


sctipt to run, which then does its stuff. 


‘on openCand 
_ send mouseUp to button 1 


Over the next few months, welll ook at 
creating more sophisticated things in 
LiveCode, including games and utilities. 
Explore LiveCode, and try the online 


tutorials at livecode.com. 
Keith Martin 


IMPROVE 


The General section is where 
you an name and version- 
‘number your app, and more, 


JARGON 
BUSTER 


Those ‘camelCase” 
words you see in 
scripts are 
normal here. 
When words are 
joined together 
to create the 
name fora 
message, it 
keeps things 
more legible if 
the original 
words are given 
initial caps, When 
reading scripts, 
‘returninField' is 
mare legible 
than reading 
‘returninfield’ 
for instance. 


Standalone Application Settings 


~The if-then-else’ logic structure helps your software make decisions 
based on specific conditions, We've used the Inspector palette to give the 
field a name, then we refer to it by name in the code, The logic of this 
code is straightforward: if something is true then do this, else do that, 
finishing with end ff, to tell the software to stop this evaluation. Finally, 
the PevSpeak command says what's in field ‘Hal’ You can change which 
voice is used with another line. For example, adding PevSetSpeech Voice 
"Victoria! changes to the Victoria voice. Click Message Box in the 
Toolbar, type revSpeech Voices and hit retum to see available voices. 


Once you've tested your work, creating an app is simple. First, go 
to File > Standalone Application Settings to look through the app-specific 
details such as the name, version number, custom icon and of course 
which platforms you want to create for. If you have to use Windows, 
now you can make your own software. Android apps can be made and 
submitted to the various Android app stores. You can also create and test 
your own iS apps, but because the non-commericail version of LiveCode 
doesn’tallow you to release to the the App Store, you need to buy the 
commercial version of LiveCode to take your iOS work to that level. 
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Get great reads with iBooks 


p { 


Read fantastic 
iBooks is Apple's 
SKILL LEVEL alternative to Amazon's 
anyone can dot Kindle and other 
ebook readers. I's 
ITWILLTAKE been available on iOS for some time, 
10 minutes and now features in Mavericks as a 
YOU'LLNEED ——Macapp, but books you've bought 
0$X 109 on your iOS device in the past can 


be re-downloaded to and read on 
your Mac as well, The iBooks Store 
can be browsed on your Mac, and 
new books can be purchased and 
downloaded straight to it. There's a 
broad range of books available in 


Some iBooks are 
made exclusively 
for Apple's store to 
take advantage of 
interactive features 


iO pineoks File _tdit_View Go store Window Help 


works of fiction on y« 


ir Mac wit 


the store, and some contain much 
richer content than a continuous 
flow of text. 

Some iBooks are made exclusively 
for Apple's store to take advantage 
of interactive features ~ everything 
from audio and video content to 
textbook diagrams that magnify 
details when you click an annotation. 
If you've purchased books in the PDF 
and ePub formats from other online 
book stores they can be added to 
your iBooks library provided they're 
not copy-protected. Choose File > 
Add to Library. .. then locate the file 
for a book you want to add, Note 
that while PDFs can be added to 
your library, they open in Preview (or 
whichever app you have assigned to 
‘open the file type), hence some 
features available in iBooks are not 
available for such publications. 

Alan Stonebridge 


1 the 


new iBooks app 


QUICK LOOK 
ORGANISE BOOKS 


Browse Downloads 
These buttons © Inaseteary 
switch between interactive books 

ways to view your books. can be large (sometimes. 

Asyourlibrary grows, more than a gigabyte) 

use the search bar to and take a whileto 

find keywords in book download. Monitor their 
titles and authors. progress here. 

Collections Page layout 

© Cickthe + atthe Choose iBooks > 
bottom to create Preferences for 

collection. Drag book options that control how 

covers onto its name in textis laid out. 


the left pane or, in other 
views, right-click 
book and highlight Add 
to Collection. 


Bookmarks, highlights 
and collections an be 
synced between devices 
through iCoud. 


Ci 
orks Seared 


Woks 
Categories 


Purchased 
Books 
POF 
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u 
4 
Px The Making of Star Wars: The Empire Strikes Back (3) 


1 Download Available 
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HOW TO| MAKE THE MOST OF iBOOKS 


ia? GSea 


The iBooks Store 


Click the iBooks Store button to open the 
store. Manage your account under Quick Links 
on the right. Browse using the category buttons 
at the top, by typing in the search bar, or by 
clicking book covers. A free book is provided 
every week under Featured > What's Hot. 


Read a book 


Click the Library button at the top-left to 
leave the store, Double-click a book's cover in 
your library to open it. Ifyou need to refer to 
several books at once ~ perhaps for research ~ 
press [3 +L while reading one to open the 
library in a new window. 


6 Text appearance 

In the book's title bar, press the ‘aA’ icon 
to change how text looks. The font can be 
resized, changed for a range of alternative serif 
or sans serif typefaces, and set against a white, 
sepia or black background to make it much 
easier on your eyes. 


“) Download a sample 


Click a book's cover to see a description 


of it, and a star rating compiled from other 


readers’ feedback. Click Ratings and Reviews to 
read their thoughts in more detail. Click Get 


Sample beneath the cover to download an 
excerpt from the start of a book. 


aA Q Ar 


/ Full screen mode 
"lick the arrows at the top-right of a 
window to view it full-screen. Move the pointer 
to the screen's top edge to reveal the menu bar 
and a blue button that switches back. When 
reading in a window, * + 1 and 3 +2) switch 
between viewing one or two pages at a time. 


i Facebook 
@ Copy Unk 


REQUIREMENTS. 
This book can ony be Wewed ving 


on an Pas. OS 


“Buy a book later 

\O Next to the Buy Book button is adown- 
pointing arrow. Click it to share a link to the 
book on social networks and by iMessage and 
email. The book can also be added to your wish 
list, which is accessible under Quick Links on the 
main store screen. 


AUTO DOWNLOAD 


Books can be bought on your 
Mac and sent straight to iOS 
devices. In the Settings app 
‘on iOS, go to Tunes & App 

Store and enable Books under 

Automatic Downloads. 


Take notes 

Select a range of text and a panel pops 
up, so you can mark the text with a highlight 
colour and, optionally, add a note, Click the 
square notebook icon at the top-left of the 
window to review your notes. Click the page 
number next to one to jump to it. 


“> Add bookmarks 


Click the bookmark icon at the top-right 
of the window or press | +'0) to placea 
bookmark. Several can be placed, making them 
2 useful alternative to notes for marking longer 
passages. Click the arrow next to the bookmark 
icon to see all bookmarks. 
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Get from A to B with Maps 


Explore the world with colour ma 


The Maps app gets passenger in place of an iOS device, Q UICK LOOK 


, satellite photography and 3D views 


— 
SKILL LEVEL = yourjourey onthe directions can be printed out or 
Anyone candoit By toad witounthe seed as FOF tovew on another HOW TO NAVIGATE 
struggle of typing on levice, allowing that person to 
IT WILL TAKE your iPhones eee keyboard. guide you. 
10 minutes Instead, you can browse in comfort Maps is integrated with the 3D view hard to make out. Hybrid 
YOU'LL NEED using your Mac's larger screen and Calendar app to help you get to @ Whenzoomedinto mines thetwo. 
05x 109 full-sized keyboard your next appointment. When you themap, the 
Maps can plot a route between attach an address to an event, a middle ofthese buttons ~~ Orienteering 
two places and, since it's impractical __ small map is displayed as part of lowers the viewing Hold ~= and 
to refer to your Mac while driving, it the event's summary. Clicking it angle and, in some swipe one finger 
can send the directions straight to opens the Maps app for a clearer cities, adds 3D models vertically on a Magic 
your iPhone or iPad to fulfill sat-nav view of the location, and you can of buildings. Mouse (two ona 
duties on the way. If you have a request directions to it. trackpad) to adjust the 
A ‘ When viewing the map with the Different views vertical viewingangle. 
/\ integrated Standard and Hybrid views, points C2) These buttons Hold -= and swipe 
+) kate of interest are shown as coloured = change the map’s horizontally on a Magic 
\ me Caienddar badges. Click one and you see extra —_ presentation, Standard Mouse, or twist with 
app to help \ details, including yelp.com reviews ives a clean view of the twofingers on a 
ab nes for bars and restaurants, photos (if toad network. Yes, trackpad to turn the 
get t Our I any have been posted), and contact Satellite photography map. Click the compass 
and website details for bookings. looks pretty, but in (bottom) to align North 
Alan Stonebridge reality, the roads can be to the top of thescreen, 


eg 


1 
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HOW TO| PLAN A JOURNEY WITH MAPS 


Future Publishing Ud 
30 Monmouth Street ath, WAZ 20L 4 


° 


e 


Search for somewhere 


Type an address in the search bar, then 
press |< to drop a pin there, or click and hold to 
drop a pin at the pointer’s position. Click the ion 
apin’s label to see more about it. Point of 
interest badges in the Standard and Hybrid 
views work just like pins - click one for details. 


AL: 


TD) (Gfuture publishing. bath 


© 


4 Set your starting point 
The start of your route defaults to 
‘Current Location, but you can type over it to 
start elsewhere. The focus is automatically 
placed in the Start box when you reveal the 
sidebar, so type an address or a bookmark’s 
name, then press = to move to the End box. 


« 


Method of travel 


Below and to the left of the End box are 
two buttons that determine the method of 
travel you're using. Maps only offers directions 
for driving yourself and for walking, but not for 
public transport. Click the Directions button to 
have it calculate a route. 


) 


6 
© 


_ Pin options 

‘— From the expanded panel you can report 
incorrect data points of interest, bookmark a 
location, and share it with someone using the 
action button at the top-right. Click the button 
left of the search bar to see bookmarks, and 
click Edit to personalise their names. 


~) Set your destination 


You can enter an address or a bookmark 


name as your destination, but you can also use 
keywords for a business to find, Try ‘pizza’ and 
wait a moment. Note that the suggestions given 
are nearby to where is visible on the map. 
Pressing #|+ |) shows your current location. 


Bi Send to Aerial 


& Email 
© Messages 

@ AirDrop 

y Twitter 

1 Facebook 
Add Bookmark 


[ Send to iOS device 

The map now shows a suggested route 
and alternatives, each with estimated journey 
time. Click one to choose it and see directions in 
the sidebar. Click the action button (top-left) to 
send them to an iOS device signed into the 
same iCloud account as your Mac. 


7STTSs RTE 


“2 Plana journey 

“Click the Directions button at the top-left 
of the window, or press |%)+ ®], to open a 
sidebar where you detail the journey to make. 
You don't have to work in a single window. 
Choose File > New window to work in another 
without losing your place in the first. 


QUICK TIP 


If you find it difficult to read 
the names of streets and 
other places on the map, they 
can be made bigger by 
choosing View > Labels > Use 
Large Labels. 


2 Publishing 


2 On your iOS device 

~~ Your iPhone or iPad shows a notification 
that summarises the route you plan to take. 
Swipe from left to right across it to unlock your 
device, and the route opens in iOS's Maps app. 
Tap Start at the top-right of the screen and your 
device speaks directions. 
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Secure your data 


When new operating systems are i 


SKILL LEVEL 
Suitable for everyone 


IT WILL TAKE 
60 minutes to set up, 
several hours for 
back-ups/cloning 


YOU'LL NEED 
lintel Mac, OS X 106+, 
at least one external 

hard drive, a 
web connection, 

Tunes, iExplorer, 

an [OS device, an 

iCloud account 


Itsa minorhassle to 
remember to manually 
back-up devices via 
‘Tunes, butitsa good 
way of making your 
data safer. 


Boom, Steve Jobs was 

fond of that word, often 

sing it to describe 

something brilliant 
happening on stage during an Apple 
event. But it's also the sound of disaster, 
representing what happens to your data 
if an event beyond your control blows it 
out of existence. 

Because we're so often surrounded 
by data, with computers, smartphones 
and tablets being everywhere, and 
because hardware has come a long way 
from wedging a ZX81's memory 
expansion in place with Blu-Tack so the 
entire system doesn't crash, there's a 
tendency to get complacent. It’s only 
when disaster strikes that you realise 
more care should have been taken with 
your precious data. 

Disaster can take various forms. You 
might lose a device that was never 
backed up - that’s very easy todo 
now mobile hardware is so small. 
Alternatively, you might be happily 
working on your Mac when its internal 
drive decides today is the day to expire, 
taking all your data with it. (Although it’s 
sometimes technically possible to 
subsequently ‘rescue’ data from 
damaged drives, doing so can be a 
time-consuming and extremely 
expensive process.) There's also the 
more mundane issue of overwriting 
data, losing a file through an accidental 
save, or finding huge chunks of your 
digital existence wiped through making 
bigger changes. 

Perhaps the biggest change possible 
‘tomake to a piece of computing 
hardware — short of formatting it or 


58 | MacFormat.com | Christmas 2013 


nstalled, it pays to ensure your data is safe 
wm 
ga as 
mer 
ee os: 
Time Mii) & Src corer nates toe 
orr (“J 
creneebacos (Gama ] (wie | 
Cicero 
fartner changes (© Show Time Machine in menu bar Options. 


Time Machine's almost foolproof; ts therefore sad many Mac users don't back-up atall, 


returning it to factory settings - is 
upgrading the operating system. An 
OS is acomplex beast, and although 
upgrades should be seamless and 
leave your data alone, we've 
experienced and heard of too many 
problems to take that as read, Plenty of 
people have looked on in horror as an 
OS X upgrade wiped photos and 
documents, or as an iPhone being 
upgraded abruptly transformed into a 
glass-and-metal-clad brick. Sometimes, 


It might seem a little 
paranoid to have so 
many back-ups on 
the go, but no one 
system is infallible 


you also find things simply stop working 
post-upgrade - a major problem if you 
use a Mac for work and suddenly find 
applications or services you depend on 
no longer play ball, 

With OS X Mavericks and iOS 7, 
there's no better time to take stock 
regarding keeping data safe and 
setting up a robust back-up scheme. 
Our recommendations cover OS X 
and iOS, with the former at times 
providing an extra layer of security for 
the latter. Along with local back-ups, you 


should also use the cloud, ensuring your 
all-important data’s safe even if your 
devices are all destroyed. 

It might seem a little paranoid to. 
have so many back-up systems on the 
go at once, but no individual back-up 
system is infallible. Although it’s 
complacent to not back-up at all, it’s 
also not a great Idea to have a single 
point of failure. Essentially, each backup 
reduces risk, but it can never be 
removed entirely. With multiple systems, 
though, the likelihood of you losing data 
in the future is much reduced. 
MacFormat editor Christopher Phin uses 
a setup similar to that shown in this, 
tutorial, and states he's never lost any 
data. Rumour has it ifan apocalypse 
comes, all that will survive is cockroaches, 
Twinkies and his back-up system. That's 
what you should aim for. (The ‘keeping 
data safe’ bit - not an apocalypse.) 

At the absolute minimum, we 
strongly recommend using iCloud 
for your iOS devices and Time Machine 
of SuperDuper! for your Macs. Of 
course, you might get lucky and find 
you never need to resort to recovering 
data from a back-up. But if not,a Mac 
‘or device keeling over will be an 
inconvenience rather than a disaster, 
and the few hours and 50 quid or so 
you spent will seem like a very small 
price to pay. 

Craig Grannell 
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HOW TO | KEEP YOUR DATA SAFE 


“Buy some drives 

You can partition an external drive and run multiple 
back-ups to it, but that’s then a single-point-of failure 
regarding hardware. If possible, buy at least two external 
drives. Ensure their capacities at least match that of your Mac. 
(Select your Mac's drive in Finder and use File > Get Info to 
see its capacity.) Even tiny portable 17B drives cost as little as 
£60 online. 


“) Format your drives 


Drives often come with preinstalled software and 
aren't always formatted suitably for OS X. Wipe them clean 
using Disk Utility. Select your drive in the app’s sidebar, click 
Partition, and select 1 Partition from the layout menu. Name 
your drive, select Mac OS Extended (Journaled) from Format, 
and choose GUID Partition Table from Options. Click Apply. 


“Use Time Machine 


“— 05X should ask if you want to use the newly fresh 


drive with Time Machine. Confirm by clicking ‘Use as Backup 
Disk: If OS X doesn't promptyou, instead launch Time 
Machine and select your disk. Click Options and exclude 
items you don't want to back-up. (After the next step, this 
would include clone drives attached to your Mac, This level 
is the bare minimum for OS X back-ups. 


Create clones 


Ifyou clone your Mac's drive, downtime can be as little 
as how long it takes to restart. ‘Losses’ will be data created 
since the previous clone (often recoverable from elsewhere). 
We recommend SuperDuper! (shirt-pocket.com), although 
Carbon Copy Cloner (bombich.com) is also a capable app. 
Launch SuperDuperl, select your Mac's drive from Copy and a 
back-up drive in the ‘to’field. In Options, select General and 
‘Smart Update from ‘During copy’ Under Schedule, define a 
daily back-up time. If you can, run multiple clones - one daily 
and one weekly. Also clone any Mac you intend to sell, put 
the clone drive in a drawer and start afresh ~ that way, you 
always have your old Mac, on a tiny drive. Should you need 
to boot from a clone, hold ~| during start-up. Always ensure 
clones work fully if making one prior to an OS upgrade. 


5 Back-up online 

“There are various online back-up services for Macs, 
including CrashPlan (crashplan.com), Backblaze (backblaze, 
com) and Carbonite (carbonite.com). Prices start from around 
$50 (about £32) per year, rising as you add more computers. 
Free trials exist, so see which service suits you best. Once set- 
up, the bottleneck is your web connection. If it's not super- 
fast broadband, upload your data in stages, starting with 
your most important files. Add more items to the ongoing, 
incremental back-up over subsequent days. 


(~ Turn on iOS iCloud back-ups 

O That's your Macs dealt with, so we'll now cover iOS 
devices. Apple gives you 5GB of free space on iCloud for 
back-ups. In the Settings app, select iCloud and then Storage 
& Backup. Turn iCloud Backup on and your camera roll, 


Ifyou make local back-ups of your 0S device data, you can useixplorer to browse the files and folders 


JARGON 
BUSTER 


Backups and 
clonesare not 
quite the same. A 
backup includes 
copies of your 
files, but a clone 
isan exact 
duplicate of your 
Mac's drive. You 
can boot from 
the latter during 
emergencies, 
but the former 
has a longer 
recovery process, 
Use both, 


accounts, documents and settings are backed up when the 
device is plugged in, locked and on Wii. If you've too much 
data, you get a warning message. You can choose to'Change 
Storage Plan’ (starting from 10GB at £14 per year) or disable 
back-ups for content you're not bothered about (such as 
Newsstand magazines you can easily download again). To 
remove apps/services, go to Manage Storage, select your 
device and toggle the on/off switches accordingly. 


_/ Manually back-up iOS devices 

If you're using iCloud to back-up devices, they no 
longer back-up to your Mac during a sync. However, you can 
still manually back-up by selecting your device in iTunes and 
clicking ‘Back Up Now’ on the device Summary tab. Such 
back-ups should be done regularly and the first one may take 
a long time. Although iCloud is fairly reliable, making a 
manual backup removes the single-point-of-failure from your 
iOS data back-ups; additionally, the iTunes back-ups are 
themselves backed-up along with the rest of your Mac data. 
That should make your iOS data extremely safe! 


=} Export data from each app 


J 


Another reason to make local backups is they can be 
explored by the free iExplorer (macroplant.com/iexplorer). 
This isn't something for full restores (iTunes is perhaps the 
best choice for that, although you can also restore from 
iCloud), but it’s great for bringing back ‘lost’ one-off 
messages, contacts or files. 

Select Backup Explorer from a device back-up (listed under 
‘Browse iTunes Backups) and you see folders that start with 
‘App followed by a URL and name. Alternatively, plug in a 
device via USB and you get a (more user-friendly) apps list. In 
either case, expand a folder and you see within Documents 
and Library folders. This is where iOS apps house settings. 
Select these folders, ‘** -click and choose Export to Folder 
and you can save them to your Mac. This lets you keep things 
like game progress data safe; if you delete a game and later 
want to restore your progress, you can find it within your 
backed-up folders. 
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IMPROVE 


Get 


Snapping successful shots 


perfect group photos 


That's where GroupShot (69p/99¢) 
comes into play. This app allows you to 
take as many photos as you like of your 
friends, family or colleagues at, say, that 
celebratory meal or hike up the 
mountain, and then select and stitch 
the best parts from each one to create 
the ultimate group photo with happy, 


And the best part? It’s incredibly quick 
and easy to get great results. You can 
either take photos in-app, or simply 
snap away using something as standard 
as the default Camera app, and then 
select them from your Camera Roll 
using GroupShot later on at your own 
leisure. That is, provided they're all in the 


smiling faces all round 


same initial scene, mind; this app isn't 


SKILL LEVEL of a large group of people 
Anyone can do it can be a proper thorn in 
the photographer’ side. In 
ITWILL TAKE the first shot Grandpa might have his 
Afewminutes eyes shut, the grandkids might pull 
YOU'LLNEED cheeky faces in the second and, come 
iPhone/iPad, the third flash, the parents might be 
GroupShot somewhat lacking enthusiasm, 
GroupShot banishes the 
worry about getting 
everyone tosay ‘cheese’ 
at the sametime... 


for making a massive collage where you 
can Photoshap skiing pals onto a beach 
backdrop. Provided all of the photos 
were taken with your subjects in 
roughly the same positions, you can 
stitch together the perfect shot. 

Like all good camera apps, there are 
options for you to share your finished 
masterpieces through the likes of 
Facebook and Twitter, but first, let's take 
a look at some of the key steps to 
creating the best group shots and 
turning those frowns upside-down. 
Tom Harrod 


HOW TO | STITCH TOGETHER THE PERFECT GROUPSHOT 


Select best photo in set 


“) O©O®@ 


Best of the rest 

Snap your pictures (in-app or otherwise) 
and select them all (from your Camera Roll). You 
want to do as little editing as possible, so swipe 
through your shots and pick the one with the 
most smiles or where there are gaps between 
people (for easier editing) to use as a base to 
start with. In this shot, four of our six tor- 
climbers are fine, but the two men on the right 
can be tweaked with poses from other photos. 
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) Highlighting 

Carefully highlight the face or body of 
the person you wish to swap by dragging your 
finger over the area (you can unpinch to zoom 
for easier accuracy). GroupShot then offers you 
options from the other photos you selected of 
the same person, using facial recognition. Swipe 
through and select one, and it inserts said pose 
into your base photo asa alternative 
replacement. Rinse and repeat until satisfied. 


“Beware of ghost images 

~ When highlighting, be sure to highlight 
all of the person you wish to swap, or else 
GroupShot only replaces the specific part you 
have highlighted. Here we can see that the 
woman in pink appears to have four arms, due 
to us initially only highlighting her upper torso. 
To avoid further complications, instead of trying 
to amend your mistake, it’s easier and less hassle 
just to undo this action and try again. 


ARE AN OU LIV COULD WE 

ASTEROIDS GOING 4 HARNESS 
TO COLLIDE IGHTNING FOR 

WITH EARTH? ENERGY? 


ASK US YOUR 
SCIENCE QUESTIONS 
ON TWITTER! 


@SciUncovered 


FIND THE ANSWERS & MORE IN... 


GE 
UNCOVERED 


VER THE WORLD AROUND 


YOUR an te COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THE SCIENCE Meri OUR 
LIVES AND UNIVERSE - BROUGHT TO YOU BY RENOWNED EXPERTS! 


LIMITED OFFER 
GET 3 ISSUES 
FOR JUST £3! 


WWw.Science-uncovered.com 


Have your say on 
everything Mac, 
OS X and iOS 


Apple 
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Welcome... 


Recently we asked you about 
Bento app replacements, 
and our inbox flowed over 
with responses; we're always 
‘open to being told what you 
want us to write about! 


GET INVOLVED 


Apple Mail 62 
Photo Stream 64 
Mac User Groups 65 
Me and My Mac 66 
Win a Samsung SSD 67 
Ask the Experts 69 


JOIN US ONLINE 


9 
9 
9 


Keep up to date by following 
uson Twitter at @MacFormat 


Areyou on App.net?Soare we! 
We're @MacFormat there too 


Emailing your questions to 
letters@macformat.com 


Visit macformat.com for 
more great Macnews 


Join theconversation with 
ur Facebook page 


Subscribe to our videos at 


© youtube.com/MacFormatUK 
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Dad STAR LETTER & 


For tons of Mac tips, check out our previous issue, MF264! 


I’m already hooked! 


Ipicked up my first copy of MacFormat a few 
days ago, and I'm already hooked! As a 
music/video producer, I thought I'd figured 
out pretty much everything I needed to 
know about my iMac; what I expected out of 
your magazine was just articles and product 
reviews to pass some time reading. I 
delighted to announce that I can’t begin to 
express how much I’ve learned. 

Pages turned and light bulbs went on in 
my head. I'm amazed at the amount of key 
combos, shortcuts, applications and 
functions my iMac already had that I was 
completely unaware of! 


YOU’RE A WINNER! 


Email your letters to us at 
lettersiamacformat.com. 


If yours gets picked as the a 
MacFormat Star Letter, you'll ~ 


be sent a copy of Kaspersky | 


Security for Mac— just the 
thing to keep your Mac safe. 


‘Mac could do 


I'm not sure if, perhaps, you've already 
done something like this in the past, but do 
you think MacFormar can do an article on 
Final Cut Pro X showcasing some features 
or shortcuts that even seasoned users might 
have missed? Either way, keep up the great 
work, folks! 

Steven Cash 


Christopher Phin says: Thanks, Steven — 

that's always lovely to hear. But | havent 

made this the Star Letter just because you 
said nice things about the magazine! We got a 
great response from lots of readers when we asked 
if you were interested in alternatives to Bento (see 
Frank Lawson's letter over on page 65), and asa 
direct result of that feedback, we're planning group 
tests and more. 

Like with Bento, my gut feeling is that Final Cut 
Pro X is quite a niche product for MacFormats 
readers, but let me know ifm wrong, If youre an 
existing Final Cut Pro X user, are you interested in 
learning tips and tricks to get the most out of it? Or 
perhaps you've never used it, but are interested in a 
‘getting-started guide? Let us know! 


Ditching Windows 
Iread the star letter from Peter Gray 
in MF267 and was able to share his 
pain, I too had been looking at the 
possibility of changing to the Mac OS 
system for a couple of years. My main 
application was Microsoft Office. I 
was a frequent Access, Word and 
Excel user, and for a long time now 
I’ve been using Photoshop Elements 
for touching up my photographs. The 
gaps in software and the options 
available were analysed in depth. 

In May this year I purchased the 
latest iPad with Retina display and 
used it instead ofa laptop while I was 
away in Scandinavia. The whole 
experience was life-changing. I now 
had a light, fast and flexible piece of 
kit that allowed me to check my email, 
download my research files and 
manage my photos, plus myriad apps 
that allowed me to cover any and all 
of my interests. I was so impressed 
with this item that at the start of 
September, after considerable 
research, I obtained the highest spec 
27-inch iMac. The Apple drive I 
purchased with it failed, but was 
replaced by John Lewis without a 
problem (and speedily). 

Tonly purchased Microsoft Office 
initially to allow me to use my files - 
with the exception of Access. During 
this period I simply downloaded an 
app that allowed me to open those 
Access files, pending a decision on 
what Database application I'll use. I 
have not as yet loaded Adobe 
Photoshop Elements because I find 
iPhoto seems to tick all of my boxes. 

‘The external hard drive I used on 
my Windows 7 set-up worked as soon 
as I fired up the new Mag, and has 
been no problem. On Windows I used 
a lot of icons to make my folders 
findable by visual means. On the Mac 
Ihave downloaded the Change Folder 
Icon app (a princely sum of £1.49), and 
this has allowed me to start getting my 
work folders organised. 

I know that I still have a great deal 
to learn about this Mac platform. I can 
say without hesitation though that my 
experience has been all positive, and 
that includes the downloading and 
installation of OS Mavericks. I’m 
already a total Mac convert. There's 
just one thing bugging me... I can't 
answer the question ‘why did it take 
me so long to ditch Windows?’ 

Peter Thompson 


Peter Thompson was delighted 
with his 27-inch iMac. What was 


your first Apple product? 

oO Graham Barlow says: Peter, your 
QE path from using an iPad — as your 
ACSBI first entry point to the world of 

Apple — to getting your first Mac is one that 

Im sure many of our readers have also 

followed. Jumping in at the deep end with 

an expensive bit of kit like a Mac can be to 
much for some Windows users, especially 
when there are Windows laptops available 
for a fraction of the price of a Mac, but in the 
end, it's the most cost-effective route, 
because you end up with a personal 
computer that you actually love using, and 

one that you get a lot more use out of Its a 

shame the drive you bought along with 

your Mac developed a fault, but it's good to 
hear John Lewis were quick to replace the 
faulty part 


Paper trail 
I completely disagree both with Luis 
Villazon’s ideas (MF263 p.73), and 
with Ian Osborne's ‘me too’ attitudes 
(MF 265 p. 63) when replying to John 
Tyzack and Jan Foley respectively, 
regarding their problems with 
accessing their past personal 
creativity in a modern, digital world. 

Today, countless TV ads hawk 
scanners for sale, in order to go 
‘paperless’ ~ as if going paperless 
should be some desirable goal. But 
none of these scanner companies ever 
promise that today’s temporary digital 
solution will survive past next year, 
much less past the next century. 

Just how will history do its thing in 
the future when the excuse for not 


~~ 


ever having any old records to rely on 
will always be that “no company can 
guarantee backwards compatibility 
with an application that’s 15 years old, 
and has been obsolete for six years”? 
True, I completely agree with that 
very narrow statement. Who cares 
about some computerised mythical 
compatibility with a 15-year-old ‘how- 
to’ application? But what és needed is 
total backwards compatibility with 
the creative ‘Work Product’ that some 


AppleonTV 


After seven series, the lovable geeks from The Big Bang 
Theory know quality when they see it, and still love 
their Macs. It's good to see them keeping them up to 
date with the latest models, too. We can see here a 
new iMac in the flat shared by Sheldon (Jim Parsons, 
on screen) and Leonard (Johnny Galecki). 
Spotted a Macon TV? Email us:|etters@macformat.com 
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ancient application might have 


S Pp produced. Compatibility with the 
Oo Oo = i a = | creative file, be it visual, written or a 


business record should always exist. 
Whatever the human mind is capable 
of producing needs to be savable for 
future generations, even if we migrate 
to some unknown planet! 

Apple and Microsoft are not some 
starving-on-the-financial-ropes 
companies. So every time they come 
up with some new ‘how-to’ 
methodology on creating and saving 
human ideas, they are the folks who 
best know their own past products. 
They should be required to create 
batch translation software, so as to 
migrate documents from one old 
format to some new format. 

Sure, we can completely forget the 
‘how to’ program that created the 
document. But we should never forget 
the document itself, the creative end 
product of human thought, which 
some unique person once produced. 
Large companies do this every day by 
storing their past history in salt 
mines, so as to insure their company’s 
survival. We individuals need to have 
inexpensive forever’ access to our 
own past ideas as well, guaranteed. 
On top of which, do I really have to 
wonder if your Left Hand magazine 
editors know what your Right Hand 
magazine editors are even doing? In 
issue MF265, Ian recommends saving 
iPhone 5. if Peter Jackson ever decides to film The Silmarilion, he should send his location scout here. .. every text file twice, in different 

formats. While four pages earlier, a 
whole two-page article shows us how 
to save storage space by eliminating 
duplicate files. Wow! 

George Wruck, Jr. 


Send the best of your iPhone shots to photos@macformat.com 


fa Christopher Phin says: Ah, 
George; our regular correspondent. 
d I take your points, but at the same 
time, nothing is immutable. The human race 
‘loses knowledge and culture all the time — 
documents, stories, even entire languages — 
but everything bubbles along pretty happily 
anyway. Would | like to be able to access files 
| created years ago? Yes, But even if| can't, 
the legacy and impact of those thaughts, of 
that creativity, persist, even if only in me. If 
you're specifically concerned about 
futureproofing of your files, at least save 
duplicates in formats that promise to last a 
long time, either by design (often open 
source or at least non-proprietary formats) or 
: I through ubiquity; JPEGs are likely to be 
‘Man of mystery Yaseen Abbas sent us these dramatic urban shots, but told us nothing aboutthem, so they will accessible for many decades, for example, 
forever remaina mystery. ifyou recognise the location, drop us a tweet at @MacFormat! simply because so much culture is saved in 
that format. Be pragmatic. Inform yourself. 
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Not to panic, dear readers... We 
are planning an imminent Bento 
replacement group test soon. 


Oh, and to your last 
point: that’s not an 
‘oxymoron. Saving 3 
document as Word and 
also as plain text, for 
‘example, does not result 
in a duplicate file, and is 
not the sort of thing the 
article on blitzing 
duplicates is intended 
to address. 


Bye bye, Bento 

I'ma long time subscriber to 
MacFormat and find it a very 
informative magazine. I totally agree 
with your contributors in MF267 
about a replacement for Bento. 

I've been using Bento from when it 
first came out. I keep a database for a 
variety of different things, including 
all the library books that I’ve read 
with information about reservations 
at the library, dates the reservations 
were made and the date each book 
was read. | also catalogue my photos; 
this keeps records of photographs 
back to the 1950s when I was in the 
Royal Navy. I keep information on 
dates, locations and a brief description 
of the subject. I used to do this ona 
spreadsheet, but found that Bento was 
much easier to manage. [also have 
another database of walks in the UK, 
again, on a spreadsheet. I used to buy 
a walking mag that included details of 
various walks every month, which I 
then cut out and filed. The database 
helps me to find walks by location, 
distance and difficulty. Since I have 
about 4,000 of these walks, you can 
understand a searchable database is 
vital in finding appropriate walks in 
any particular geographical area! 

T’ve had a look at FileMaker, but it's 
hopeless for what I want to do; many 
of the features in Bento that were so 
useful are missing. It doesn’t, for 
example, have the range of file types 
that are in Bento. Another big no-no is 
the so-called Bento to FileMaker 
conversion app. Unless I completely 
misunderstood how to use it, I 
couldn't get it to convert my own 
databases. It’s also far too expensive. 

Another important point in 
transferring to another app from. 
Bento is that you have to export in 
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CSV format, which, of course, loses all 
your field format information. The 
only solution to this would be for the 
third party app to directly read the 
Bento database file, but I suspect that 
FileMaker would never agree to this. 

I will keep going Bento for as 
long as it keeps working on both my 
iMac and my iPhone. In the meantime, 
I've had a look for alternatives and 
currently know of four; the first two 
being iList Data and Handbase, 
which, as far as I can tell, don’t seem 
to have had any development for quite 
some time; iDatabase by Apimac has 
got the file types, but is still in 
development and isn't really up to the 
task at the moment; and then there's 
Symphytum, but that too is only in the 
very early stages of development. 

In conclusion, it won’t come as a 
shock for you all to learn I'm rather 
unhappy that Bento is no longer going 
to be available! I'd welcome anything 
that you can do to find a good 
alternative application. 

Many thanks once again for a very 
good magazine. 

Frank Lawson 


Matt Bolton says: This was one of 
a slew of letters we got about Bento 

«7. it’s proven to be far more popular 
than we realised! So, you'll be pleased to 
know we've got lan on the case of doing a 
Bento replacement group test. Were trying 
to avoid any database apps that are for 
specific functions (home inventory or 
something like Delicious Library) and make 
sure we get ones as flexible as Bento - when 
you've got use cases as varied as yours, that’s 
really important. 

Anew version of FileMaker is imminent, 
incidentally, but we won't be relying on it to 
fix things! Our group test may not appear for 
a couple of issues yet, but we are on it - it's 
clear from the feedback that there's 
considerable appetite! 


User Groups 


Find fellow Mac enthusiasts near you! 


Search the list below to find your local Macuser group —and if, 
you can‘tfind one, why not start one yourself? Its easy and fun. 


ijbumareatingacuk 


mmugoguk 


mailcom info@mmmugcauk 
bfmugorg mug couk 
ristol and Bath MU Norwich MUG, Norwich 
infoabomugcouk pauledurantcauk 
bmug.couk mug orguk Twitter: @Norvich MUG 
ClubMac lreland, Du DXMUG, Oxford 
secret ‘oxmugorg 
dubmacie 
Cork th College, ¢ seakapplecouk 
dmurphyaccuccie 
vuccie/mug Jes MUG, Car 
terlgaafeene de 
Cumbria Mac Enthusiast swmugorguk 
contact@macenthusiasts.couk wud Mi up 
macenthusiasscouk Jmuyeoolcom 
Deaf Mac User fi ¢ 
group for thehard ofhearing Ipswich 
techgroupsyahonconvgraup/deat-  miekwasiakzme.com 
mas suffolkmacusergroupcauk 
dinburgh MUG, Edinbur Surrey MUG, Surrey 
Twitter @edmug surreymug. wordpress.com 
edmugorgk 
The in MUGL 
voter MUG, Ex Bedf 
exomugémaccam ris@3omugorguk 
‘examug.org.uk, Twitter: @examug 3cmug.co.uk 
fe MUG, Fife ¢ im 
famuscauk lisbur 
infoawamugorg.uk 
Harlech MUG, South Snowdonia  Wamug.org.uk 
‘iangdimb8.com 
ndon MUG, London ncast 1 
secretarya@lmug.org 
Imugorguk,@londonmacroup ———-Y™Ugorg 
Facebook: facebook com 
groups/35108081221 
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Name 
Rag Dhiman 
Occupation 
Programmer 
Been using 
a Mac for 
Five years 
Favourite Hardware 
iPhone S 
Favourite Software 
Xcode and (0S 
Website 
appinjection.com 


ag Dhiman has been 
afan of Apple since he 
started tinkering with 


iPhone developmenta few years 
ago. He now uses a range of 
controllers, including Apple's 
Magic Mouse and Magic Trackpad. 
“| worked out how to use them 
simultaneously’ he says."Im into 
photography, and use the Trackpad 
and Magic Mouse together in 
iPhoto and Aperture. | can use the 
Trackpad to rotate and zoom into 
images, and the Magic Mouse to 
move around the picture. | tend to 
make the artwork this way when I'm 
creating the marketing for my apps” 

So why the USB mouse on the 
right of his desk, too? “The 2009 
Mac dual-boots into Windows, for 
the day job, Both Macs are hooked 
up to a KVM switch, with the USB 
mouse used for Windows” 

As for other Apple gadgets, 
Rag is definitely interested in the 
rumoured Apple television. “Our 
TVis getting on a bit now, but !m 
determined not to upgrade until 
Apple makes a television,’ he says. 
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MacFormat readers 
share their beloved setups 


But what features does he want and 
expect from an Apple television 
set? ‘Id love an Apple television 
with access to the App Storey says 
Rag."A remote replaced with the 
iPad and iPhone would be ideal, as 
well as a camera and 40-inch screen 
that doubles as a touchscreen LCD 
menu ~ okay, I'm kidding!” 

‘And talking of fantasy Apple 
products, Raj has plenty to sayon 
the rumoured iWatch:"! love 
keeping fit, and hope for an Apple 
watch witha heart-rate monitor, 
body fat analyser, blood pressure 
Monitor and a temperature gauge. 
Not to mention all the new stuff 
that’s possible with the M7 chip, 
including tracking movement and 
real-time notifications that alert you 


“Td love an Apple 
television with 
access to the App 
Store, with an 
iPhone as remote” 


ENTER 
AND WIN! 


‘macformat@futurenet.com 


) Mac mini 2012 
This is Rag’s latest Mac purchase. 
bis wife told usit’s “allegedly for 
more app development’. 


Mac mini 2009 

Thisis where the love affair 
= began. It’s used as a remote box 
for when the work Macis not enough. 


iOS devices 

(3) Rag needs to test his apps ona 
wide range of 10S devices, so he 

hasan iPhone 3G, aniPhone 36S, an 

iPhone 46S, an iPhone 5 and an iPad 2. 


Empty boxes 

(4) Rag likes his Apple devicesso 
‘much, he can‘teven bear to throw 

away the packaging they come in! 


when your vitals say you need to 
improve your lifestyle” 

And while Rag is waiting to see 
what could arrive on the horizon, 
we had to ask, what will be his next 
Apple purchase? “A Macbook Pro 
and the new iPad Air, of course” 

But the Windows-friendly mouse 
isn't the only third-party alternative 
to Apple gear on Rag’s desk — his 
monitors ere just regular ones, not 
Thunderbolt Displays, We asked him 
to explain:*Im waiting for a Retina 
Apple Thunderbolt Display, and | 
sincerely hope it will happen soon’ 

We couldn't leave without 
getting the story from the other 
side, and so we spoke to Rag's less- 
obsessed wife Aly:"I only realised 
how serious his obsession was 
when | noticed the decor in his 
study was starting to look like the 
inside of a Mac. The silver chrome 
paint was too much...” 

Aly revealed her husband even 
stores his knick-knacks in old Apple 
product boxes; he thinks theyre too 
gorgeous to throw away. However, 
she does confess: " secretly agree!” 


COMPETITION 


Win a Samsung 
Solid State Drive! 


Give your Mac a significant speed boost 
with one of these great SSDs 


ne of the best ways to give your Mac 

a big old performance boost is to 

swap the hard drive for a solid state 
drive, With an SSD installed, it not only boots 
faster but also opens applications in an instant 
and uses less power to boot. 

And the great news for you is that we've got 
not one but two excellent Samsung solid state 
drives to give away! 

The winner of our Samsung Solid State Drive 
competition bags a 750GB SSD, worth more 
than £400, and one lucky runner-up gets a 
500GB drive worth around £280. 


Asolid state drive can 
significantly boost your Macs 
overall performance. 


Like all consumer-level SSDs, they're similar 
in size to 2.5-inch HDDs. You can fit them in any 
Mac that lets you swap out the hard drive (such 
as non-Retina MacBook Pros, for example). 

With an adapter to fit them into 3.5-inch bays 
(note that this is not supplied), you can also fit 
them into all Mac Pros except the most recent 
one. Of course, if you have an iMac or another 
Mac that doesn’t have a user-accessible hard 
drive, you could buy a USB 3 or Thunderbolt 
caddy and enjoy very quick portable storage. 
For more information on Samsung's great 
storage devices, go to samsung.com/uk. 


The question 
For a chance to win one of these two fantastic 
Samsung prizes, just answer this question: 


What does SSD stand for? 


A) Speedy Storage Device 
8) Solid State Drive 
©) Super Stocky Disk 


HOW TO ENTER 


© Toenter, text SSOCOMP, followed bya 

space and then your answer (A, Bor), 

another space the 
74. Alternat 


jour name and a 
nter online at 


competition rues and confirm youare 

happy to receive details of future offers an 

promotions from Future Publishing Limited 
and carefully selected third parties 

© Ifyoudo toreceive information 

relating to future offers and promations 

pleaseinclude the words NO INFO at the end 
our text me 

© Texts ill be charged at £1 plus your 

standard network trfrate 


© Thiscompettion doses on ‘January 


ver 18, GB residents only. 
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AppleTALK : 


acSOS 


Your questions answered by our Apple 
expert in residence, Luis Villazon 


Why is my Mac 
Pro so slow? 


Recently my Mac Pro's been 

taking ages to boot, shut 

down and even open Safari. 
Thave a 750GB hard drive that 
contains but a few documents, 
photographs, songs and 12 movies. I 
bought my Mac recently and am only 
getting familiar with it now, having 
been a Windows user all my life. 
Unfortunately being in Afghanistan 
makes it impossible to walk into a 
store for a check-up! 
Ivor Gates, 209th Corps, 
Camp Shaheen, Afghanistan 


The last Mac model that had a 

750GB hard disk as a standard 

option was the Early 2008. If yours 
is this old, it's probably been through 
several rounds of upgrades to OS X 
incompletely uninstalled applications, 
superseded software updates and out of 
date drivers can all slow down your Mac. 
Try booting into Recovery Mode (hold 
down |+{R] as the Mac restarts). If this, 
boots without delays, back up your data 
then reinstall OS X completely on a clean 
hard disk. There are simple instructions for 
reinstalling Mountain Lion at supportapple, 
‘com/kb/PH11273 


When you buy a second hand Mac, a clean install 
of 05 X can bea good idea. 


October 2013 


You can use Calendar alerts to automatically run any app ata certain time. 


How can I close all my apps 
before my nightly backup? 


Trun SuperDuper every 
OQ] night at 1.30pm. The 

developer recommends 
having all apps closed if possible, for 
abetter clone backup. My Mac is set 
to wake at 11.29. Is there any way to 
close all running applications at 11.27 
using Automator or AppleScript? 
Dr Ken Hoyle, Queensland, Australia 


eating an Automator action to 

shut all your apps is simple, Select. 

‘Application’as the type of 
Automator document and drag’Quit All 
Applications’ from the Utilities action 
column into the workspace area, Uncheck 
the Ask to save changes’ box and save this 
‘as QuitMyApps.app, or something similar. 
To schedule it, you can use Calendar to 
create a new event and assign an alert to 


that event. Make the event recur every day 
and set the alert to‘Open file. By default it 
will say iCal, but you can change this to 
QuitMyApps. Now set the alert torun on 
the same day, at 23:27 each time. 

This ought to work, but when | tested it, | 
found a strange bug. Running the 
Automator app on its own quits all the 
open applications perfectly, but running it 
through Calendar always leaves the current 
foreground application open. I've tried all 
kinds of ways to get around this with no 
success, You could just use the Energy 
Saver Preferences to restart your Mac 
completely at 11.25, though. You'd need to 
also turn on automatic login in Users 
Preferences, so this is less secure. However, 
even SuperDuper’s own documentation 
admits that shutting down running 
applications isn't strictly necessary. 
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My meeting times 
are an hour late 


I frequently receive meeting 
FO) sim int oa 

using the invite facility in 
Microsoft Outlook. When I open the 
attachments they send, the scheduled 
meeting on iCal always shows a 
meeting time scheduled one hour 
later than it should be. This is 
obviously very frustrating! 
Paul Cynamon 


Unfortunately, I think this may 
wh actually be an Outlook problem 

rather than one with iCal or 
Calendar. Some exchange servers use time 
zone labels that Outlook doesn't recognise 
and this can cause it to ignore the daylight 
savings offset. Some Windows users also 
don't set their timezone correctly - using 
GMT instead of BST, and this gets picked up 
by Outlook 


Timbuktu and London only use the same time zone 
during the winter months. 


AppleTALK : 


Aperture won't sync my 
projects between two Macs 


T'm using OS X 10.8.4 and 
Q| Aperture 3.4.5. Current 

photos are imported into my 
MacBook Pro and iMac from the 
camera memory cards. I then make 
any necessary adjustments and add 
captions on the iMac and then, in 
order to keep the MBP up to date, I 
export the updated project as a new 
library from the iMac and transfer it 
to the MBP using a memory stick. 

The problem? I can’t persuade 

Aperture to syne my files when I try 
to merge two libraries together; I get 
the choice of adding or merging. If 1 
select Add there’s no problem - the 
library is duly added. If I select 
Merge and I am trying to merge an 
updated project that is already in my 
main library, the computer appears 
to be doing something, but in fact it 
gives up and nothing happens. 
However, if I open the original 
project asa separate library and 
import the new library (same project, 
but files that have been worked on) 
and select Merge, it still refuses to 
sync the amended files, although in 
this case it adds the files... 
Jack Whitaker 


With Aperture 3.3, the library 
structure was changed to match 
the iPhoto library. They're both 


stored as packages now (basically just a 
fancy kind of folder) with an index file to 
keep track of the modification dates, and so 
on. The advantage of this is it allows iPhoto 
and Aperture to share libraries. The 
disadvantage is some bugs appear to have 
crept into the merge process. Photo Stream 
images appear to import but are actually 
ignored. Your case is more subtle and it 
appears to be to do with the criteria 
Aperture uses to detect whether a file has 
been modified or not. 

You'd think it would be a simple case of 
comparing the last modification dates, but 
it's more complicated than that and 
whatever algorithm Aparture uses, it trips 
up sometimes. Instead of Merging 
libraries, you can still Add them and delete 
the original afterwards each time, or you 
could use an external hard disk or a cloud 
storage such as Dropbox to holda single 
copy of the library accessed from both of 
your computers. 


If you keep your photo library on an external drive 
you can share it between computers. 


I'm locked out of my own Trash folder 


| T removed some apps from my 
iPad recently. I saw that afew 
older ones still showed in iTunes, 
so I deleted them. I then set about deleting 
items in Trash - the .ipa files, which I 
simply assumed were put there by iTunes. 
But Trash was having none of it. 
Apparently it now seems that I don’t 
have permission to do what I have done 
many times before: be in control of my 
Trash. So, what could have brought this 
on, and, importantly, how can I get rid of 
these files? 
Andrew Pritchard 


This sounds like a problem with the 
% |) Trash folder, rather the apps themselves. 
Somehow the permissions of the folder 
itself or the files within it have become corrupted. 
ifits just a question of the ownership permissions 
on the files, you can override that by opening 
Terminal and typing 


sudo rm -rf ~/.Trash/* 


Don't miss the*’on the end, or youll delete the 
Trash folder itself If that doesn't get rid of them, 
they've probably got the system-level immutable 
flag stuck on by mistake.Type'ls -1hdo! 


(without the quotes) then a space, drag one of the 
ipa files from Finder into the Terminal window 
and hit [ef you see’schg listed after the name 
and owner of the file, then the immutable flag is 
set. You can remove this with sudo chflags 
noschg <filename>.For 0S X versions prior 
to 105, reboot your Mac in single-user mode 
(hold down [3t/+/5] as it restarts) to do this. 


The system immutable flag prevents even the root user 
from deleting or modifying a file. 
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Mac SOS 


Can restoring from Time 
Machine corrupt my drive? 


My iMac had seriously 

slowed down. Opening files 

was painful, with frequent 
screen freezes, and occasionally, a 
grey screen at startup. Disk repair 
recommended erasing the hard drive 
and doing a clean install, so in the 
end this is what I did, and it worked, 
The iMac is now back to normal with 
freshly re-installed software, but so 
far without most of my files. 

How do I restore my files from the 
‘Time Machine backup without 
restoring the corruption that had 
caused the problem in the first place? 
Neil MacKenzie 


We don't know for certain that it 

was a cortuption. (In fact, | 

suspect it wasn’t) Reformatting 
and reinstalling seems to have fixed the 
problem, so we can probably rule out faulty 


Daisydisk (daisydiskapp.com) is an easy way to see 
‘here your hard drive space has gone. 
hardware, and it’s unlikely to be a driver 
problem. That leaves two main suspects: 
either your hard disk had got so full that 
the operating system had very little 
unfragmented free space left, or you had 
an application that was loaded 
automatically at startup that was causing 
the slowdown, Try restoring all the data 
from your home folder first; that should be 
quite safe, Iftthat goes well, you can restore 
applications one at a time. 


Why does Apple Mail 
create extra folders? 


Q| Thave three email accounts 
set up within Mail, and in all 
the web versions of the email 
accounts, the Mail app has created 
two new folders, for sent and deleted 
items. Is there no way that it could 
work like it does on my iPhone or 
iPad where any sent/deleted mail just 
goes into the original folder that was 
created by the email provider? Will 
any mail that’s downloaded to Mail 
be stored on my iMac hard disk as 
well as the original email server? 
Mark Biddle 


Firstly, if you're using IMAP, Mail 
tries to store messages on the 
server in certain named folders, 

and if these don't exist, it tries to create 

them. If you want Mail to use’Sent Items’ 
instead of creating its own Sent folder, you 
can use the menu option Mailbox > Use 

This Mailbox For, Secondly, it depends. 

partly on your Mail preferences and partly 

‘on the kind of email account you're using. If 


you use a POP account (say, Hotmail), 
selecting that account in Mail > Preferences 
> Accounts and clicking the Advanced tab 
gives you the option to remove emails from 
the server, IMAP accounts, like iCloud on 
the other hand, always stores messages on 
the server. Gmail can do both 
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You can tell which kind of email account you have by looking 
at Mail > Preferences > Accounts > Account Information. 


Sometime in June, Apple broke 

Calendar, It's a tiny thing really, so 
‘broke’ is probably too strong a word. 
They cracked it, slightly. But like a chip 
in my favourite mug, it’s enough to ruin 
my day. For me and hundreds of other 
users, shared calendars synced over 
iCloud have started spontaneously 
changing the colours they use to 
display appointments. I use red to 
mark writing deadlines for example, 
and blue for weekend activities. I share 
both of them to iCloud, so that they are 
automatically picked up on my iPad. 
But now Calendar has decided to use 
lilac instead of red for deadlines. That’s 


Being able to 
distinguish different 
kinds of appointment 
by colour is vital 


virtually the same colour as the purple 
Luse for weekend activities, and it 
makes them tough to distinguish. Since 
being able to distinguish different 
kinds of appointment is the main 
reason for using different colours in the 
first place, this is highly inconvenient. 

The problem must be at the iCloud 
end. It's affected others as far back as 
June, and each month I see more people 
complaining as Apple's phased rollout 
of newiCloud code proceeds. Apple is 
aware of the problem ~ how could they 
not be? We've been stentorian in our 
bug reports. So far, no fix. Changing 
the colour back on my Mac lasts for 
only as long as it takes Calendar to syne 
with iCloud, which it does whenever I 
add or modify an event. So for now, I'm 
stuck drinking from a chipped mug 
and quietly seething. 


Luisis obsessed with Kerbal Space Program. 
Technical queries area breeze in comparison! 


MacFormat.com | Christmas 2014 | 71 


AppleTALK 


| can't even start my MacBook in Safe Mode 


T'm having all kinds of 
Q| problems with my (Late 

2009) MacBook Pro. First of 
all, it was running slowly. Then 
Safari stopped working. I fixed this 
temporarily by booting in Safe Mode 
and repairing permissions (although 
it still ran really slowly) but now it 
won't even start in Safe Mode... help! 
Robert Millington 


| fear Im pretty sure your hard 
disk is failing, (It might have 
already failed by the time you 


read this). Ifit hasn't yet, make a full system 
backup, if you can, and then boot in 


Verbose mode by holding (3]+(V] as your 
MBP restarts. If you see messages that 
‘diskooox media is not present’ or’hfs_ 
mountroot failed’ or cannot mount root! 
then the diagnosis is confirmed. You now 
have three options: buy a new laptop; take 
this one to an authorised repair centre; or 
fixit yourset Replacing the hard disk is 
actually not that hard on the 2009 models. 
Any 250-500GB, 2.5-inch SATA hard disk 
ought to fitand the dive bay is easy to get 
to, once you have the case open. There are 
screw-by-screw guides on ifixitcam, Paying 
tohave it repaired will likely cost more then 


the current resale value, so {d say you have The act of replacing a faulty hard disk might be all you need togive 


very little to lose, 


a failing MacBook a second chance. It’s not a very expensive repair. 


A lighter touch 
with your Trackpad 


Recently I switched toa 

Q| Magic Trackpad and I love it. 
There is one thing that's 

troubling me, though; the ‘Tap to 

click’ function doesn’t seem to work 

on the login screen... 

George Hermaniestos 


You can still use the button on 

P the Magic Trackpad to click your 
portrait on the login screen, but it 

requires a much firmer press, A Terminal 

command enables Tap to click 


sudo defaults write com. 
apple.driver. 

AppleBluetoothMultitouch. 
trackpad Clicking -int 1 


The Magic Trackpadis very hard on your fingertips 
until you enable the Tap to click’ gesture, 
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The mysterious case of the 
disappearing network 


near pr engin 


Every time I leave my iMac 
Q| unused for half an hour or 

so, or every time I wake it up 
after sleep mode, my internet 
connection has gone. I then need to 
go into System Preferences > Network 
> Assist me > Diagnostics and so on, 
and by highlighting my current 
network it then eventually clicks 
through six checks which turn from 
red to green, before telling me that 
my network is working correctly. All 
of this isn't worrying, just a dreadful 
nuisance - since I have to go through 
this process about six times a day! 
Greet Pole 


This question crops up regularly 
and | always check in on a thread 
on the discussionsapplecom 
forum. It’s been running for more than four 
years, and shows no signs of slowing up. 
The problem is it's about six different 
problems that all happen to share the same 
symptoms. ve seen some wild suggestions 
like turning off sleep altogether, or 
switching to a static IP address, but there 
are three fixes Id be prepared to put my 
name to, Firstly, if you have a Time Capsule 
cor other AirPort device, open AirPort Utility 


Network disconnected but the diagnostics came 
up dean? You may have an IP address conflict. 


and check that there aren't any firmware 
updates that have been missed (Software 
Update doesnit check for AirPort firmware) 
IF your router comes from your ISP similarly 
check with them for possible firmware 
updates. Next check that this isn’t actually 
an IP conflict. Turn off everything that uses 
Wi-Fi and just boot up the iMac. If that 
works without losing connection, turn 
other devices on one at a time. At some 
point you'll tum on a printer or another 
computer and the network drop-outs will 
start up again. You then need to check that 
the last device you added is correctly 
configured to receive its IP address from 
the router, through DHCP. Back up first, and 
then delete everything in \Library\ 
Preferences\SystemConfiguration 


Mac SOS 


The unrepeatable keyboard 


Ibought a MacBook Air 
(a) secrets es en 
great thus far. One thing I 
have noticed, though, is that the 
keyboard doesn’t seem to repeat 
automatically. I tried looking through 
all the System Preferences, but the 
only thing I found that seemed 
relevant was ‘Key Repeat’ and ‘Delay 
Until Repeat’. I've tried changing 
these several times, but to no avail. Is 
it my motherboard? Or do I need to 
reinstall Mountain Lion? 
Anne McFerries 


GIA The answer might be quite 


possibly neither. You don't 

mention whether your Air has 
always had this quitk or its something that 
began recently, but it’s definitely not 
supposed to be this way. I'd be extremely 
surprised if there was a corrupted plist file 
‘on your Mac when it left the store, so ifit 


A single comupted plist can disable autorepeat on 
your keyboard, butts easy to change back aga 


was there at the beginning, that would 
tend to indicate a hardware fault. But | can't 
think of any logical hardware faults that 
could produce this effect on both an 
intemal and external keyboard. 

You can of course, simply take your Mac 
to the Apple Store and let them figure it 
out or replace it. But before you do, Id like 
you to try this. Open Terminal and type: 


defaults write -g 
ApplePressAndHoldEnabled 
-bool false 


After that, reboot your machine. If it’s a 
corrupted plist, this will fix it. 


Best way to sync my files? 


Ihave a MacBook Pro and an 
Q| iMac. Having contacts, mail, 

messages and so on being 
kept in sync on my iPad/iPhone, I'd 
like to set up something similar for 
the large amount of documents, 
music and photos I have on my two 
computers, without iCloud. Could I 
do this easily with an external drive? 
Claire Russell 


GIP There ate several fle syncing 


applications for the Mac, but | 
wouldn't bother with any of 
them, Unless you have lots of users or lots 
of computers to keep synced up, it’s 
actually easier to do it yourself Just get an 
external disk and use it ike a giant USB 
stick. You put the files and folders you want 
on the disk and you plug it into whichever 
computer you're using at the moment, and 
access them directly from there. To move 
your photos, just drag the iPhoto Library 
package from the Pictures folder in your 
home folder to the external disk, and when 


you next start iPhoto it asks you which 
library you want to use, Click Other Library 
and navigate to its new location on the 
external disk (it remembers this). You can 
do the same thing for music by moving the 
iTunes folder to the external drive. 

If you don't want to physically move the 
external disk between computers, you can 
use a network attached storage (NAS) drive 
that has its own connection to your home 
network, These are more expensive, but 
they allow you to access your files from 
both machines at once, 


— 


Instead of using software to sync your files, you 
an store them on an external hard drive. 
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All iPad repairs 
Undertaken 


Same day 
repair service 
Prices from 
£49.99 


We specialize in: 
e iPhone 
e iPad 
e iPod 
e Kindle 
e Laptop 
e Android 


Call for friendly 
advice from 
One of our 
technicians 
01202-377121 


Badge culling 


Thave an iPad 4 and I 
Q] recently downloaded iOS 7. I 
now have problems with my 
app updates. I get the notifications, 
but they don’t disappear from the 
Updates tab as they used to. 
Caroline Shipley 


SPM) Badge icons weren't updating 
correctly after iS 7 was released, 
because the App Store was so 

heavily loaded by downloads for iOS 7 itself 
It might be that you have an iS 6 device 
with updates that it can’t download until it 
upgrades to iOS 7. This updates the badge 
count for everything on that iTunes 
account. Go to the App Store on that 
device and select Purchased > All 
Download any apps showing ‘Install, This 
gets you the newest [OS 6 version and reset 
the badge count. 


AppleTALK : 


(OSSOS 


Matthew Bolton fixes.your 
mobile-device problems 


Insult and battery 


Is it my imagination or does 
Q) iOS 7 drain the juice out of 

batteries? Both my iPhone 
and iPad seem to need recharging 
noticeably more often than before. I 
updated all the apps with the 
machines plugged in, so it wasn’t 
that, Otherwise, I'm using them just 
as before, but I’m 
having to recharge 
every night. Am I 
alone with this 
experience? 
Kenneth Smith 


Don't worry 
Kenneth, youre 
not. There are a 
few things that have hurt 
battery life with 10S 7 
probably the most 


ls TIFF better than JPEG? 


Is there any advantage in 
importing photos into: 
iTunes for viewing on a 
Retina display iPad as TIFF files as 
opposed to JPEG? I am looking for 
the best possible quality... 

Bruce Richardson 


TA) IFyou sync your photos through 
. iTunes they're automatically 
‘optimised’ for the iPad. By 
optimised, Apple means rescaled: images 
larger than 4608x3072 are resized to the 
nearest scaling factor that brings them. 


under this figure. This is still double the 


actual display resolution of the iPad 3 or 4- 
the extra pixels are used to give you some 
headroom for zooming. It doesn't matter 
whether you start with TIFF or JPEG 
because they are always converted to JPEG 
when they are transferred to the iPad. 

When the iPad 3 was first released, some 
professional photographers discovered 
Using progressive JPEG format allowed you 
to bypass the automatic rescaling, They're 
much slower to render, however, and aren't 
supported by Aperture. Without zooming 
into the image, it makes no difference. 
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remain active in the background to update 
their data, Lots of apps have just enabled 
this automatically even though they 
probably dont need to. You can turn this 
off in Settings > General > Background App 
Refresh. Parallax scrolling and dynamic 
wallpapers use more power, too. For most 
devices the overall difference is only about 
30 minutes less battery life, but one 
study found that the iPhone 5 lost 
a third of its battery life ~ and that’s 
more than three hours. This is 
probably due to an oversight in the 
carrierspecific firmware that will be 
fixed in due course, Battery life is 
often worst when an OS has just 
been released and then gradually 
improves as later updates tweak 
the power management. The 
background app refresh issue will 


Background updates from be fixed when Apple updates their 
significant for most users is appsis probably iOS 
the fact that apps can now biggest battery drainer. 


app certification process to restrict 
which apps are allowed to use it. 


Encrypted issues 
Trecently bought an 
Q) unlocked iPhone 4 second 


hand. It uses encrypted 
backups in iTunes, and I'd like to turn 
this off. I have the backup password, 
but this doesn’t help - the box to 
‘Encrypt local backup’ is ticked and 
greyed out, so I can’t untick it! 
Catherine Wesson 


Your phone has been set up with 
a configuration profile. Profiles are 
set so they can't be removed, 
except by the same computer that 
originally set them, 

You have to completely wipe and reset 
the phone. By restoring the backup, the 
profile returns once more. 


Viissed 
an issue? 


Looking for a back issue? Look no 
further — search for MacFormat on 
the App Store to get our award- 
winning app for iPad, iPhone and 
iPod touch! There are lots of issues 
of MacFormat inside it, ready to 
be downloaded immediately. 
And remember, from issue 250 
MacFormat became a fully 
interactive iPad app! 


Ma re 


FORMAT 


Download back issues onto your iOS device; 
get our award-winning app at 


To order back issues of the print 
magazine, phone 
and we'll post thern out to you 


To become a print subscriber so you never miss 
another issue in the future, go to 


Photojojo 
Telephoto Lens 


) Website photo 


we admit, but the results are excellent. 


Polarizing 
Clip-on Filter 


£30 Website photojojacom 


Polarizing filters cut down on the sun's harshest 
rays, giving you less glare and brighter colours in 
sunny photos. This filter simply clips over your 
iPhone's camera, producing awesome results 


Photojojo 
Pocket Spotlight 


£20 Website photojojocom 


This little video light is much beefier than the iPhone's 
flash, providing balanced, less harsh light for photos. it 
simply plugs into the headphone slot for power, and 

you can paya bit more and get it with coloured filters. 


Olloclip Lens 


) Website ollaclip.com 


This three-in-one clip-on 
lens slots onto your 
phone over the camera, 
giving you a superb 
macro lens, a fisheye lens 
with a roughly 180° view, 
and a wide-angle lens. 


10 Website joby.com 


Carrying a big tripod around with your little 
phone isn't exactly ideal, so grab this 
elaborately monikered flexible stand. The 
clamps holds any phone tight, and you can 
make it stand just about anywhere. 


Olloclip 
Quick-Flip 
Case 
£30 Website olloclip.com 
Normally, this is a simple 
protective plastic case, but 
it has a section that folds out 
to accommodate the Olloclip, 
which then doubles as a 
shutter button, It also has a 
tripod mount. 

o 
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PHOTOGRAPHY 


Triggertrap Mobile 


£20 Website triggertrap.com 


Arm yourself with the free app, 
the Triggertrap Mobile cable and 
dongle and your iPhone, and you 
can activate a compatible camera 
(most manufacturers are 
supported remotely. Line 
yourself up fora family 

portrait, and then just trigger 
your shot! There are various 
modes and it’s so simple to use. 


Corsair Voyager Air 
£100 Website corsair.com 


if you take a lot of photos and videos, you might start to 
run low on storage on your phone. This wireless hard 
drive (50GB or 1T8) connects directly to your phone 
using Wii, so you can transfer files to it 


£40 Website eye fi 


Optrix iPhone 


Ifyou use a dedicated camera, an A 
Eye-Fi memory card enables that Adventure Suit 
8GB+Wi-Fi camera to become wireless, £80 Website photojojo.com 
sz € letting you instantly transfer ae 
aicisanstionenntzahcil em is case is both protective and waterproof, 
FOCIO:VHE-3 IC: 7846A-3 . with a built-in wide-angle lens for taking great 
cables, so you can inspect them action photos. ’s compatible with various 
ona larger screen. mounts, so can be used on vehicles, on a 


helmet or just splashing about in the water! 
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RATED 


13-inch MacBook 


Pro with Retina 
display, Late 2013 


latest Re 
13-inc 


Has Apple 
Pro killed the 


kkk kk 


£1,249 Manufacturer Apple, apple.co.uk 


CPU 2.4GHz dual-core Intel Core iS Graphics Intel Irs 
Memory &GB of 1600MHz DDR3L Storage 256G8 PCle flash storage 


Geekbench multicore score 6,300 


With the October 2013 refresh, 

the 13-inch MacBook Pro with 

Retina display has truly arrived. 
The upgrade to Haswell processors 
means lower power consumption, as 
does the new Mavericks operating 
system with its smart energy 
management. The line has also 
enjoyed the second price drop since 
13-inch Retina models first appeared 
at the end of 2012, As a result, the 
Retina scteen is no longer a luxury 
item, but has been adopted as the 
norm across the MacBook Pro range. 
The cheapest last-gen 13-inch 
model is retained unchanged, and is 
now the only MacBook Pro with a 
regular screen, an optical drive and 
hard disk storage. Since it costs £999, 
we suspect it only survived so Apple 
can say the MacBook Pro range 
starts at under £1,000. 


Warning: when you see the Retina display, you will wantit. Venture into a store at your perilt 
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tina 
h Air? 


The new 13-inch Retina range 
brings us three models, The entry- 
level release has a 2.4GHz dual core 
Intel Core i5 processor, 12868 of 
storage and 4GB of RAM for £1,099, 
The mid-range model reviewed here 
ups the storage to 256GB and 
doubles the RAM, for £1,249, the 
same price as the previous 


The new Retina MacBook Pros 
retain the same basic design as their 
predecessors, and the screen is 
identical. On this 13-inch model, the 
2560x1600 pixel resolution gives 227 
pixels per inch. In the real world, 
what this means is that the display 
packs in so many pixels the human 
eye struggles to distinguish between 


The 13-inch Pro is now one millimetre 


thinner - 


its now the same thickness as 


the 15-inch — and 50grams lighter 


generation's entry-level 13-inch 
Retina MacBook Pro, At the top of 
the tree sits a 2.6GHz model with 
512G8 of storage for £1,499, only £50 
dearer than last year's lower model. 
What a cifference a year makes. 


them at normal viewing distance. 
The difference this makes has to be 
seen to be believed, so if you haven't 
done so already, make sure you take 
a look at your nearest Apple stockist. 
A Retina display doesn't look like a 
‘normal’ computer screen. Instead 
your desktop looks like an art print, 
with beautifully organic text with no 
sign of jaggedness, and pictures you 
could hang on your wall. It really is 
that good, 


Thinner and lighter 
To make Retina notebooks thinner 
and lighter than its old style of Pros, 
Apple dropped the optical drive and 
replaced the hard drive with solid- 
state storage. FireWire disappeared 
too, but with the introduction of 
high-speed Thunderbolt ports, the 
upgrade to USB 3, and adapters to 
use your existing FireWire 
peripherals through 
Thunderbolt, it's not missed. 


But it's what’s changed 
that makes the difference, not 
what's similar. Although the 2013 
13-inch Retina MacBook Pro is 
externally much the same as before, 
with two Thunderbolt ports, a USB 3 
port on each side, dual mics, HDMI- 
out and an SDXC card reader, the 
closed chassis is actually one 
millimetre thinner and 50 grams 
lighter. I's now exactly the same 
thickness as the 15-inch model. The 
Thunderbolt ports have been 
updated to Thunderbolt 2, the first 
time Intel’s new connection has 
actually appeared on Macs 

As before, storage is solid state, 
but Apple has switched to PCle- 
based fiash storage, giving up to 
60% faster read speeds. Using 
Blackmagic Disk Speed Test, we got 
read speeds of 728.2MB per second, 
and write speeds of 674.8MB per 
second, which is comfortably fast 
enough even for pro-level video 
capture at 2K resolutions. This new 
13-inch model boots a clean OS X 
install in a little over 14 seconds, and 
if you put it into deep sleep mode 
by closing the clamshell it’s instantly 
‘on when you open it again 

The combination of the Haswell 
processor, which is much better at 
managing power than previous 
chips in the Core series, and 
Mavericks, which organises tasks 
efficiently to maximise the time the 
processor spends in low power 
mode, has increased the battery life. 
Earlier 13-inch Retina MacBook Pros 
could manage up to seven hours’ 


wireless web surfing on a single 
charge, whereas the new models 
last for up to nine hours. We 
managed to stream a live feed from 
the BBC's iPlayer over WiFi (a tough 
test) for slightly under five hours, 
which is half an hour longer than the 
previous model 

The move to the Haswell platform 
brings with it the latest Intel 
integrated graphics, known as Iris. 
These are a substantial step up from 
the HD Graphics 4000 chipset in the 
last model, though not as good as 
the Iris Pro Graphics you get in the 
entry 15-inch Retina MacBook Pro, 
We ran Batman: Arkham City at an 
unexceptional 17 frames a second 
with the resolution cranked up to. 
1920x1080 and all graphical settings 
on high. Keeping the settings up, 
lowering it to 1024x768 got us a 
playable 31 frames per second, 


Trampling on the Air 
At only £100 more expensive, the 
entry-level Retina 13-inch MacBook 
Pro should kill interest in the £999 
old-school model. But perhaps more 
interesting is how it stacks up 
against the 13-inch MacBook Air. In 
the past, battery life, portability and 
price were the Air's key strengths, 
with the Retina MacBook Pro ahead 
‘on processing power and the Retina 
display. But the new Retina Pro has 
chipped away at the Air's strengths, 
while comfortably retaining its own, 
When it comes to battery life, the 
13-inch Air still has a comfortable 
lead, running for up to 12 hours on a 
single charge. But the 13-inch Retina 
Pro can manage nine hours, which 
will be enough for most people, By 
shedding a few grams, the Retina 
Pro makes the Air's lead in portability 
look less impressive too. Again, at 
1.35kg the Air still wins this particular 
round, but with the Pro weighing 
1.57kg, it's a small difference again. 
And the Retina Pro's footprint is 
actually smaller than the Air, 
shedding a few centimetres in width 
and depth, and matching it for 
thickness if you measure 
the Air atits thickest edge. 


The Retina MacBook Pro 
feels like a real family now — 
especially since the 13-inch 

is now as thin as the 15-inch. 


RATED 


QUICK LOOK | UNDER THE HOOD 


Backlit 


(1) Thunderbolt (2) (3) Retina display (4) Improved 
 Thenew Retina keyboard The Retina screen battery life 
MacBook Prosare thefirst_ The keyboard is backlitfor packs inoverfour million Haswell CPUs and the 
Macstohave Thunderbolt low-light conditions. You _—pixels. That's actuallymore —_ OS X Mavericks operating 
2 ports included, which can adjustthe brightness pixels than the screenona system have produced 
runata blistering 20Gbps. or switch itoff. 27-inch Mac, very good battery life. 


Power PC 

For power, the Retina MacBook Pro 
is comfortably ahead. Both use dual- 
core Intel Core i5s, but the Pro's run 
at 2.4GHz or 2.6GHz, with the Air 
offering only 1.3GHz and a weaker 
graphics chipset, and the difference 
in performance from itis significant, 
And despite all the rumours 
beforehand, the last Air refresh didn't 
produce a model with a Retina 
display. If you want the very best 
screen a notebook can offer, you still 
need a Retina Pro. 

And the price? When the 13-inch 
Retina MacBook Pros were first 
released, the 
cheapest was 


£450 dearer than the entry-level 
13-inch Air. The difference is now 
only £150, More telling stil, you 
compare this mid-range, 256GB 
£1,249 Retina Pro with the MacBook 
Air that also has 256GB of storage, 
using custom order options to beef 
up the Air's RAM to match the Pro's 
&GB and its processor to 1.7GHz (still 
slower than this Pos 24GH2), the Air 
actually costs £90 more. 

Steady improvements, most 
notably to the battery life and 
processing power, and a very 
welcome price drop have made the 
13-inch MacBook Pro with Retina 

display a very attractive option. In 
fact, its difficult to see 
where the MacBook Air 
will go next. Unless you 
have extreme needs for 
battery life or lightness, 
the 13-inch Retina Pro 
is the notebook we 
recommend, 

Jan Osborne 


I've got an old, 


TEAM TALK 
non-Retina 


9g 13-inch Pro 


myself, and I’m sorely 
tempted to upgrade to 
the new one. The extra 
power would be great, 
but the screen and 
battery life are the main 
draws for me. 


The 13-inch Retina 

Pro comes of age. 

Better battery life, 
power and portability, and 
amore affordable price. 


© Powerful, and long battery life 
© Much improved graphics 
@ Lower prices 


© Not Iris Pro graphics 
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15-inch MacBook — 


Pro with Retina 
display, Late 2013 


What differen 


will Iris Pro and a 


price drop make for the 15-inch line? 


RAM 8G8 of 1600MHz DDR3L Storage 256GB PCle flash storage 


Geekbench multicore score 12,281 


Externally, the new, Late 2013 
> 15-inch MacBook Pros with 

Retina display are identical to 
their predecessors. Same slimline, 
lightweight design, same apparent 
ports on the sides and above all, the 
same gorgeous Retina screen, We've 
raved about how good the screen 
quality is on these machines over 
the page in our review of the 
13-inch Retina Pro, so we won't 
repeat ourselves here. This 15-inch 
version has a native resolution of 
2880x1800, which is over 5.1 million 
pixels, with equally great colours. 

So what's changed? The two new 
15-inch Retina Prosin the late 2013 
range have switched to Intel's new 
Haswell processors. They both have 
quad-core Intel Core i7s, which can 


use Turbo Boost tech to increase 
their speed when they're able. 
HyperThreading allows them to run 
two threads on each core, giving a 
total of eight virtual cores for multi- 
core tasks, The entry-level 15-inch 
model reviewed here has a 20GHz 
CPU, which can Turbo Boost at up to 
3.2GHz, while the more expensive 
version runs at 2.3GHz or up to 
3.5GHz under Turbo Boost. 


The new 15-inch MacBook 
Pro with Retina display is 

externally unchanged from 
the previous generation. 


consumotion, extending a 
notebook’s battery life. Apple claims 
the new Haswell 15-inch Retina 
MacBook Pro can surf the web 
wirelessly for up to eight hours on a 
single charge, up from seven hours. 
In our tests, we ran a live feed from 


The new Haswell chips are designed to 
be clever with power consumption, 
extending a notebook‘ battery life 


But that’s not what's special about 
Haswell. The new chips are designed 
to be very clever about power 


the BBCs iPlayer website fora few 
minutes shy of six hours, an hour 
longer than the 13-inch model, 


TOP 3 FEATURES | THE RETINA PRO IN FOCUS 


Pp 


Ss 
ITiS"Pro 


Graphics 


| Retina screen 
The Retina display is a sight to 
behold, with its incredible resolution 
and excellent viewing angles. Once 
you've spent time with a Retina 
screen, everything else looksa bit 
shoddy in comparison. 


© Iris Pro 

“~ Thenew MacBook Pros have Iris 
integrated graphics, with the 15-inch 

models enjoying lrisPro. ts big step 
forward, but if you need more power, 
the higher-end 15-inch MacBook Pro 

also includes a Nvidia 750M GPU. 
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‘ Haswell processors 
The latest version of Intel's Core 
processorsare designed to consume 
as little power as possible. This 
means the new Retina MacBook Pro. 
isless taxing on the battery while 
producing the same performance. 


Haswell processors also bring 
better integrated graphics. The 
15-inch models both feature Iris Pro 
graphics, but while the cheaper of 
the two models relies solely on 
Intel's graphics, the more expensive 
version augments its pixel-pushing 
power with a Nvidia GeForce GT 
750M with 2GB of GDDRS memory. 
‘Mac notebooks have employed 
automatic graphics switching for a 
while now, and this one’s no 
exception; at times of high needs, 
graphics processing automatically 
switches to the discrete chip for 
more power, switching back to the 
integrated chipset when demand 
falls, to save battery life. 


Iris-ky business? 

Still the Iris Pro alone proved its 
worth in our tests, Using the Unigine 
Heaven graphics benchmarking tool 
at its most demanding Extreme 
setting, the entry-level 15-inch Pro 
managed 7.2 frames per second, 
significantly better than the 4.5fps 
offered by the 13-inch model, which 
only has Iris graphics, not Iris Pro. Iris 
Pro ran Batman: Arkham City at 39 
FPS with the graphics ramped up 
to maximum settings and the 
resolution set to 1080p. Turning the 
resolution up to 1920x1200, we still 
got a playable 29 FPS, though it 
struggled at its native resolution of 


2880x1800, managing only 16 FPS. 
But only a maniac - ora reviewer! — 
would tum it up that high anyway. 

All the new MacBook Pros with 
Retina display — 13inch and 15-inch 
models — have the new Thunderbolt 
2 ports, debuting on Macs here. 
While the total bandwidth is the 
same as the original Thunderbolt 
format released back in 2011, the 
original's 10Gbps channels each way 
can be combined into a single 
20Gbps channel. With higher PCle 
data rates and DisplayPort 1.2 it's 
said to be the first connection 
technology that can simultaneously 
transfer and display uncompressed 
4K video. Naturally, this is well 
beyond the needs of most Mac 
notebook users, but for video 
professionals, it's a great bit of 
future-proofing 


Heavier metal 

The MacBook Pro's aluminium build, 
size and weight remain unchanged, 
but since it still one of the thinnest, 
lightest 15-inch notebooks around, 
that's great. The absence of a hard 
disk or optical drive has meant the 
chassis is only 18mm thick. Itweighs 
2.02kg, which is very light given its 
screen size, but it still substantially 
heavier than the 13-inch Retina Pro 
or the MacBook Air. Not that this is 
unexpected: a bigger notebook with 


a heftier battery and larger display is 
going to weigh more. But if youre 
planning to carry your new MacBook 
around alot, be aware that the extra 
power and screen size afforded by 
this 15-inch Retina Pro comes at the 
expense of portabrlty. 

Like the 13-inch Retina MacBook 
Pros, the 15-inch range has enjoyed 
a price drop. Both models are £100 
cheaper than their predecessors. 
However, while this price drop has 
brought the 13-inch models out of 
their luxury niche and into the 
mainstream, the 15-inch versions 
high starting price means they‘te still 
a substantial investment. 

Although far from cheap, the 
15-inch MacBook Pro with Retina 
display is definitely worth the money. 
Its breath-taking screen, powerful 
processor and substantial battery life 
win through. lan Osborne 


Mac Offers excellent 
battery life, a 
gorgeous screen 


and strong performance 
despite the price drop. 


© Gorgeous screen 
© Powerefficient processors 
© Powerful Iris Pro graphics 


@ Low-end lacks discrete GPU 


RATED 


Tech Talk 


IRIS PRO 


INTEL GRAPHICS GET SERIOUS 


High-end laptops with integrated 


Among performance enthusiasts, Intel's 
integrated graphics chips have been largely 
derided in the past, That's changed over the 
last couple of years, but they've stil only 
| been good enough for cases where there just 

NOD it the space for aldidicated power 
hungry GPU ~ in the MacBook Air, for example. So when 
the latest Retina MacBook Pro line was announced to have 
integrated Intel graphics in both the'15-inch and entry-level 
1g;inch models, it looked concerning on the face of it - it 
would be a step back for the 15-inch Retina MacBook Pro to 
gp to integrated graphics, wouldn'tit? The thing is, the Iris 
Pro graphies chip used in it isnt like other integrated chips. 

Fundamentally, the Iris graphics in the 13-inch laptop and 
the Iris Pro graphiesin the 15-inch are the same, butthe Iris 
Pro machines include and extra fast cache of €DRAM 
memory (named Crystalwell, name-checked by Apple when 
announcing the machines). Intel has managed to make its 
graphies chips theoretically as poweriul as the Nvidia 6;0M 
used in the previous Retina MacBook Pro generation, but 
they're still stuck sharing the built-in system RAM instead 
ofhaving their own faster memory, like the 650M did, Even 
though this remains a bottleneck for performance compared 
toa discrete graphics card, Crystalwell mostly mitigates i, 
providing the ability for Iris Pro to transfer small amounts 
of data almost as fast as the 650M could. In practice, Iris Pro 
is still slightly inferior for gaming, but it works excellently 
for general computing tasks that use the graphics chip, and 
uses much less power than the 650M. This means that, as a 
creative productivity machine, the new 15-inch machine 
could offer the same computing power with better battery 
life by using Iris Pro. However, if you wanted to use it for 
gaming, you'll be much better off stepping up to the 15-inch 
model with the Nvidia 750M dedicated GPU. 
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iPad Air 


Could this be 
or is it just the first 


tok kk 


From £399 Manufacturer Apple, applecom 


Capacity 16G8, 32GB, 64GB or 128GB 


a new kind of tablet, 
real iPad? 


Connectivity Wi-Fi only or Wi-Fi+Cellular 
> Sometimes, it takes a while to 
fully realise a vision. The first 
version of a product will always be 
compromised, with tweaks and 
iterations improving the core, but 
new features can unbalance things 
‘as much as improve them. But at 
some point, the technology available 
finally matches the original ambition. 
The vision comes together. This is 
what the iPad Air feels like, 
Everything about it, from the 
inside out, feels effortless ina way 
that only the iPad 2 previously came 
close to ~ but was still nowhere near, 
in hindsight. A Retina screen where 
the individual pixels disappear. 
Instant response from a powerful 
processor. Light enough to hold in 
‘one hand comfortably, Slim enough 


to take everywhere. And still getting 
all-day battery life. Youd barely think 
it was difficult to make at all. 

IF you were already using an 
iPad 3 or4, the difference can take 
a bit of time to sink in, perhaps 
surprisingly. We were expecting to 
be blown away when holding it in 
‘one hand with the iPad 3 in the 
other. But while the change is 
absolutely noticeable, it actually 
became more impressive over time. 


Light and Air-y 
At 7.5mm thick and 496g, you can. 
pick it up more casually and pass it 
around with greater ease than 
previous iPads. The even, rounded 
sides are more comfortable to hold 

than the pointed edges of old, aided 

by the reduced weight. The 
change in size and weight isn't 
quite a game-changer purely on 
its own ~ it’ still just a bit too 
heayy to be a first-class ereader, 
such as the Kindle ~ but it's 
much more than just’nice to 
have’ It's an integral part of 
making the iPad even more 
of a ubiquitous, universally 
useful object in your life 
Effortlessness doesn't just 
come from the weight, 
though. The big chip 
needed to power the 
iPad 3 kicked outa lot of 
heat, but also had 
performance issues. 

It felt ike was at the 
limits of tolerance, 
The iPad 4 fixed the 

performance issues, 
but maintained the 
hat running and 
heft. The iPad Air, 
equipped with a 
new A7 chip, is 
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The Air offers the same camerasas the iPad 4, but with better software and processing. 


much faster than even the iPad 4, 
yet Apple has been able to slim 
down the large battery - though the 
heat hasn't entirely disappeared. 
High-end games run smoother than 
ever, apps load ludicrously quickly, 
and it almost never slows down, The 
iPad 3 huffed and puffed; the Air 


iPad 4 - but these are edge cases, 
rather than the norm. 


The little things 

The big changes define the iPad Air, 
but, as ever, it’s the little things that 

you pick up on over time. While the 
build quality is generally superb, the 


Everything about it feels effortless in a 
way that only the iPad 2 came close to — 
but, in hindsight, was nowhere near... 


floats. It doesn't feel like this 
computer does any computing - 
when things happen instantly, 
youtre back to the whole thing 
feeling lke... well, not magic, but a 
close approximation thereof But 
again, even a speed increase of 
40-50% over its predecessor isn't a 
game-changer on its own (and the 
1GB of AM may prove limiting for 
ambitious developers later), There 
are some tangible benefits ~ 
running GarageBand on the iPad 
Air's 64-bit processor lets you record 
up to 32 tracks instead of 16 on the 


screen flexes more than before when 
pressure is applied, and it can sound 
more hallow when tapped. It's not a 
problem, but is interesting, because 
it sometimes surprises you to 
remember that it's not really a solid 
object. The smaller bezels at the side 
have the effect of almost making the 
screen seem a different shape, or 
perhaps smaller, despite being 
identical to what came before. It’s 
just a trick of the eye, but it goes to 
show how these nips and tucks sink 
in, Actually, we say the screen is 
identical to what came before, but it 


APPLE’S NEW CASES 


iPad Air Smart Cover 
totok 


£35 Manufacturer Apple, applecom 


Apple's new Smart Cover follows the 
template of the iPad mini’s cover 
design, rather then the one 
introduced with the iPad 2. t doesn't 
hold up ina triangle as securely, but it 


appears to have a slightly less cool 
colour cast than the iPad 4, and 
more accurate colours overall 
However, one thing we've wented 
Apple to do for a while, but that 
hasn't happened in the iPad Air, is for 
the IPad’s display to be bonded to 
the glass, like the iPhone and iMac’s 
screens are. This helps to reduce 
reflections, and brings the image 
closer to the surface, Even with these 
tiny gripes, though, the Retina 
display is at its best so far here - 
clear and beautiful 


Speedy Wi-Fi 

Apple has improved the Wi-Fi speed 
of the iPad Air too, which is largely 
subtle, but stands out in places. 
Using multiple antennas, the iPad Air 
is supposed to be able to achieve up 
to twice the download speeds of its 
predecessor, and though this doesn't 
come out much in general web 
browsing, we really did notice large 
downloads taking almost half the 
time on the iPad Air as the iPad 4. 

For downloading games or 
magazines, the difference is big. 4G 


The Air comes with the same 
accidental touch rejection on its 
thin bezel as the iPad mini. 


connects to the iPad really well, and 
doesn't discolour the iPad’s metal, like 
the old one did. It’s stable enough asa 
stand, and doesn’t wobble when you 
type, which the mini’s cover does. 


connectivity is also great on the 
cellular models — in central London, 
we could hit nearly SOMbps. As 4G 
spreads out, we think the promise of 
truly high-speed access anywhere 
will become an important option for 
iPad users — especially if the lightness 
of the Air means you start taking it 
everywhere — but right now, we 
think the extra £100 won't be worth 
it for most people. 

And throughout it all is the same 
10-hour battery life. As ever, hard 
tasks such as gaming cuts this 
dramatically, but for light use, the 
iPad Air lasts for days. One thing we 
will say is that Apple's claim of 
10 hours watching videos is based 
on watching offline. If you mostly 
use Netflix, you'te looking at more 
like seven hours, based on our 
testing. Again, though, this is right 
up with the best out there, And 
while we're on videos, the new 
stereo speakers are better than the 
previous effort, offering richer sound, 
but the result isn’t really stereo — it 
still comes from one end of the iPad. 

While almost every part of the 
iPad Air has been improved in some 
way, it the whole that defines it 
The change in size and weight, or 
the superb increase in performance, 


iPad Air Smart Case 
ek 


RATED 


£65 Manufacturer Apple, apple.com 


The leather SmartCase has anice 
external feel (though its stiffness is 
cardboard-like) and offers good 
protection for thedevice. However, 
‘we're concerned the edge with the 


don't completely render older 
models obsolete on their own, but 
their sum is something else. As is 
always the case, there are some 
things missing that we want to see - 
Touch ID in particular. Is its absence 
a reason not to buy this one? Is the 
lack of RAM? We don't think so, really. 
These things aren't the core of the 
iPad Air. The effortiessness is. 


To upgrade or not? 

For those with an iPad 4, it’s a lot of 
money to spend after a year We 
think you'd be happy with the result, 
but it's only worthwhile if you use 
your iPad as a primary computer, 
really. For everyone with an earlier 
iPad, though, or without one at all, 
we strongly recommend the Air. The 
only question mark is the Retina iPad 
mini — almost as powerful, more 
portable, but worse for typing and 
less space for creative apps, We 
should have a review next issue, so 
we can say more then. 

For the first time since the iPad 2, 
the compromises in the iPad Air feel 
like only minor things - tangential 
luxuries, In all the important ways, 
this feels like the first real full-sized 
iPad. The one Apple always wanted 
to make, Matt Bolton 


—_—_——.sw— wn = _ es _ eee, 


hinge will become loose overtime, 
and though it’s not clear from our 
photo, we don't like the angle in which 
itholds the iPad upright—it's more 
vertical than the Smart Cover's. 


instantly fell 


TEAM TALK 
for the iPad Air, 


Z because ofits 


speed. I appreciate that 
Apple has maintained 
the battery life, too - 

I wouldn't want to 
sacrifice longevity for 
thinness on long trips. 


Mac Its lack of Touch ID 
5 isashame, but it’s 
such a small part 
ofa device that’s absolutely 
better than it’s ever been. 


@ Thinner and lighter 
© Blisteringly fast 
@ Faster Wi-Fi 


@ NoTouch ID 
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AXIS X3 


Looks great, sounds great; could this 


be the best digital radio in its clas 


tok kK 


£199 Manufacturer Revo, revo.co.uk 


Features internet DAB, DAB+ and FM radio 
Connectivity Apple Lightning connector aptx Bluetooth 


The third release of Reve's 

award-winning AXis digital 
radio brings welcome new features, 
but it's not a radical overhaul. It 
drops the black bodywork in favour 
of a gunmetal finish, but looks every 
bit as stylish as before, with its colour 
touchscreen, sleek contours and 
outsized volume control, It’s just as 
easy to set up and use, too. Within 
minutes of taking it out of the box, 
weld set up internet radio and 
network streaming, scanned for DAB 
stations, set alarms and connected 
to our iPhone over Bluetooth. 


Talking of Bluetooth, the new AXiS 
supports aptX for CD-quality 
streaming from your Mac (iOS 
devices aren't aptX-compatible). The 
dock on top of the unit is now 
Lightning, but the USB charging port 
on the side has gone. It would have 
come in useful for charging non- 
Lightning devices, and also iPads, 
which won't fit the dock. Also a 
better remote would be welcome, 
as it currently just has the basics. 
Sound quality takes a step up, 
though; it's now warmer, more 
human and more complete. Not 


boastsa gorgeous 
gun-metal exterior. 


that it was poor before but the new 
release offers an improvement, 
especially over Bluetooth. The top 
end is lively, crisp and clear, though 
the bass is a little muffled, but you 
can connect your AXiS to your 
sound system using RCA-outs, if 
you wish, The composite video-out 
has now gone, mind, 

AXIS X3 is a radio for the 
discerning, It looks good, sounds 
gorgeous and is a real joy to use. 
Jan Osborne 


Ifyou needa 
stylish, versatile 
radio witha 

polished sound anda small 

footprint, look no further. 

© Extremely versatile 

@ Lightning dock 

© apix Bluetooth 


© Poor remote controller 


Sony NEX-5T 


An ideal all-rounder compact : 
camera for budding photograt 


2.2.8.8 


£540 Manufacturer Sony, sory.co.uk 


Features 16.1 megapixels, APS-C CMOS sensor, three-inch 
921,600 LCD touchscreen, Wi-Fiand NFC built in 


The beauty of compact system 

cameras, suchas the 5T,is that, 
they offer high image quality in a 
miniaturised body. 

Sony has teamed up the 161 
megapixel APS-C sized CMOS sensor 
with other good specs, including a 
Bionz image processor, hybrid 
autofocusing system, tilting three- 
inch touchscreen and built-in Wi-Fi, 
which is fast becoming standard. 

The NEX-5T is capable of 
producing great images, with bright, 
punchy colours. The detail produced 
by the 161 MP sensor is also 
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fantastic, and we've been impressed 
by low-light performance, with 
resulting images demonstrating 

low noise levels. 

Autofocusing speeds are also 
pretty quick, while automatic white 
balance and meteting systems 
produce decent results; the ability to 
take full manual control over your 
images will appeal to those looking 
for something alittle more serious. 

Because this camera is WiFi 
enabled, you can control it from 
your iPhone or iPad using the Sony 
PlayMemories app - great for 


Acapable camerathat 
has all the features 
without the bulk. 


shooting from awkward angles. The 
Wi-Fi capability also means you can 
share images to your iPhone or iPad 
for instant sharing on social 
networking sites. 

You can download a number of 
apps directly to the camera through 
Sony's PlayMemories store, While 
the number currently available is 
limited, i's hopefully something 
Sony will expand on in the future, 
Amy Davies 


An excellent 

choice for both 
beginners and 
those looking for something 
more advanced. 


@ Tilting, responsive touchscreen 
© instant shating, remote control 
@ Large sensor, small body size 


© Limited PlayMemories apps 


£399 Manufacturer Libratone 


Power 120W total Frequency range 40H2~20kHz Inputs 


AirPlay, PlayDirect, DLNA, USB, 3.5mm jack 


Honestly, we can't remember 

anything that has had more 

people stop as they walk past 
‘our desks and ask, in tones ranging 
from derision to awe, “What's that?” 

What itis, of course, is a speaker, 
albeit one that looks a bit crazy, It’s 
partly its size — it’ taller than a copy 
‘of MacFormat ~ and partly that wool 
covering {which is removable, and 
can be swapped for one in a range 
of chic colours) but it’s also its shape 
— something like a giant... furry. 
solid... contact lens. If we had wall- 
mounted it ~ as you can, with the 
supplied hook - weld have attracted 
even more attention. 

We haven't always been as 
impressed by Libratone’s products as 
we hoped to be, but while this is by 
no means the best speaker we've 
heard, it has a fullness and 
assuredness that we like enormously 

Sure, at low volumes, almost all of 
the richness disappears. Yes, it 
struggles to bring definition of big 
walls of sound such as in the 
‘cymbal-heavy intro to the Foo 
Fighters’ Monkey Wrench. And 
despite separate left/right tweeters 
positioned as far towards the 
circumference as possible, stereo 
separation is lacklustre. 

But get the volume to something 
reasonable, feed it something warm 


TALK 


Isita few de: 
away from Chris 
in MacFormat 

Towers and couldn't 

stop staring at the Loop 

when he was blasting 
out The Kleptones. It 
got attention from a lot 
of curious audiophiles! 


and acoustic, something with a nice 
crunchy bass, or even that goes a bit 
wild, and you'te captivated. Vocals 
have terrific presence and realism. 
You can connect to it over USB or 
3.5mm jack, or wirelessly, either by 
joining it to an existing Wi-Fi 
network, or by turning the Loop into 
its own WiFi access point and 
connecting directly to that — in 
both latter cases using Apple's 
AirPlay technology. 
The build quality is 
good, though it can 
wobble a bit on its 
short Y-shaped 
foot. We 


however, like 


Libratone Loop 


Does this cosy-looking speaker perform well enough to justify its price? 


the fact the supplied power cable 
has been carefully matched to the 
fest of the Loop’ aesthetic. 

We'd have liked track skip/ 
previous controls as well as play/ 
pause and volume on the speaker, 
and, on occasion, ours would slip 
into a coma and refuse to wake up 
until we unplugged it from the 
mains, but still we like the Loop very 
much. Christopher Phin 


Ifyou have the sort 
of home where the 
Loop won't look 


out of place, you probably 
won't balk at £399. 


© Good sound at higher volumes 
© Good build quality 
Sound isnt perfect 


Some other niggles 
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SLEEPPHONES 
WIRELESS 


kkk 


£70 Manufacturer sleepphones.com 


conceals a set of Bluetooth 

headphones, which can be 

removed when it needs a 
wash, Described as ‘pyjamas for your 
ears; it's ideal for listening to your 
music in bed, Sound quality is better 
than we expected, though isolation 
is poor. Don't expect them to drown 
‘out ambient noise. There's an iOS 
app that plays relaxing sounds such 
as waves and a piano lullaby, but 
bizarrely, it doesn't offer a sleep 
function to fade out and switch off 
after a set time, which seems a 
strange omission 
Jan Osborne 


1 This comfortable headband 


A comfortable and 
decent experience. 
Great for listening to 
music in bed, although some 
features are lacking. 


Mas 


ven 


2 


TABLETTAIL: 
MONKEY KIT 


wake 


£50 Manufacturer octacom 


You can't fault this gadget 
for versatility, Bend the bar 
into the height and shape 
you need, and press your 
iPad — or any tablet device - onto 
the suction cup to hold it in place. 
You can set it to almost any height 
or angle you wish, and you can turn 
the tablet to switch between 
portrait and landscape mode, too. In 
our tests, a first-generation iPad 
failed to stick to the Monkeykit 
satisfactorily, but we had far more 
success with an iPad 2 and an iPad 
mini, which stayed in place for hours 
without falling off or the tail slipping 
out of shape. lan Osborne 


The MonkeykKit is a 
Mas little overpriced, 

= perhaps, but a useful 
stand, as long so you're not on 
a first-gen iPad. 
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PKPARIS K’1 
USB KEY 


kkk 


£33 Manufacturer pkparis.com 
Over the last few years, USB 
thumb drives have grown 


3 in capacity and shrunk in 
physical size, These aluminium USB 
3.0 keys from PKparis are as small as 
they can possibly be (no USB stick 
can be smaller than a USB port, for 
obvious reasons), and they're 
available in 32GB and 64GB models. 
How much data can you cram onto 
such a tiny device? The K’1 is great 
for recent Mac notebooks with 
internal SSDs, They're a perfect 
match for your MacBook, and due to 
their small size you can leave them 


in place as semi-permanent storage. 
lan Osborne 


Agreat companion for 
your MacBook Air or 
Retina MacBook Pro, 
especially if your SSD is running 
low on space. 


Mas 


BELKIN EXPRESS 
DOCK FOR IPAD 


kkk 


£50 Manufacturer belkin.com 
This Lightning connector 
dock is designed for the 


A iPad (4th gen), but it works 
with any Lightning iOS device. 
However its unique feature is that 
there's a little wheel you can scroll 
left or right to raise and lower (and 
also change the angle of) the 
connector, so it adjusts to fit 
whatever case you have on your 
iPad, It fitted iPads wearing all cases 
we had in the office; in fact, the only 
drawback was that the iPhone's 
earphone port isn't accessible when 
in the stand ~ but to be fair it’s 


designed for use with an iPad 
Graham Barlow 


This is quite expensive 

for a dock connector 

and stand, but the 
scroll wheel means it’s flexible 
enough to fit most iPad cases. 


Get two issues free 


when you try our interactive iPad edition! 


© Tap to see 
WHAT'S INSIDE 


awesome hidden 
Mavericks features 


Exclusive video tutorials, extra 
content, fully searchable and more! 


Try two issues free when you get a 30-day trial subscription 


macformat.com/ipad 


or search for ‘MacFormat’ on the App Store 
res trial heaton nb bepress nly. Int ce ah meaty nly at det arb lable 
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Intego Washing 
Machine 2014 


ve your Mac 


Ka KK 


the polis 
th this effective clean- 


up wes age 


£24.99 Developer Intego, macwashingmachinecom, 


OS OS X 10.6 or later Requires Intel Core 2 Duo processor, 


S5OMB hard disk space 


FA Washing Machine, from 
Intego, aims to help 
hard drive. It has three 
options: Reclaim, which removes 
space-wasters, such as additional 
languages and caches; Duplicates, 
which looks for identical files; and 
Organize, which cleans up files from 
the Desktop and Dock, and creates 
Smart Folders to help find files. 
Reclaim can save several gigabytes, 


but should be used with caution: 
for example, it will delete files in 
the Downloads folder. Organize has 
stopped us storing so many files on 
our desktop, and has added most- 
used apps to the Dock 

The pick of the bunch, though, 
has to be Duplicates. Washing 
Machine doesn't just depend on the 
file name and type — it compares the 
actual files. And it does so very fast 
it chumed through 115G8 offiles in 


There are different levels of decluttering, and the Reclaim option makes it easy to 
visualise by showing you a graphical representation of the space you're saving, 


just 75 seconds, finding 13 
duplicates, There’s an auto-select 
feature that chooses which files 
should be deleted, based on which 
version is earliest. However, both 
versions have the same modification 
date, you have to choose manually 
which files should be deleted, 

Overall, Washing Machine is 
excellent and fast. you have a small 
hard drive, youll appreciate the 
saved space. lan Betteridge 


Asmart way of 

LSS) reclaiming disk 
space and getting 

rid of duplicates, ata 

pretty good price. 

© Fast finding of duplicates 

© Easy reclaiming of disk space 


© Nice tools for organising files 


© Duplicates not foolproof 


HitFilm 2 


creator 


b 2.8.81 


this editing and special effec 
rth the price of admissior 


Ultimate 


ct 


£299 Developer FX+ome, hitfimcom OS OS X 10/7 Lion or above 


Requires 300MB haid disk space, Dual-core Intel Core i3, i5 or i7, 
GB RAM, graphics with at least 512MB VRAM 


HitFilm 2 Ultimate 
offers. set of video: 
editing tools as well as 
impressive effects 
features, but its editing functions are 
limited compared to other apps in 
its price range. Yes, you can perform 
all the basics, but many features are 
missing, However, using this app for 
its visual effects and then exporting 
the results to a better video-editing 
package is worth considering 
Everything is keyframe-based, 
which allows you to alter an effect 
gradually over time. You can apply 


these keyframes to experiment with 
filters such as‘atomic particles’ - 
which turns any clip into individual 
bits that you can animate, warp 
and distort at will - or work in 3D, 
moving your viewpoint across a 
totally fabricated scene. 

Despite its relatively basic editing 
features, HitFilm 2 Ultimate isn't 
designed for novices. The power of 
the specia-effects section shows it’s 
aiming at a more professional 
market, one that's usually the 
stronghold of Adobe's After Effects, 
but since the latter is now only 
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It’s great to have editing tools, but with HitFilm 2 they can feel a little too basic. 


available on a yearly subscription, 
paying upfront for the full app could 
make HitFilm appeal to many. You 
could also buy Apple's Final Cut Pro 
X and Motion 5 for less. Youll get a 
better editing environment, but 
despite the flexibility of Motion 5, 
HitFilm 2 Ultimate offers more 
features. Theres a demo available for 
HitFilm, though, so we recommend 
giving ita try. Steve Paris 


If you're looking 
for a versatile, 
powerful video 
compositing environment, 
this is a strong option. 
@ Incredibly powerful filters 
@ Surprisingly easy to use 


© Dozens of online tutorials 


@ Editing features are quite basic 


1Password 4 


vord manager returns, 
but can it compete with Keychain? 


The § 


Stahakahad 


£34.99 Developer AgileBits Inc, agilebitscom 
Requires 64-bit processor, OS X 10844 or later 


TPassword is a system 
for storing and 
managing sensitive 
data, much of which 
integrates with web browsers. As the 
apps name suggests, much of it 
centres around online login details ~ 
it can rapidly create and deploy 
complex passwords, increasing your 
online security. The app can also be 
used to store notes, payment card 
details, software licences and 
identities (such as personal and 
business details, or a’simplified’ set 
for signing up to web forums). 
The first impression of 
1Password 4 is that everything is 
cleaner, simpler and more usable. 
Background textures have been 
removed and theres firm emphasis 
‘on clarity, Plenty of new features 
have been added, too, some of 
which have jumped across from the 
10S app. Items can be flagged as 
favourites, making it easier to access 
them, and multiple URLs can be 
assigned to one password, which is 
useful for things like your Apple ID 
that work across several sites. 
TPassword 4 also boosts security 
and sharing, There'san excellent 
‘security audit'feature, which is 
essentially smart folders for weak, 


so ‘ 


The new 1Password 
browser add-on is 
much improved over 
the previous version. 


duplicate and old passwords, On 
sharing, Password now offers 
multiple vaults; each has preferences 
so it can be closed and the 
clipboard cleared in seconds to 
avoid accidentally logging into a 
website with someone else's details, 
Login items can also be shared 
through email or Message. 


RATED 


was sometimes sluggish, but mostly 
fine; WLFi sync was fast and flawless. 
Elsewhere, 1Password's menu-bar 
extra and browser add-ons are 
improved, offering major boosts 
regarding clarity and usability. It’s 
now far easier to access passwords, 
and the workflow for creating and 
assigning new ones is smoother. 


Multiple URLs can be assigned to 
one password, which is useful for 
logins that work across several sites 


Personal sync remains wedded to 
Dropbox, unless you use the Mac 
App Store, which makes iCloud 
available Wi-Fi sync returns in this 
release, Dropbox and iCloud sync 


an 


‘Password 4 supports multiple vaults. The ‘Demo’ vault can explore the app’ capabilites. 


The only thing that is a problem is 
iCloud Keychain, recently unveiled 
by Apple for iOS 70.3 and OS X 
Mavericks, The system is similar to 
1Password and has the advantage of 
being baked into Apple's operating 
systems. On iOS, its more seamless 
than 1Password, which remains 
largely reliant on a standalone app 
with a built-in browser. But for 
anyone wanting more control and 
power than what’ offered by Apple, 
1Password excels: you get superior 
data editing and management, 
storage for more types of data, and a 
system that works more widely than 
Apple’ including in Firefox and 
Chrome, and on Windows and 
Android. Combined with the new 
features, 1Password is a long way 
from being killed off on our devices. 
Craig Grannell 


TEAM TALK 


Install 
1Password, and 
within a few 


weeks you'll wonder 
how you ever did 
without it. The new 
version gives an already 
great appa welcome 
spring clean, without 
bloating or over- 
complicating things. 


An excellent 
upgrade to a first- 
rate app that still 
provides plenty of value 
over Apple’ free alternative. 
@ Usable new interface 
© New security audit 
© Wide platform support 


© Occasionally iffy sync 
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Alan Stonebridge has a better 
way to arrange his windows 


Although OS X Lion gave us new 
‘ways to resize windows from any 
edge, arranging several still feels like 
achore, There's too much clicking 
and dragging for my tastes, so I use 
Divvy (macappsto.re/jCVQy.m); it 
adds a convenience similar to Aero 
Snap in Windows 7. 

Divvy divides the desktop into columns and. 
rows - you can choose how many of each, up to 10. 
Pressing Divvy’s keyboard shortcut displays an 
overlay onto which you drag through a region of the 
grid to resize and re-position the current window to 
fill that area. 

‘Things can be sped up by defining preset areas and 
assigning a keyboard shortcut to them. I've got 
shortcuts set up to fill half of the screen, and 
variations on this that leave thin strips at the sides of 
the desktop for apps I want to keep an eye on, such as 
‘Twitter. These shortcuts can be applied from any app 
if you set them as a global shortcut, or by pressing the 
shortcut that shows Divvy’s overlay followed by the 
keys you've assigned to them. 

As you'll probably want to arrange at least one 
other window relative to the first, OS X’s tools for 
switching between apps and windows come in handy. 
You might use =|+ >i to switch between apps and 

%# + - | to cycle between windows until you find the 
one you want. My preference is to move the pointer 
over an icon in the Dock and double-tap with two 
fingers on my trackpad to choose from only that app’s 
windows. 

For the small effort it takes to set it up, Divvy 
quickly proves its worth as a speedy complement to 
tools already built into OS X and Apple’s multi-touch 
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cd De ee ES 


ary 


Capo attempts to detect chords. fit gets one wrong, you can just select another. 


Capo 3.0 


Revers 


engineering your favourite 


songs just got a little bit easier 


toto bk 


£20.99 Developer SuperMegaUltraGroovy, Inc 
OS 108+ Requires 64-bit processor, audio files 


a Capo attempts the 
impossible, You load 
\ anaudio file and, 

within seconds, the 
app parses it and attempts to 
provide guitar chords for you to play, 
A beat-matching engine lets you 
drag out song sections that can be 
looped, and you can draw notes on. 
a spectrogram to build tab for lead 
and bass instruments. 

It doesn’t work perfectly, because 
this is an app and not magic from 
the future. But it did give usa decent 
foundation for every song we tried 
with it. Even better, you can add a 
new chord box at any point with a 
single click, and change existing 
‘ones through a pop-up menu. We 
had one case during testing where 
automatic tempo detection was off 
~and this cannot be adjusted ~ but 
downbeats for a built-in metronome 
can be nudged left and right. 

Elsewhere, Capo remains 
essential for guitarists. Music can be 
slowed and its pitch changed, and 
an equaliser lets you isolate 
frequencies for parts you wish to 
learn. A few more options wouldn't 
go amiss (such as saving custom EQ 
settings), but what's there works 


very well, For regular existing users 
upgrading rather than first-time 
buyers, the new features and 
interface improvements justify the 
cost, although be prepared for 
workflow changes. Most notably, 
markers can no longer be dropped 
through a key press ~ they now 
require click-drags along the audio 
waveform, We miss the ability to 
plonk down markers during 
playback, but with regions now 
snapping to Capos beat-matching 
settings, we grudgingly admit the 
newer workflow works better 
when it comes to the final article 
and defining sections of a song 
for playback and practise. 

Craig Grannell 


An excellent app 
for musicians, 
enabling them to 


learn new songs - or 
relearn forgotten old ones. 


® Excellent chord box feature 
@ Works well with most tracks 
@ Improved looping regions 


© New beat-matching engine 


Pixelmator 3 FX 


‘Don't buy till version 3’ is an old 
tech maxim — ably proved here 


kkk 


£21 Developer Pixelmator Team, pixelmatorcom 


OS 05 X 10755 or later Requires 64-bit processor 


Although many went 

gaga over Pixelmator's 

initial release, we 

thought it sluggish and 
poorly implemented, Fortunately, it’s 
improved steadily since then, and 
version 3 finally feels like a force to 
be reckoned with. 

Much of this isn’t down to new 
features, but rather improvements 
made to the guts of the application. 
Pixelmator 3 introduces a new 
imaging engine that leverages core 
05 X technologies; the developers 
claim can in some cases this can 
double the performance. This was 
noticeable in our tests, Previous 
versions of Pixelmator felt laggy 
when painting; now, even when 
scribbling like a maniac, using a 
Wacom and an old iMac, the app felt 
truly responsive. 

The most welcome new feature is 
Styles (or layer effects). These sort-of 
arrived with version 2.2, but as shape 
styles that could only be applied to 
vector layers. Now drop shadows, 
strokes, fills and reflections are 
available to bitmaps and are non- 
destructive. If youre coming at 
Pixelmator from Photoshop, the 
limitations within Pixelmator’s layer 


Pixelmators built-in effects 
offer creative scope, but 
are still destructive, 


effects will perhaps disappoint - for 
example, there are no blend modes 
for drop shadows. However, for a 
budget image editor, the level of 
control is sufficient (even if the 
reflection option is weak). 
Elsewhere, there are Mavericks- 
specific updates (tags, App Nap, 
Compressed Memory support, 
improved multiple-display support) 


RATED 


enough control to propel new tools 
beyond being toys for wrecking 
photos in an entertaining way; they 
are useful for image correction. 

Still, shortcomings remain. The 
continuing lack ofa colour picker on 
the main Tools palette has gone 
beyond surprising to baffling, and 
too much of the interface feels 
fiddly, with too small text. Palettes 


Despite a few shortcomings that remain, 
with this update, we finally feel like we 
can recommend Pixelmator 


and a set of liquify tools that join 
‘Smudge. Warp, Bump and Pinch do 
as you'd expect, and sliders for 
strength and diameter provide 


Either Dali’ come to London or we've been playing with Pixelmator’s new liquify tools. 


invariably end up sprinkled around 
the screen in a mess — some kind of 
docking/organisation system is a 
must for the next update. Abo, 
there's no CMYK support, and the 
various built-in filters remain 
destructive, unlike Acom's 

With this update, though, we 
finally feel we can recommend 
Pixelmator. We still believe that 
anyone who considers Pixelmator a 
Viable Photoshop alternative (rather 
than a Photoshop Elements rival) 
probably doesn't use Photoshop all 
that much - or only requires a 
fraction of its power. But as a low- 
cost image editor, for correcting 
photos, building basic interface 
components for the web or apps, 
and just having fun, Pixelmator does 
the job ably. Craig Grannell 


TEAM TALK 


T’ve been using 
Photoshop since 
Thad version 3 


bundled with an end-of- 
line SCSI Umax scanner 
- so I'm comfortable 
using it. [keep thinking 
Ishould try Acorn or 
especially Pixelmator - 
maybe this review will 
finally convince me to! 


Pixelmator comes 

of age, notably 

with improved 
performance, but also due 
tosome great new features. 
@ Much improved performance 
© New layer effects for bitmaps 


© Liquify tools 


© UI still needs some work 
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MOOM 3.1 


Gain full control of windows 
tok Kk _ 


£6.99 Developer Many Tricks, manytrickscom/moom 


OS OS X 10.7+ 


ene 05 X5 window 

SS _managementis 

very basic, 

CEES merely letting 
you 'zoom'a window using 
the green button, minimise it 
to the Dock, or — more 
recently ~ make an app full 
screen. Like similar apps, 
Moom provides extra options 
for managing windows, but 
in terms of scope and 


which you drag out a 
window's new on-screen 
placement, or select from a 
pre-defined list of common 
Positions and sizes. But the 
real power lies in the Custom 
section, from where you can 
create settings that can be 
triggered by keyboard 
shortcuts, including custom 
app window arrangements 
and chained actions. 


settings, it’s unique. Craig Grannell 
Depending on your 
preferences, Moom can be 
used to snap windows to full-, The Mac's best 
half or quarter-screen on an window manager 


by some margin. 
Well worth the cost for the 
time it saves you. 


edge or corner drag, and you 
can hover over any zoom 
button to access a grid onto 


COCKTAIL 7.0.1 
Not quite the perfect mix 
tow 


$14 (about £9) Developer Maintain, maintain.se/cocktail 


OS OS X 10.9+ 
Z We've always system — kept locking, Also, 
{ admired although Cocktail remains 
b Cocktail. And a smart, simply designed 
that’s because, app, the window drawers that 


although free alternatives 
exist for OS X maintenance 
and optimisation tasks, 
Cocktail has an air of 
professionalism about it. 

The app feels robust, which 
is a major plus given the tasks 
it's designed for: cleaning 
caches, optimising networks, 
trashing databases, and 
adjusting OS X's interface. 


pop out when you access 
certain tabs belong to. 
another OS X era, 

Ifyou have a licence code, 
you might as well update, but 
bugs do lurk; for anyone new, 
it's hard to recommend 
Cocktail until everything 
works, Craig Grannell 


But with this Mavericks Cocktail does 
edition, everything’s gone a mostly what you'd 
bit rickety. During testing, expect, but its not 


most features worked, but the ass reliable as previous 
Pilot - Cocktails automation —_ versions we've tried. 
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It easy to drag and drop photos, or import images from iPhoto, to create collages. 


Picture Collage 


Maker 3 


Create montages, calendars, cards 


and other creatio 


£13.99 Developer Pearl Mountain Software, pearlmountainsoft.com 


s from your photos 


OS Mac OS X 10.6 or above Requires at least 512M physical RAM, 1GHzor 
above Intel processor, 166MB free hard drive space 


RA Picture Collage 
1X Maker 3 from Pearl 
creating photo 

montages, cards, calendars and 
other creations. It sports 140 
templates, which cover the gamut of 
wedding invitations, birthday cards 
and suchlike. 

Once you've picked a template it’s 
pretty easy to drag-and-drop images 
onto the square spaces, or you can 
click a space and use the built-in 
iPhoto browser. 

There are plenty of templates and 
clip art, and we liked adding comic 
clip art to our photos with lots of the 
‘Pow, ‘Bang’ and ‘Wham effects 
available. The frames were a little less 
stylish, but there's plenty of variety. 

We did find a few problems with 
the interface, though, which can be 
a bit confusing at times. Icons to add 
decoration appear both in the 
bottom-left and in the Inspector, for 
example, Sometimes it allows for 
quite granular detail, but were not 
sure if most people want - or need - 


to know the pixel dimensions and 
‘x/y' positioning of boxes. Also, 
things like clip art and decoration 
shouldn't really appear as filenames 
‘shape_003' and ‘irregular_014’ and 
so on. One of them didn't appear at 
all, being a white piece of art on a 
white background. 

Picture Collage Maker 3 is easy to 
get the hang of, and you can print 
‘ut your creations, or export them to 
image or PDE It also has direct 
Facebook, Twitter or email 
integration. Ultimately, i's good fun 
for photo buffs. Mark Hattersley 


Mac Picture Collage 

ts Maker 3 is good 
fun for your 
photographs, ifoccasionally 
abit ham-fisted. 


© Easy to create diferent things 
© Lots of variety for frames, etc 
@ interface a bit confusing 


© Some elements seem complicated 


Ruetearaphy 


Now available and fully interactive 


on iPhone and iPad 


DIGITAL CAMERA WORLD PRESENTS... 


A 16 MAGES ) VIDEO REVIEWS DF ALL. LEARN HOW 70 TAKE 
INSPIRED * THE LATEST PHOTO KIT © FANTASTIC PHOTOS 


Available on the 
iz App Store 
http://goo.gl/uq01T 


RATED 


Fez 


Giving the humble 


platform 


game a little extra dimension 


tok kk 


£6.99 Developer Polytron Corporation, polytroncorporation.com 
OS 05 X 10.68 or later (10.7+ recommended) Requires Intel Core 2 Duo 28GHZ 


Fez is the story of 
Gomez, an adorable 
fellow living happily in 
2D - until he’s shown 

the hidden power of the third 

dimension. It’s a brillant conceit 

(though not totally original): when 

you play Fez, it’s a 2D platformer, but 

at any time you can rotate the world 
by 90°. Because everything in the 
world is actually 3D, it rearranges 
when you do this, with some 
platforms coming closer together, or 
hidden things being revealed, Can't 
make the jump to the exit? Rotate 


or equivalent, Intel HD graphics or better, 2GB RAM, IGB HDD space 


the level and suddenly you can walk 
right on over. Just navigating the 
levels is both nicely simple and 
fiendishly complex - and that kind 
of dichotomy exists throughout Fez. 
It seems basic to look at, butis a rich 
and beautiful world, It's easy to play, 
with no enemies to fight or complex 
mechanics, but has some absolutely 
mind-bending (though largely 
optional) puzzles to figure out; and 
the sheer scale of the world is both 
enticing and absolutely daunting. 
Fez is a brilliant game to dve into, 
or just to take on in small chunks. In 


Gomez gets a new perspective on life. 
Well, three of them, actually. 


some way, the latter might be better, 
because if we've one complaint, its 
that you can get to the point where 
the game's map feels almost 
oppressively dense. But it's nowhere 
enough to spoil this game. A 
wondrous meta platformer, with 
more invention than almost 
anything out there. Matthew Bolton 


An ingenious 

game that offers a 

challenge for those 
who want it, and wonderful 
escapism for the rest. 


© Brilliant 30 mechanic 
@ Relaxed style 


© Challenging puzzles 


@ Looks and sounds great 


Gone Home 


A close and personal look at family 


life via the medium 
FOI 


of video game 


£13.99 Developer The Fulbright Company, thefullbrightcompany.com 


OS OS X 10,7 or later Requires 1.8GHz processor, 2GB RAM, 


512MB graphics card, 2GB HDD space 


Gone Home is one of 
the best examples yet 
of how games can 
provide a different 
way of telling a story. You play as 
teenager Kaitlin, arriving home after 
a year away. In the middle of a storm, 
you open the front door to find the 
house datk and empty, with your 
sister and parents mysteriously 
absent. You start to explore the 
house, finding artefacts such as 
letters and journals that start to give 
clues as to what might have 
happened. Exploration is punctuated 
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by spoken diary entries from your 
sister, Sam, which are full of 
personality and excellently acted. 
The story isn't long, but it’s affecting 
and cathartic. We wish there were 
more puzzles, but the lack of them 
doesn't hold anything back - if 
anything, it keeps the narrative 
flowing, it's simply superb, and you 
should absolutely buy it 

Right, that's your review. This next 
bit contains spoilers, and why we like 
it so much. What's fantastic is how 
mundane the explanation is, The 
creepy atmosphere is a total red 


The eeriness of a normal house left mysteriously 
empty is captured perfectly in Gone Home. 


herring, but it evokes how scary your 
own home can be. It’s the same with 
the hints in the letters at clichéd 
horror tropes that come to nothing - 
it’s just your imagination. The terror is 
a veil, and when Gone Home pulls it 
away to reveal just real life, you feel 
just like Kaitlin, scared of nothing, 
Matthew Bolton 


A brilliantly well- 
told story, both 
tense and truly 
affecting. It’s slight, but 
worth every penny. 


© Powerful, personal story 
@ Excellent atmosphere 
© Accessibleto play 

© Alittle bit sight 


FIST OF AWESOME 


A bearly tolerable fighting game 


Balai 


£2.49 Developer | Fight Bears Ltd, fistofawesome.com 


Works with iPhone, iPod touch, iPad Version 1.07 


In this game, 

you play a 

time-travelling 

lumberjack 
fighting giant bears using a 
magical massive fist. How is it 
so dull, then? 

Drag your thumb around 
the left of the screen to move, 
and tap and swipe on the 
right-hand side for fighting 
moves. However, you'll mainly 
be tapping to punch (a few 
times in succession and then 
you do an uppercut), 
Sometimes you'll swipe to 
kick, or not, because swiping 
is a bit awkward. But flying 
kicks are useful. Youre quite 


limited in terms of building 
interesting combos, and the 
enemies are near identical, 
and give little variation in 
tactics. Even the boss fights 
are almost identical. 

Fist of Awesome coasts on 
its humour and personality, 
and its Streets of Rage 
inspiration, but while there's 
fun to be had initially, it 
doesn't last. Matt Bolton 


A fun premise 

and retro charm 

can't conceal the 
grizzly monotony at the 
heart of this game. 


STEAMPUNK TOWER 


Tower defence gets literal 


kak 


69p Developer Chilingo Ltd, chillingo.com 


Works with iPhone, iPod touch, iPad Version 1.0 Age 9+ 


Steampunk 
Tower isn't 

the most 
imaginative 
name for this game, but you 
can't fault its accuracy. In each 
level, you have to defend a 
tower from encroaching 
hordes by arming it with 
various weapons. As you 
progress, the tower gets taller, 
letting you build large 
batteries to defend against 
huge opponents, Weapons 
can be upgraded, but you 
have to choose the upgrade 
paths, and there's a reload 
mechanic to consider, which 
combines well with the ability 
to reorder weapons on the 


tower at any time — provided 
they dontt get in each other's 
way. On top of that, theres a 
risk/reward mechanic in the 
way you can bring in waves of 
enemies for more money. 

The steampunk styling is 
fun, It's not the prettiest 
game, nor the longest, but at 
least that avoids repetition. It 
gets difficult at times, but 
some will love it more for that. 
‘Matt Bolton 


Clever features 

turnan otherwise 

simple tower 
defence game into an 
engrossing one. 


CLUB RASOIR, TICKET BOOTH 
There was a sign above it that 
read “Club Rasoir” and inside it 
an automaton monkey had been 
placed on the chair. 


SWait, mademoiselle!” _ 


“Hello?” 


RATED 


“ypoog % 


41 ssed 0) noe sem vuuy sy 


page preay ays 


This page-turner of a game has a labyrinth of text, but not a 'Go north’ command in sight. 


Device 6 


This surreal mystery thriller 
is novel in more ways than one... 


Kk KKK 


£2.49 Developer Simogo, simogo.com 


Works with iPhone, iPod touch, iPad Version 1.1 Age 12+ 


The story in this game 

is told in prose, but 

the words twist and 

tur in the shape of 
the places they explore. As Anna, the 
protagonist, descends downstairs, 
the words step down too. As the 
corridor turns to the right, the words 
turn 90°— turn your iPad to follow. 
Turning a comer might produce a 
sound, of you might hear something 
in the distance, that becomes 
discernible once you've read far 
enough to be in the same room as it. 

There are images dotted around, 

which hold the key to moving on 


Device 6 feels similar to Myst in its 
curious world and latent mysteries, 
but without the obscurity of that 
game. It's an ingenious and 
absorbing game that toys with 
‘communication brilliantly. The story 
is wonderful, the design is masterful, 
and it’s absolutely one of the best 
iOS games yet. Matt Bolton 


Aconfident, perfectly 

executed game that 

revels in a love of prose 
as much as puzzles. Engaging 
and unique. 
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RATED 


IMPOSSIBLE 
ROAD 


How many roads must Matt roll down until 


he can retake his spot on the leaderboards? 


Making hard games is really, well, hard, Anyone can 
make a bad game that’s difficult because the controls 
| are awful or it’s utterly unbalanced. But making a 
game that’s as challenging as Impossible Road, while 
qe 4 being brilliantly made, requires vast amounts of skill 
"item and patience. And the end result is so worth it. 

One of the key things about Impossible Road is its simplicity. You 
are a sphere, rolling down a ribbon-like road that stretches infinitely 
through drops, bumps, twists and turns. There are checkpoints every 
few seconds, and the more you pass through, the higher your score. 
‘The ribbon winds ever downwards, so if you fall off, it's not always 
the end of the road (sorry). You might be able to steer yourself back 
on, skipping a section of track and leaping your score ahead. The 
further you get down the road, the harder it becomes to navigate, with 
narrower sections combining with nasty banks to make it anightmare 
to follow. Yet all you're armed with is the ability to steer the sphere left 
and right. You don't control speed or anything like that, or even how 
tightly you turn. 

This is what skill and polish achieves. The simplest controls 
possible, which always feel fair and manageable despite having a 
randomly generated road bouncing you around, undulating every 
way it can to shake you off. And indeed that the road always 
accommodates you, never feeling like it’s really impossible, even 
when you fall offat the first checkpoint. And the gripping feeling 
that you could get higher up the leaderboards with one more go. 
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‘ANTASTICAL 2 


The if ne 


kkk ky 


£2.99 Developer: Flexibits Inc, flexibits.com 


Works with iPhone, iPod touch Version 2.0 Age 4+ 


MB s21\),10575 
a calendar app is 
5) Not Good - but 
Fantastical 2 is a 
brilliant replacement. In 
portrait, it gives you a little 
five-day view at the top, with 
a list of all your appointments 
underneath. It also includes 
your reminders from the 
Reminders app, with timed 
ones appearing in order with 
your appointments, so you 
get a proper overview of a 
day, To see a month view, you 
pull down the five-days view. 
The month view is small, but 
little dots tell you how busy a 
day will be. Fora visual view 


of your appointments in the 
five days, rotate to landscape. 
‘Adding new stuf is easy, 
and offers Fantastical’ famous 
language recognition. Type in 
‘lunch with Dave on Friday’ 
and it creates an event at 
12pm on Friday. You can add 
reminders too. This is a more 
readable calendar app than 
the default It’s customisable, 
and well made, Matt Bolton 


An essential buy 
for iPhone users 
with a lot going 
on. Smooth, readable and 
comprehensive calendars. 


TWEETBOT 3 FOR TWITTER 


kkk 


£2,99 Developer Tapbots, tapbots.com 


Works with iPhone, iPod touch Version 3.1 Age 4+ 


iweetbot's 10S 
7 redesign has 
been slowto 
arrive, but it 
should come as no surprise to 
anyone who knows Tapbots’ 
work that it's been worth the 
wait (and the upgrade price). 
The new design is lovely, 
balancing the minimalism of 
iOS 7 with Tapbots' trademark 
interface improvements, 
though some of the 
animation is a little slow. 

Most of the features that 
power users have come to 
love are here, elong with new 
ones, including multitasking 
(of akind) and the ability to 


see whole conversations 
when replying. However, a 
few features have gone or 
been moved, including some 
gestural options, Tapbots has 
explained the thinking behind 
some of these, but in places it 
feels like a tiny step back 
functionally. That said, the 
smart new look and new 
features easily make up for it 
Matt Bolton 


A worthy update 
to our favourite 
Twitter app, but 


it's ashame to see some 
options removed. 


Today - Wake Up 


An alarm clock inspired by /ron Man, but with stark options 


kak 


£1.99 Developer Andrew Hart, projectdent.com/today 


Works with iPhone, iPod touch, iPad Version 1.0 Age 4+ 


SD inspired by Tony 


Starks automated 

assistant JARVIS in the 

ron Man films, Today is 
an alarm that can greet you by name 
in the morning, and then read out a 
bunch of information for you (in Siri 
voice). You can choose to have it tell 
you the weather for the day, your 
calendar appointments, news 
headlines, social media replies and 
more. You select what it should read 


out froma list of ‘panels, and the 


order in which it should read them, 


and then set an alarm time for it to 
read it all for you, By default, Today 
reads everything out and displays 
the information on screen, but you 
can have it read some things 
without displaying them, or vice 
versa, It’s simple to set up, and 
produces superficially great results, 
but if you want to tweak any of it, 
you quickly bump against a severe 


lack of granular controls. The news 
option only reads out one headline 
from one RSS feed, while Twitter only 
tells you how many replies you have 
for all of your accounts ~ you can‘t 
narrow down, or list DMs. The music 
player plays one song (you can't 
select an album, for example), and 
the weather panel only uses your 
current location — multiple places 
would be great for commuters, 

Its a laundry list of complaints, 
but the core of the app is simple, 
and it works really well. There's so 
much that Today could do to be 
great, but we actually really lke it 
already, and the developer says that 
more panels are coming. Matt 


RATED 


Today greets you in the morning like a PA, 
informing you of a number of headlines, 
appointments and even the weather. 


ester City 5 


Moscow 2 CSKA 


ire 
TEAM TALK 


© 


Mornings can 

be tough. Are 
1 the kids, car, 
pets, your partner and 
you all set for the day? It 
can leave you with no 
‘me’ time. Hopefully 
with Today’s imminent 
updates, we can claim 
back some of the calm 
before the storm. 


Areally nice idea, 
but we think it 
could do with 
some more options to truly 
realise its full potential. 
© Very easy to set up 
© Works really well 


Needs more panel types 


Needs more granular control 


MacFormat.com | Christmas 2013 | 101 


RATED 


£100-£200 headphones 


Take fantastic-sounding music with 
you wherever you go with our 


selection of full-sized portable cans 


Price 


Thanks to the huge popularity of 
the iPad and iPhone, more and 
more of us are listening to music 

wherever we go, but choosing the right 

headphones to accompany you on 
your journey can be tricky. Apple, 
conspicuously, went the in-ear route 
with its iconic white headphones, but 
in recent times large super-aural 

(on-eai) and circum-aural (over-ear) 

headphones have become more 

popular — partly because they're more 
comfortable to wear for long periods 

than in-ear ones, but also, we suspect, 
because they've become rather stylish, 

The US team famously sported ‘Beats 


by Dre’ cans for a phase during the 
London 2012 Olympics games, while 
the hipster crowd thrive on sporting 
oversized retro cans as a terribly 
conscious fashion statement. 

None of that concerns us here; what 
were really after is a great set of 
headphones that are comfortable, easy 
to use and sound fantastic whether 
youre listening to music at home on 
your Mac or are out and about with 
your iOS device. We'e also looking at 
build quality; one of the main reasons 


On-ear headphones 
have become more 
popular of late due 
to comfort — and 
also due to fashion 


to spend £100-£200 on headphones 
like the ones in our round up is that 
they should be built to last. Each one 
should be made from quality materials 
that will still be going strong long after 
budget alternatives have broken or 
died, It'll help if key components can 
also be replaced, too — the first thing to 
go on many headphones are their 
cables, and a break in these wires often 
results in you having to throw the 
whole thing away or face an expensive 
repair. As they'fe going to be used on 
the go as well as at home, wete also 
hoping for some inline controls. 

To help you in your quest, we've 
rounded up some superb headphones, 
all priced online between £100 and 
£200. Let’s see which ones are worth 
lugging about and which ones deserve 
an ear-bashing... Robb Mead-Green 


ON-EAR HEADPHONES | AT A GLANCE 


£180 £117 


£150 £170 


£112 £170 


URL bose.co.uk denon co.uk thehouseofmarley. | _ monsterproducts. philipscom en-uksennheiser. 
couk com com 
Headphone type Over-Ear On-Ear On-Ear On-Ear On-Ear On-far 


Bluetooth 


iPhone controls 


Headset, inline 


Yes No 


Inline 


No No 


Inline Inline 


No 


Inline 


Replaceable cable Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Cable length 1.67m 091m 13m 1.07m 1m Cable 1: 1.4m; 
Cable 2: 1.4m 

Driver size Not available 40mm 40mm Not available 40mm 40mm 

Frequency Not available 7H2-37kHz 15Hz-22kHz Not available 15Hz-24kHz 16Hz-22kH2z 

response 

Weight: 149.69 240g 816g 2779 166g 1609 
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RATED 


Ci) Bose AE2w 
£180 bose.ca.uk 


Denon AH-D340 
£117 denon.couk 


(3) Marley Stir It Up 
£150 thehouseofmarley.couk 


TEST ON: 


DESIGN & BUILD 


Besides sound quality, one of 
the key considerations when 
buying a pair of headphones is 

how they look, andit's the stunning 

design of the Monster DNA that has 
the edge here. A wide colour range 
proves that headphones dont have 
to be ugly to be functional, and 
they'll certainly boost your stieet 
cred if you wear them around town. 

Every model in the House of Marley 

range Is designed with eco-friendly 

recycled and recyclable materials - 
canvas, wood and so on ~ and echo 
the cool seventies look epitomised 
by Bob Marley & The Wailers. 

However, the Stir It Up design may 

not be to everyone’ taste. Of the 

rest, the Sennheiser Momentum is 


suitably teutonic, using a mixture of 
steel for the headband and suede- 
like Alacantra for the ear cushions, 
although some colours in the range 
fare better than others, The brown 
ones featured here look great. The 
green ones? Hmm. Our favourites 
though are the Philips Fidelio M1 
(black with striking orange inserts) 
and the Denon AH-D340, Both 
boast quality materials 


TEST RESULTS 


Bose AE2w Joe 
Denon AH-D340 OI 
Marley Stir It Up Harvest + 
Monster DNA estoned 
Philips Fidelio Eee 
Sennheiser Momentum ++ 


TEST TWO 


The most complex on-ears 
here are the Bose AE2Wvs. It 
primarily uses Bluetooth to 

connect to your Mac or iOS device, 

so inevitably you have to regularly 
charge its built-in battery and pair it 
with your devices in the first place 
to get it to work. It little bother in 
practice, though; pairing is easy (but 
it could take youa little while to get 
used to feeling rather than seeing 
the on-headset controls to adjust 
things such as the volume or chat 
during calls). All the wired 
headphones are simple, with Denon 
even providing a Smm adaptor for 
the 3.5mm jack at the end of the 
cable of the AH-D340, so you can 
use it with your hifi too. All of the 


EASE OF USE 


wired headphones feature iOS- 
device compatible inline remotes, 
although the Philips Fidelio M1 
controls are a bit indistinct and 
rubbery. Al of the headphones fold 
flat so you can stow them in your 
bag ora large pocket, while the 
Monster DNA also includes an extra 
socket 50 you can 
share what you't listening to with 
another’ MusicShare’ user 


TEST RESULTS 


and cable 


Bose AE2Ww tok 
Denon AH-D340 OI 
Marley Stir it Up Harvest 
Monster DNA ead 
Philips Fidelio eas 
Sennheiser Momentum 4% 


HOW WE TESTED | SEARCHING FOR SONIC SOUNDS 


When you're paying up to £200 fora pair of 
headphones, you should expect them to be 
beautifully made, comfortable and offer sound 
fantastic to boot. The best way to really test all 
three of those things isto sit down, put them on. 
and subject them to an extended listening 
session So that's exactly what we did. 

Our playlist covered the full range of musical 
genres, ranging from classic and heavy rock to 
driving dance, inde pop, easy listening and 
classical (all played either on a MacBook Pro over 
iTunes or on an iPhone, of course). We made 
sure we listened to each set at identical volume, 
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free of equalisation, and used Apple Lossless 
quality recordings to make sure we heard the 
headphones at their very best settings. 

We were also very aware, while listening, how 
the headphones felt to wear. You expect any 
pair of headphones to stay secure on your head 
and earswithout them uncomfortable, 
especially forlong periods. 

We also checkedto ensure they included 
replaceable cables -a key consideration at this 
price point, since broken connections are one of 
the key reasons why headphones ultimately get 
consigned to the scrapheap. 


BOS aie 


We tested the headphones using our iTunes music. 


TEST THREE 


COMFORT 


RATED 


Monster DNA 
£170 monsterpreducts.com 


(5) Philips Fidelio M1 
£112 philips.com 


Sennheiser Momentum 
£170 en-uk-sennheiser.com 


TEST FOUR 


SOUND QUALITY 


One of the big advantages 

that on-ear headphones have 

over their in-car counterparts 
is they'te comfier to wear for long 
periods of time, The trick is 
ensuring the headphones exert 
enough pressure on your head to 
stay put, but not exerting so much 
pressure it feels like your head's in a 
vice, In that respect, the Sennheiser 
Momentum is the clear winner 
here, It offers just the right balance 


impressed by the Philips; although 
its padding isn’t the most generous, 
their lightness and general design 
make them comfy, even for long 
stretches, The Monster DNA may 
have the boldest design, but that 
design comes at a cost. The Denon 
‘AH-D340 also proves a little 
wearing over time, although its 
virtues in other areas ensure that 
any discomfort is minimised 


There's a clear winner here, and 
that’s the Denon AH-D340. 
They sound fantastic with any 

kind of music we threw at them, 

delivering beautifully crisp highs, 
lashings of tight, controlled bass and 
an unbelievably realistic mid-range. 

Tied in second place are the 

Momentum On-Ears and Fidelio 

Ms; both are as delicious to listen 

to as the Denon, although their 

presentation in both cases [sa little 


a qualified success, Near the back is 
the Stir It Up Harvest; it’s capable of 
delivering adequate sound quality, 
but the overall effect is detached ~ 
it’ lke listening in on a nightclub 
that has a muffled, almost echoed 
sound. The worse sound, by far, 
belongs to the Monster DNA. Bright 
and aggressive, they rapidly become 
exhausting to listen to, which is a 
let-down given their price and style 


of grip and comfort, no doubt TEST RESULTS more laid back. Snapping at their TEST RESULTS 
helped by its generous padding, Bose AE2W ice heels are the Bose AE2W cans. Again, Bose AE2w tek 
The over-ear design of the Bose Denon AH-D340 ie they've plenty to offer sonically, and Denon AH-D340 Toe 
AE2w helps enormously, too - Marley StirIt Up Harvest xx the over-the-ear design delivers a Marley Stir It Up Harvest x * 
because they don'tactually siton Monster DNA ae truly earcosseting sound, although Monster DNA * 

your ears, you can happily wear Philips Fidelio ke —_aCCasional audio dropouts when Philips Fidelio tk 
them all day long, We were also Sennheiser Momentum #*x%** —_ listening over Bluetooth make them Sennheiser Momentum x 


THE WINNER | DENON AH-D340 


fall the headphones in this est, it's the 
Denon AH-D340 Music Maniac that emerges 
victorious. They're well made, comfortable and 
not overly showy, yet deliver where it counts 
when it comes to sound quality. Tied in second 
place are the Philips Fidelio M1 and the 
Sennheiser Momentum On-Ear. We're hugely 
impressed with the Bose AE2w headphones, 
t00. They'e comfortable, compact, folddown 
easily and deliver fantastic sound quality, 
despite occasional dropouts when listening 
Wirelessly. Much as we applaud the ethical 
stance of the Marley Stir It Up Harvest, they fall 


down on sound quality. Coming in last place, 
unsurprisingly, are the Monster DNA. They may 
be cool to look at, but for sound quality and 
comfort, they leave a lotto be desired. 


FINAL RESULTS 


Bose AE2W tek 
Denon AH-D340 eeeea 
Marley Stirit Up Harvest + 
Monster DNA te 

Philips Fidelio tke 
SennheiserMomentum +445 
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AND 


Refuel iPhon: ) atter 


dead, you can swap It out for a full one. 


dollars — it’s around £50), 
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iBattz Refuel is an iPhone battery case with a difference. Fit it 
to your iPhone 5 or Ss and its 2200mAh rechargeable power 
pack doubles your phone's battery life. But unlike most 
powered cases, the Refuel's battery is removable. When it's 


You can buy iBattz Refuel at storeibattz.cam for $74.95 (US 
with shipping costing around £10. 
And if you use our exclusive special offer code, you get a free 
Refuel Charger Kit, worth $25. The Charger Kit has a spare 
battery, and a charging module that lets you charge up your 
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BUY AN IBATTZ REFUEL 
GET A GREAT FREE GIFT! 


ise a 5 and REE Charger Kit 
Refuel’s batteries without using the charging case. You can use 
one battery while you recharge the other. It's perfect for 
regular travellers, and others who use their phones intensively. 

To take advantage of this offer, go to bitly/IabNSkn, Add 
both the iBattz Refuel and |9300 USB Charger/Power Bank Kit 
to the shopping cart, and ensure you enter the same number 
of units you wish to buy for both items, Select the Use 
Promotion Coupon Code and enter IBATTZ4U to get the 
charger kit for free, then just pay through the checkout system 
as normal. The offer runs to February 4th, so don't miss it. 


UPGRADE! 


The ultimate guide to buying a Mac, iPad and iPhone 


SPQTLIGHT 


The Apple kit wete most excitedabout 


With almost the 
entire MacBook 


| Pro range going 
Retina and some 
enjoying a price drop, the 
entry-level 13-inch Retina 
model is just ¢150 dearer 
and 220g heavier than the 
cheapest similar-sized 
MacBook Air, So which 
would you go for? 

Ifyou regularly hammer 
the battery, the Air's 
12-hour charge might still be 
a factor, but if nine hours is 
enough (which we suspect 
it will be), the new 
MacBook Pro is definitely 
worth the extra money; it 
offers a step up in power 
and a beautiful screen. 


With one entry-level exception, 


the entire MacBook Pro range 
now boasts Retina displays. 


MacBook Pro 


The October 2013 MacBook Pro refresh gave us low- 

power Haswell processors, but also revamped the 
range, with Retina displays on all the new models, Aside 
from the unchanged entry-level 13-inch Pro, which is 
retained for its psychological sub-£1000 price point, all 
the current generation of MacBook Pros offer a high: 
solid state storage, Thunderbolt 
2 ports and a lightweight chassis, Indeed, the 13-inch 
model is actually 1mm thinner and 50g lighter than the 
13:inch Retina mode 

The power saving aff 

generation Intel Core i5 and Core i7 processors has given 
the new Retina MacBook Pros a battery-life boost. The 
13-inch model lasts for nine hours, and the 15-inch 
notebooks for eight hours, both up from seven. You can 


44 


Just updated 


Buy now 


resolution Retina screer 


fom the last generation 
ded by the new fourth- 


use a Retina MacBook Pro all day on a full charge. 


*The Days Since Reffesh bx shows you when an Apple product wa last updated athe time we went topes, and wetherit 
Safe to buy now or wat. Please remember tis ade fs just our bes ques Apple an update any poutine at anytime 


CHOOSE AV 


Model 


13°2.5GHz 
dual-core iS 


13"2.4GHz 
dual-core iS 


13"2.4GHz 
dual-core iS 


13"2.6GHz 
dual-core iS 


15"2.0GHz 
quad-corei7 


15"23GHz 
quad-corei7 


Key Specifications 


Graphics: Intel HD Graphics 4000 
Hard drive: S00GB RAM: 4GB 


Graphics: Intel Iis Graph 
Solid State drive: 128GB RAN 


|: 4GB 


Graphics: Intel Iris Graph 
Solid State drive: 25668 RAM: 8GB 


Graphics: intel Iris Grapt 
Solid State drive: 512GB RAM: 8GB 


Graphics: Intel Iris Pro Graphics 
Solid State drive: 256GB RAM: 8GB 


Graphics: GeForce GT 750M 
Solid State drive: 52GB RAM: 16GB 


Price 
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MacBook Air 


DAYS SINCE The 2013 MacBook Air keeps the 
REFRESH same chassis used in the 2012 


model. In fact, i's physically unchanged 
except for the second microphone hole 
on the left-hand side, But there are 
1 7 8 significant changes under the hood. The 
range has moved to new Haswell 
processors, which are designed to use 
UPDATELIKELY? very little power. On a full charge, the 
Maybe next year 17-inch models can last for up to nine 
hours, with the 13-inch versions running 
BUY ORWAIT? for up to 12 hours. The new graphics 
Wait, if you can chipset is significantly speedier than its 
predecessor, and the flash storage is up 
to 45% faster than the 2012 model, or 
nine times quicker than a traditional hard drive. 802.1 1ac Wi-Fi 
makes its Mac debut with the new Airs too, and is up to three 
times as speedy as 802.1 In. |t's a pity the new processors are only 
1,3 GHz, though, down from 1.7GHz and 1,8GHz. 


CHOOSE A MACBOOK AIR 


Model Key specifications Price 


11"1.3GHz CPU: Dual core Hasivell Core iS £849 
Intel CoreiS RAM: 4G3 of 1600MHz LPDDR3 
128GB SSD Graphics: Intel HD Graphics 5000 


11713GHz CPU: Dual core Haswell Core iS £1,029 
Intel Core iS RAM: 4GB of 1600MHz LPDDR3 
256GB SSD Graphics: Intel HD Graphics 5000 


13°13GHz CPU: Dual core Haswell Core iS £949 
IntelCoreis. RAM: 4G8 of 1600MHz LPDDR3 
128GBSSD Graphics Intel HD Graphics 5000 


13°1.3GHz CPU: Dual core Haswell Core iS £1,129 


Intel Core iS RAM: 4G8 of 1600MHz LPDDR3 
256GB SSD Graphics: Intel HD Graphics 5000 
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UPGRADE! : 


Mac mini 


The smallest, most affordable Mac in 
DAYS SINCE] > proies ange gota refeshin 
REFRESH October 2012, which actually saw the 
prices fall a little. The entry-level Mac mini, 


which now boasts a 2.5GHz dual-core Intel 
4 O 3 Core i5 Ivy Bridge processor, is now £499 
(down from £529), and the high-end 


2.3GHz quad core intel Core i7 model 
UPDATELIKELY? (0315 £679 (previously £699). 
The 2012 refresh retained the outward 
Could be soon appearance of the previous generation, 
BUY ORWAIT? __ With the upgrades all under the hood. 
- The four USB ports are now high-speed 
Wait USB3, and both models have 4GB of RAM 
a standard, up from 268. Unfortunately, 
the high-end model's discrete graphics 
chip has gone, but the new Ivy Bridge processors offer more 
powerful integrated graphics chipsets than their Sandy Bridge 
predecessors, Thankfully, the FireWire 809 port is retained. 

The Mac mini is incredibly versatile. I's small and light enough to 
catty around in your work bag. You can use the same computer at 
home and in the office just by unplugging it and taking it with you. 
It also ideal for under your living room TV. Connect using its 
integrated HDMI port and install a media app such as Plex; it’s free, 
and ideal for putting the mini at the centre of your digital lifestyle. 


CHOOSE A MAC MINI 


Model Key specifications Price 


2.5GHz Hard drive: S00GB £499 
dual-core | RAM: 468 
Intel Core iS Graphics: intel HD Graphics 4000 


2.3GHz Hard drive: 178 £679 
quad-core RAM: 4GB 
Intel Core i? | Graphics: intel HD Graphics 4000 


Mac Pro 


DAYS SINCE > Last year, Tim Cook promised 


“something really great’ for Pro 
users in 2013. At WWDC in June, we 
found out exactly what itis. Eschewing 

y the traditional tower design, the new 
N /A Mac Pro is cylindrical and just one 
eighth the size of the model it replaces, 
standing just 9.9 inches tall, But it packs 
UPDATE LIKELY? a lot of power into such a small case, 
December 2013 Designed around a unified thermal 
core to cool the components, the new 
BUY OR WAIT? Mac Pro boasts next-generation Xeon 
Wait processors, dual workstation-class 
GPUs, Thunderbolt 2, PCle-based flash 
storage and ultra-fast ECC memory. 
According to Apple, the new Mac Pro is ‘the most expandable 
Mac ever built’ though as youd expect given its petite design, this 
isn't achieved through adding or upgrading internal components. 
Instead, around the back there are six Thunderbott 2 ports. This 
second generation of Intel's Thunderbolt technology gives double 
the bandwidth of the original Thunderbolt port; that’s 20Gbps in 
both directions, And each of the six Thunderbolt 2 ports can daisy 
chain up to six peripherals, giving you access to up to 36 high 
performance peripherals. t's fully backwards compatible with the 
original Thunderbolt port too, so if you already have Thunderbolt 
devices, you can still use them, There's also four USB3 ports, the 
first time high-speed USB has been featured on the Mac Pro, and 
two gigabit Ethernet ports. 


CHOOSE A MAC PRO 


REFRESH 


Model Key specifications Price 
3.7GHz Solid State Drive: 256GB £2,499 
quad-core RAM; 12GB 1866MHz DDR3 

Xeon £5 Graphics: Dual AMD FirePro D300 

3.5GHz six- Solid State Drive: 256GB ‘£3,299 
core Intel RAM: 16GB 1866MHzDDR3 

Xeon £5 Graphics: Dual AMD FirePro DSCO 


UPGRADE! 


— | 
iMac 


The iMac range got a surprise 


DAYS SINCE) > updotein sootember of 2013. The 
REFRESH entry-level 21.5-inch iMac now 


features a 2.7GHz quad-core Intel Core 
4 i8 processor, and new Iris Pro graphics. 
w AS The high-end 21.5-inch model and both 
( a 27-inch iMacs feature quad-core Intel 
Core i5 processors up to 3.4GHz, and 
UPDATE LIKELY? NVIDIA GeForce 700:series graphics with 
?' ice the video memory and up to 40 
Just updated per cent faster performance than the 
previous generation. 
BUY OR WAIT? The new iMacs feature 802.| 1ac Wi-Fi, 
Buy now which is up to three times faster than 
802.11n when connected to a 
compatible router or base station. All 
models come with 8GB of memory and a 1B hard drive, with 
configuration options available if you need more. 


CHOOSE AN iMAC 


Model Key specifications Price 
21.5"27GHz Storage: 178 (54001pm) hard drive £1,149 
Intel quad- Graphics: Intel Iris Pro graphics 

core iS Graphics memory: Shared 

215"29GHz | Storage: 178 (5400rpm) hard drive £1,299 
Intel quad- Graphics: NVIDIA GeForce GT 750M 

core iS Graphics memory: 1G8 of GDDAS 

27° 3.2GHz —_ Storage: 178 (72001pm) hard drive £1,599 
Intel quad- Graphics: NVIDIA Geforce GT 755M 

core iS Graphics memory: 1B of GDDRS 

27"3.4GHz —_| Storage: 178 (7200rpm) hard drive £1,749 
Intel quad- | Graphics: NVIDIA GeForce GTX 775M 

core iS Graphics memory: 28 of GDDRS 
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iPhone 


DAYS SINCE The 2013 update brought us two 
REFRESH new iPhones. The iPhone 5s is 
available in Gold, Silver and Space Grey 
= designs, and incorporates new fingerprint 
f o technology into the home button. Now 
you can lock your iPhone without 
entering a numerical code, and open it 
again with your finger. Despite an 
UPDATE LIKELY?) oved performance (both its CPU and 
Just updated graphics are up to twice as fast as its 
BUY ORWAIT? | Predecessor, battery life is reasonable, 
though it doesn’t stop us wanting more. 
Buy now Apple says you'll get up to 10 hours 


talktime or video playback, 250 hours 
standby and 40 hours of music playback 


ana full charge ~ although, naturally this goes down when you 
access Wii and location services. 

The iPhone Sc has essentially identical performance to the now- 
discontinued iPhone 5, but it comes in a range of bright colours. You 
can set the home screen's background to match the colour of its rear 
body, and Apple has released a series of neoprene cases to match 


CHOOSE AN iPHONE 


Model Key specifications Price 
iPhone 4s Storage: 8B @ e340 
Camera: 8MP Processor: AS 
Video: 1080p, 30fps 
PhoneSc _ Storage: 16/32GB © 1608: e409 
Camera: 8MP Processor: A6 32GB: £549 
Video: 1080p, 30fps 
iPhoneSs _ Storage: 16/32/6468 © i602: £519 
Camera: 8MP Processor: A7+M7 | 32GB: £629 
Video: 1080p, 30fps 64GB: £709 
@ = Retina display 
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UPGRADE! 


‘DAYS SINCE | 
REFRESH 


UPDATE LIKELY? 
Just updated 


BUY OR WAIT? 
Buy now 


iPad 


The iPad range was updated in 

late 2013, with a new, lighter, 

thinner iPad and a mini with a 
Retina display. Precision-engineered to 
weigh just one pound, the new iPad 
Airis 20% thinner and 28% lighter than 
the fourth generation iPad it replaced, 
The bezel is narrower too. 

The iPad mini with Retina display has 
the same screen resolution as the iPad 
Air. Both new iPads have an A7 chip, 
with 64-bit desktop-class architecture, 
advanced graphics and improved 
image signal processing 

Ifyou're on a budget, 16GB versions 


of the iPad 2 and iPad mini (without a Retina display) are still on 
sale, and cost a little less than their newer counterparts. 


CHOOSE ANiPAD 


Model Key specifications Price 
iPad 2 Resolution: 1,024x768 pixels 
16GB Processor: Dual-core AS 
Video Recording: 720p HO 
iPad mini Resolution: 1,024x768 pixels 
16GB Processor: Dual-core AS 
Video Recording: 1080p HD 
iPad mini Resolution: 2048x1536 pixels @) scp: £319 
Retina (add Processor: 64-bit A7 32GB: £399 
£100for4G) Video Recording: 1080p HD GAGB: £479 
128GB: £559 
iPad Air Resolution: 2048x1,536 pixels @ 16GB: £399 
WiFi(add Processor: 64-bit A7+M7 
£100 for 4G) Video Recording: 1080p HD 64GB: £559 
128GB: £639 


© = Retina display 


iPod touch 


The September 2012 iPod touch 
revision gave us six different 
colours to choose from. Where before 
there was just black or white, this 5th 
generation of the iPod touch gave us 
black, grey, pink, mustardy-green and 
blue models, and also an Apple Store- 
exclusive (PRODUCT)RED design that 

raises money for AIDS charities. 


DAYS SINCE 
REFRESH 


440 


UPDATE LIKELY? 
- - It also features a stunning four-inch 
Possible in 2013 Retina display, a five-megapixel iSight 
camera with 1080p HD video 
ace wart? recording, Apple’s dual core AS 
Wait and see 


processor, Siri, the intelligent assistant, 
and a new Lightning port to replace 
the old-style 30-pin dock connector. 

At just 6.1mm thick, it’s the slimmest iPod touch ever made. It 
looks great too, being built from ultralight anodised aluminium, 
Anew panorama feature lets you capture gorgeous panoramic 
photos by simply moving the camera across a scene. 

In May 2013, Apple finally discontinued the 4th-generation 
iPod touch, and replaced it with a 16GB version of the Sth-gen 
model. This entry-level iPod touch lacks a rear-facing camera, and 
is only available in grey. 


CHOOSE AN iPOD TOUCH 


Model Key specifications Price 
16GB Display: 1,136 x 640 @ am 
Input: Lightning connector 
Camera: Front-facing only 
32GB Display: 1,136 x 640 O x29 
Input: Lightning connector 
Camera: 5-megapixel Sight 
64GB Display: 1,136 x 640 © 2320 
Input: Lightning connector 
Camera: 5-megapixel Sight 
@ = Retina display 


UPGRADE! 


iPod family 


“DAYS SINCE 
REFRESH 


440 


UPDATE LIKELY? 
Could be soon 


BUY ORWAIT? 
Wait 


Apple's latest iPod nano is the 
thinnest iPod ever, at just 54mm 
thick. It also boasts the largest screen 

ever to appear on a nano, a 2.5-inch 

multitouch display that’s great for photos 
and videos as well as navigating your 
album art. It's available in seven different 
colours, including the AIDS-fundraising 

(PRODUCT)RED design. Bluetooth 4.0 has 

been added for wireless streaming to 

compatible headphones and sound docks. 

You even get a built-in FM radio too. 

The shuffle is overdue an update, but 
it’s still a useful iPod, It’s cheap, 
convenient and small the perfect gift for 
a child or someone doing sports who. 


needs a robust music player. 

But if you want to catry your entire music collection around with 
you, the 160GB iPod Classic is the way to go, It hasn't been updated 
for a while, but rumours of its demise have proved untrue. It's 
currently the only iPod in the range that’s based on a hard drive 
instead of flash storage, but this doesn't stop it being the iPod of 
choice for those with lots of music to carry around. 


CHOOSE ANiPOD 


Model Key specifications Price 
iPod shuffle Capacity: 268 £40 
Number of songs: 500 
Colours: Choice of eight 
iPodclassic Capacity: 160GB £199 
Number of songs: 40,000 
Colours: Black and silver 
iPod nano Capacity: 1668 £129 


Number of songs: 4000 
Colours: Choice of eight 
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Mac Gems 


The best little apps you've never heard of — 
on the App Store and beyond! 


Give your Mac 
a makeover! 
Tips and apps to personalise 
your Mac just for you 
di acai ‘ ae) 
Don’t miss it —- subscribe today! Gexg 


XN 


a 


IN PRINT ONYOURiPAD | ONYOURMAC 
A proper magazine— Enhanced edition, with free | Print subscribers get a free PDF, 
something to treasure! subscriptions fornew readers | —_ or subscribe with Zinio at 
myfavm.ag/Y7Rcoa macformat.com/ipad i zinio.com/macformat 


Digital editions do not include access to the print subscribers’ area of the website, Enhanced interactive features are iPad-only and not available when viewed on an iPhone, 


Contents subject to change 
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Drop your wad 5154 


Protect the iPad Air in style with 
n Oo yo UuU r Maroo’s new Kope luxury leather 


cases, complete with tumble-proof 


st and a rd Ss Safe Guard (SG) bumper technology. 
Smart design, smart looks, smart choice. 


Saddle Brown " x Graphite Black Power Purple 


The Maroo Kope range 

Patented SG Bumper™ 2.0 Technology securely protects your iPad, and lets you change it out in seconds @ Portfolio style for 
360-degree protection @ Foldable front cover for easy typing and video viewing @ Stylish non-scratch interior @ Stylus holder 

Interior pocket flap with business card slot @ Elastic handstrap to enhance comfort and grip @ Total access to all buttons and jacks 


Opening in cover for full camera functionality 


Available now from Stormfront Aor = KROES BE © sotutionsinc. — @ Compu 


CLASSICS 


le 


A 


4 
‘ What's 
your Apple 
Classic? 
Got a favourite Mac from 
days gone by? Email 
us about it at letters@ 


Matt remembers the first Intel Mac laptop worthy of the name 


MacBook Pro 15-inch (Late 2006) 


Compared to the move to OS X from 
8 9, the switch from PowerPC 
processors to Intel was one of 
Appk’s smoother transitions, but it's 

+ 7 easy toforgetithad its own share of 
rockiness. The first MacBook Pro line-up used 

Intel's Core Duo processors, taking the laptop into 

the multi-core processor age, but there were major 

teething problems. To accommodate Intel's 
powerful chips, the laptops were made larger than 
their G4 PowerBook predecessors, yet still ran 
unbelievably hot ~ you could forget about the ‘lap 
part of laptop’ It turned out to be a classic case of 
avoiding the first version of something new - the 
line-up was refreshed just eight months later with 

Intel's new Core 2 Duo chips. 

‘The new processors dropped the heat levels 
dramatically while still providing a boost in 
performance, This was when the MacBook Pro hit 
its stride, and Id been waiting forit to be released, 
having read up on the heat issues in the first batch, 
Thought the low-end 2.16GHzmodel (Iwas at 
university atthe time, and could barely afford even 
that) along with Final Cut Express, Itcame with 
1GB of RAM, which meant I could safely edit the 
HD video I was so desperate to get into (though 
real-time rendering wasn't supported yet, soit was 
slow going). 


The initial MacBook Pro 
‘model ranincredibly hot ~ 
too hot forlaps ironically. 
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Ireally worked that MacBook Pro through uni ~ 
there was barely an evening that it wasn't going 
flat-out, either rendering or encoding video. Itwas 
a trooper. Upgrades to its RAM anda switch toan 
SSD helped keep it going for quite a while, butit 
gave up.a couple of years ago. Since then, I've heen 
usingan Pad as my portable computer without 
trouble - that MacBook Pro successfully bridged 
an entire mobile computing generation for me. It’s 
still in my drawer in MacFormat Towers, Idon't 
know why. Because stilllike it, I suppose. 


a 


Storemag 


It came with 1GB of 
RAM, which meant I 
could edit the HD 
video I was so 
desperate to get into 


SG 
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WWW.FERALINTERACTIVE.COM 
© SSE es ad aos 


(ew etn hd Abate Wate an pigtail a eget came Aare 


World's Most Advanced Battery Pack For Apple Products 
Charge Retina MacBook and 2 x iPad at the same time 


sR HYPER 


HYPER #JUICE"® External Batteries 
Battery Pack for MacBook™ (including Retina) with 2 x 12W USB ports 


= 


Hyperluice 60Wh Hyperduice 100Wh HyperJuice 150Wh HyperJuice 222Wh 


HYPER #JUICE? 


World's Most Advanced Battery Pack for Apple® MacBook" & USB 


teeeee 


=~. Sy a 
MAGIC BOX 


12W Dual USB Adina 


Get them now at 
HyperShop.com 


UK Distributor - Beta Distribution * wwwibe 
More Computers » www.n 


mm « Wex Photographic + www.wexphotograr * Protronica * www 


m + Inkubus + www.inkubus.co.uk 


